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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


DANGERS OF ARAB ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE ON WEST EXPLORED 
Doha AL-'ARAB in Arabic 19 Oct 83 p 10 


[Article by 'Abd-al-Khaliq Faruq Husayn: "Arab Oil Revenues and the Inter- 
national Struggle" ] 


[Text] The urgent question being asked now is yow Arab capital can escape 
the Western trap. 


How can we predict the future course of the conflict being waged now around 
Arab oil and capital, in light of the West's continuing attempts to integrate 
, the Arab lands into the international economic system? 


The Economic Dimension 


The West's integration policy has three dimensions: one economic, one 
strategic, and one military. The economic dimension is represented by the 
attempts to absorb Arab capital and make oil available in quantities suffi- 
cient to run the production mechanism in the great Western industrial 
countries. These attempts have taken numerous forms, including the exporting 
of inflation via foreign trade transactions and the deterioration in the 
exchange rate of the principal currency used in international transactions -- 
the dollar -- not to mention the gold trap. 


The Strategic Dimension 


The strategic dimension is represented by the attempt to destroy OPEC from 
the inside, as well as the use of the wheat weapon to deter the Arab oil 
weapon. Then there is the insinuation that expropriation and freezing of 
assets could occur if Arab capital were used as a weapon to put pressure 
on the United States and Western Europe as part of the Arab -- Israeli 
conflict. The United States plays a prominent role in this area. 


The Military Dimension 


As for the military dimension, it is the natural result of the imperialist 
thinking and planning that have accompanied the maneuvering of the Western 
countries, with the United States in their vanguard, following the Arab 
embargo o1. the exporting of oil to countries supportive of Israel in 1973. 
Thereafter, the idea was born of creating a rapid deployment force and protec- 
ting the oil wells in the Gulf. 











Via their beguiling methods, the Western capitalist governments have been able 
to transfer the burden of their indebtedness to the countries of the Third 
World which do not produce oil. 


Thus, the indebtedness of these countries rose from $19 billion in 1960 to 
$121.9 billion in 1973, $180 billion in 1976, and $253 billion in 1978. As 
for the oil-producing states, especially the Arab ones, they experienced a 
different set of conditions, based on the capitalist market's laws of the 
stronger. 





The Arab Demon 


The United States has consistently tried to exorcise the Arab demon via a 
continuous increase in the prices of the manufactured goods it and the 
countries of Western Europe export to the Arab countries, as well as by letting 
the dollar fall continuously and by recycliag the oil revenues within the 
framework of capitalist production in Europe and America. 


These countries have turned to other means of absorbing *ne Arab surpluses 
and so ‘lessening their indebtedness vis-a-vis the oil-procucing countries. 
They have dumped large amounts of gold on the internationa. markets, while 
applying continuous pressure to keep gold prices high. This has caused the 
price of an ounce of gold to rise from $42 in 1973 to $650 in 1980. In 1977, 
some oil-producing countries bought 300 tons of gold. 


Oil for Gold 


From the above, it is clear that the capitalist countries have exchanged for 
Arab oil -- which can run out -- the gold kept in their storehouses, which 
no longer has the same importance it sued to have before 1971. However, 

this situation did nut stop the Arab oil-producing countries in their tracks. 
Rather, it impelled some of them to draw up ambitious development plans to 
modernize and diversify their economic activities locally and on the Arab 
level, via direct participation, the granting of loans or investment. Arab 
funds took part in a large share of this activity. 


Three Dangers 


In this regard, it is essential to point out that the oil capital deposited 
and invested in the great capitalist countries is constantly exposed to a 
set of dangers, of which these three are the most prominent: 


- The deterioration of the exchange rates of the principal currencies and 

the decrease in their buying power, with the goal of affecting the real 
magnitude of the oil capital and deposits present in the United States or the 
ELC countries. 


- The growing ties between the owners of the deposits and the dollar, as an 
international currency, as well as increasing commercial interaction with 
the United States. 

















- The decrease in these deposits whenever their owners try to exchange them 
for other currencies besides the dollar. 


Despite continuous attempts to escape from the dollar -- gold trap and re- 
place the use of the American dollar with a basket of currencies or a unified 
Arab dinar -- an idea that has been proposed -- when calculating oil prices, 
OPEC, and especially its Arab members, still keeps a high percenta 

capital in dollars. This percentage is estimated to be between 75 percent 
and 80 percent of total OPEC capital bbroad. 


Ff tte 
Ee Gi ivs 


Painful Blows 


Through the West's policy of integration, especially after the increase in 
inflation rates in the industria! countries, Arab capital has taken heavy 
blows from the countries of the west. The counteracting increases in 
interest rates in the United States and the EEC countries have not been able 
to compensate this capital for what it lost through inflation. Moreover, 
these assets could still be expropriated or frozen if a political or military 
conflict arises between the countries which own the deposits and the indus- 
trial countries in which they are deposited. This sort of thing happened 
after Egypt nationalized the Suez Canal. Both Britain and France froze 
Egypt's deposits. The same thing happened again to Iran during the American 
hostage crisis. The United States and Britain froze Iran's deposits in their 
banks. 


In order to escape from the Western trap, the Arab countries, especially the 
Ones which produce oil, must quickly move to develop their economies in 
accordance with a strategy which is receptive to the living presence of Arab 
economic integration. 


12224 
cso: 4404/104 











INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ALLEGED RAPPROCHEMENT BETWEEN U.S., SYRIA DISCUSSED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 192, 15-21 Oct 83 pp 10-12 


[Article by 'Abd-al-Karim Abu--al-Nasr: "Is There a ‘Secret Deal' Between 
Syria and America?" ] 


[Text] Is there a "secret deal" between Syria and the United States? 


Is it true that the Reagan administration has changed its position on 
Damascus and agreed in secret with President Hafiz al-Asad on matters ranging 
from Lebanon to the Golan and the Palestinians, and even Iran? As a result 
of this "secret agreement," will Syria have a bigger, more important role in 
Lebanon and in any future peace process? Has President al-Asad agreed in 
return to expel the Soviet military experts from Syria as the late President 
Anwar al-Sadat did in Egypt in 1972? 


The questions connected with the possibility of such a secret deal having 

been made are bysying observers, diplomats and officials in Lebanon and 
several Arab and European countries, in addition to the Palestinian resistance 
and Israel. The reason is that this deal, if it were made, would change a 

lot of exigencies and alter the balance of power in the Middle East. 


Lebanon has officially asked America; Is it true that you have reached an 
agreement with Syria "behind our back?" Israel has asked America: Do you 
want to give a bigger role in Lebanon and the region to Syria without us 
knowing and without consulting iith us? What agreement has been made between 
you and Damascus? The leader of the Palestinian revolution, Yasir ‘Arafat 
says: "I was surprised by the Syrian -- American cooperation, since Syria is 


connected by a friendship and cooperation treaty with the Soviet Union!” 


Is it true that there is a secret deal between Damascus and Washington? 


In order to try to answer this question, AL-MAJALLAH began a broad-ranging 
investigation. It made comprehensive contacts with America, European and 

Arab (especially Syrian, Lebanese and Palestinian) sources, in order to 

gather together the threads of this important issue, which is currently 
stimulating debate and discussion among the ranks of observers and those inter- 
ested in the region. The result of this investigation follows: 

















The Beginning...A Kidnapping! 


The beginning of what can be considered the Syrian -- American repprochement 
in the era of the Reagan administration was a kidnapping! 


In July 1982, a prominent American was kidnapped in Beirut. He was Dr David 
Dodge, the former president of the American University in the Lebanese capital. 
The kidnapping was done by elements loyal to Iran. Dodge was taken to one 

of Lebanon's regions and then, after some months, to Iran. The Reagan admin- 
istration showed great interest in this kidnapping, though the entire issue 
was shrouded in deep silence. It secretly sent several American mediators 
and envoys to Lebanon to assure that Dodge was set free. The reason for this 
great interest was the existence of strong ties between Dodge and important 
Americans, in addition to the "prominent role" Dodge played while head of the 
American University in Beirut. The subject of Dodge was brought up with 
President Amin al-Jumayyil on a high level after he took office. The 
Lebanese agencies tried very hard to bring this affair to an end, but in 
vain, since Dodge was in a region outside the influence of the Lebanese 
authorities. The American State Department gave one of its high officials 
the job of devoting himself to this issue and following it day and night. 

All this was done secretly, far from the light of day. At the start of last 
Summer President Reagan received an extremely important report from one of 
the government's agencies. It said that Iran was intending to repeat the 
"hostage operation” -- which helped bring down Carter -- with Reagan. Dodge 
would be kept confined until the American presidential election campaign 
began in earnest. Then he would suddenly appear in front of the press and 
television to be charged with "spying". Iran would then begin haggling over 
him and setting conditions for his release. Reagan held a meeting of the 
National Security Council at which this information was discussed. Then 
high-level contacts were held between Damascus and Washington which produced 
the intervention by Syrian officials with the Iranian authorities which 
helped leac to Dodge's release on 21 July 1983. At that time, the White House 
issued an unusual statement which declared that Dodge had been freed thanks 
to the "humane efforts" exerted by President Hafiz al-Asad and his brother, 
Dr Rif'at al-Asad. Dodge himself expressed his gratitude for the efforts 
exerted by Syrian officials to assure his release. 


Dodge was freed as President Amin al-Jumayyil was visiting the United States. 
The White House statement containing the praise for President al-Asad was 
issued on the evening of al-Jumayyil's meeting with Reagan. On the same day, 
in a speech he delivered at National Press Club in Washington, President 
al-Jumayyil launched a sharp attack against the Syrians, charging that they 
were behind the bombing of Beirut. He said: "If this kind of activity does 
not cease, these bombs will return to Damascus." It is said that the Lebanese 
president spoke in this threatening manner about Syria in order to "take 

the pulse" of the situation and learn whether there was "some sort of secret 
agreement" between Damascus and Washington, with Dodge's release being one 

of its manifestations! 











McFarlane: A Secret Visit and Three Projects 


Informed persons say that the "Dodge operation” played an important role in 
returning some sort of life to Syrian -- American relations. Before, the 

Reagon administration had placed Syria in the ranks of the nations opposed 
to it because of Syria's pact with Moscow. It had rejected cooperation and 


coordination with Syria, just as had happened under Carter. However, the 
Dodge operation was not an isolated affair. Rather, it came at a time when 
Reagan became convinced that the plan he was following in Lebanon had failed. 
This plan, propounded by Secretary of State George Schultz and Reagan's envoy, 
Philip Habib, called for presenting Syria with a fait accompli and for not 
cooperating with it in real terms. The Lebanese -- Israeli agreement (of 
which Damascus was not informed until after it was completed) had not been 
implemented, as a result of Syria's absolute rejection of it, while the 
withdrawal of foreign forces from Lebanon had realized no progress in the 
shadow of the American -- Syrian "confrontation." The situation in Lebanon 
was threatening to explode. While President al-Jumayyil was in Washington, 
Reagan announced that he had "accepted" the resignation of Philip Habib from 
his responsibilities as an American envoy to the Middle Kast. In his place, 
he appointed Robert McFarlane at the head of a new delegation. He gave him 
the goal of "beginning serious, practical and detailed negotiations" with 
Syria about Lebanon. Since then, Schultz's role on the foreign policy plane 
has been declining, especially with respect to the Middle East. The White 
House has begun to deal with and guide the great foreign policy questions 
directly, especially the Middle Eastern questions. The importance of William 
Clark, Reagan's uational security advisor, has increased. Since his task 
began, McFarlane has been sending his reports not to Schultz, but directly 
to Clark. His line to the White House is always open. This has caused a 
certain change in the style of the negotiations with the Syrians. There 
are now direct, organized lines between the White House and Damascus. 


A highly infcrmed Western diplomatic source has informed AL-MAJALLAH that 
McFarlane secretly visited Syria after being appointed an American envoy, but 
before beginning his official duties, the the last week of August. During 
this secret visit of his, he met with President Hafiz al-Asad and gave him 
the broad outlines of his duties. He assured al-Asad that the Reagon admini- 
stration "took into consideration" Syria's role and its "security interests" 
in Lebanon. 


AL-MAJALLAH has learned that McFarlane was bearing three projects at the 
start of this duties: 


-A project for achieving a complete and balanced withdrawal of Israeli an 
Syrian forces (as well as those of the Palestinians) from Lebanon. 


-~A project for achieving a separation of forces between the Syrians and the 
Israelis. 


-A project for solving the Shuf question peacefully. 


Syrian officials rejected the first project, since they demanded that the 
Israeli forces withdraw from Lebanon first and that the Lebanese -- | 

















agreement be cancelled, as well as that Beirut and Damascus reach a mutual 
understanding concerning the withdrawal of the Syrian forces. They also 
rejected the second project, which would, in practical terms, cause the 
Syrian forces to withdraw from the heights overlooking the Biqa', leaving 
them only the plan, while leaving the Israeli forces stationed on the 
heights of Mount Baruk. This would threaten the situation of the Syrian 
forces. McFarlane's task in the negotiations was limited to the situation 
in the Shuf. The Lebanese army was to take over tne positions of the 
Israeli forces after they withdrew. This would be accompanied by a reinforcing 
of the presence of the legitimate Lebanese authorities in Greater Beirut and 
the mountain, with the withdrawal of the Israeli and Syrian forces being 
left for a later stage. 


However, McFarlane failed in his task and the Shuf war exploded following 
the surprising withdrawal of the Israeli forces. An atmosphere of con- 
frontation returned to Syrian -- American relations. However, the dialogue 
continued without pause. In order to save Lebanon from disintegration and 
partition, Saudi Arabia intervened. A cease fire agreement was reached on 
25 September which was supposed to open the way for a national dialogue 
conference. This agreement gives Lebanon and the Lebanese a new opportunity 
to build their country and limit Israel's role in their land. It also led 
to the creation of an air of dialogue between Lebanon and Syria which was 
reflected in President al-Jumayyil's decision to allow a Syrian delegation 
(as well as a Saudi Arabian one) to take part in the national dialogue con- 
ference. 


What Has Mubarak Heard About Syria? 


A few day. after the cease fire took hold, the American newspapers and media 
began to talk about the Reagan administration's determination to give Syria 

a bigger role in Lebanon. The WASHINGTON POST, a well-informed American 
newspaper, quoted a uigh American official as saying that: "the Reagan admin- 
istration is pushing Christian officials in Lebanon to give Syria a leading 
role in Lebanon's internal political affairs as a way of ending the fighting 
and opening a new dialogue between Damascus and Washington, in order to improve 
relations between the two countries." This information was unexpectedly 
published as the Lebanese foreign minister, Dr Elie Salim, was visiting 

New York. Salim brought up this subject with Schultz and asked nim bluntly 

if there was a secret agreement between Syria and America concerning Lebanon. 
Schultz replied that an American -- Syrian dialogue was in Lebanon's interest, 
and that Syria had certain "interests and concerns" in Lebanon which had to 

be taken into consideration in any negotiations. At about the same time, 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzshak Shamir brought up the same topic with 
McFarlane, whom he informed of his "worry" about a changed American attitude 
toward Syria, which was reflected in Americe's support for Syrian participation 
in the Lebanese national dialogue conference. AL-MAJALLAH was learned from 
well-informed American sources that McFarlane toid Shamir bluntly that "some 
Lebanese parties and personalities" had demanded that Syria be allowed tc 

take part in this onnference. These sources mentioned to AL-MAJALLAH that a 
number of Lebanese leaders, including some who back and support President 
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a new formula for coexistence in Lebanon which would give the Muslims "a 


bigger share" of authority. Syria demands that the main offices in the state 
not be given to persons from the Maronite sect. While it supports the idea 
that the president of the republic remain a Maronite, it demands that the 
fuslims be given more high state posts than is now the case. 


4, Syria and America disagree concerning the Lebanese -- Israeli agreement. 
Mr 'Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, Syria's deputy prime minister and secretary of 
foreign arrairs, demanded the cancellation of the agreement from American 
Secretary of State Schultz during their meeting in New York 2 weeks ago. 
ochults refrained from replying. However, American officials consider this 
agreement a "Lebanese problem". They think it is up to the Lebanese to 
decide to cancel it or not. AL-MAJALLAH has learned that there is a good 
chance that a commission will be formed on the fringe of the Lebanese national 
dialogue conference to reform or cancel this agreement and study the subject 
of concluding a Lebanese -- Syrian agreement to prepare the way for the with- 
drawal of the Syrian forces from Lebanon. 


>. One of the Reagan administration's prime goals in this new relationship 
with Syria is the expulsion of all the Soviet military advisors from that 
‘ountry (their number is currently between 5000 and 7000), just as happened 
with al-Sadat in 1972. AL-MAJALLAH has learned from weil informed Arab 
sources that Syria's point of view regarding the Soviets can be summarized 
by the following main points: 


- The Soviet presence in Syria is defensive, not aggressive. The goal of the 
relationship existing between Damascus and Moscow is to reinforce Syria's 
military power in the face of Israel's aggressive policy. These is no more 
to it than that. 


- Syria makes its own decisions. Its decision-making is not linked to Soviet 
decision-making, though it takes into consideration the relationship of 
friendship between the two parties. 


- The matter of the Soviet presence in Syria cannot be discussed until the 
achievement of a just and comprehensive peace in the region, because Soviet 
arms assure the existence of some sort of military balance between Israel 

and Syria. At any rate, the decision to expel the Soviets from Syria or to 
keep them there is Syria's alone. It will take into account Syria's interests, 
not those of any other country. 


In this context, the Americans have announced that Syria will soon take deli- 
very of advanced, Soviet-made SS 21 ground-to-ground and ground-to-sea 
rockets. These missiles can hit targets at a distance of 120 kilometers. 
That is, they can hit targets in Lebanon and Israel, as well as the American 
Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean. This is the first time Russia is giving 
missiles of this type to an Arab country, or to any country outside the 
Warsaw Pact. Informed Arab sources have confirmed to AL-MAJALLAH that 
resident al-Asad made a secret visit to Moscow at the end of last month, and 
that the Soviets have told several parties in the West that they are willing 














to go to the farthest limit with Syria if it is exposed to an Israeli attack. 
The sources said that Moscow would send forces to Syria it its security were 
threatened. Reagan has gone so far as to say in connection with the arrival 

of these rockets in Syria that: "We cannot help but ask ourselves about Syria's 
protestations of its peaceful intentions." AL-MAJALLAH has learned that the 
topic of the missiles was brought up during recent Syrian -- American contacts. 
Damascus's point of view was that these missiles were "defensive," and that 

they were not outfitted with nuclear warheads. AL-MAJALLAH has learned that 

the Soviets decided to send these missiles after the American Sixth Fleet 

bombed Syria's positions in Lebanon during the Shuf war. 


6. Syria and America disagree about the peace process in the Middle East and 
the role of Damascus in it. On the one hand, Washington wants its new relations 
with Damascus to focus on the subject of quieting the situation in Lebanon 

and removing all foreign forces from that country. However, Syria thinks 

that the Lebanese situation is linked to that in tne Middle East. Therefore, 
it is insisting on the necessity of Washington undertaking a new peace process 
in the region which could link the Reagan initiative with the Arab peace plan 
drawn up at Fez. Syria and all concerned parties could take part in this 
process. But the Americans are not ready to undertake a new peace process 

in the region, at least not before 1985. They still hope to revive the 

Reagan initiative and give the main role in it to Jordan. On the other hand, 
Syria seems to want to be the main actor with regard to resolving the Pale- 
stinian problem, instead of Jordan. 


7. American -- Syrian contacts have also dealt with the subject of the Gulf 
war and Syria's ties to Iran. Washington hopes that Damascus, on the basis 
of its ties to Iran, will help to stop the Gulf war. However, the two 
parties have still not reached a mutual understanding in this area. 


On the basis of the above, it seems that there is not a complete secret deal 
between Syria and America. Rather, agreement exists concerning a number of 
matters, while disagreement exists about still more issues. However, both 
Sides are eager to continue and develop this new relationship, even though 
there might be disagreements and reversals. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


NO MORE PRICE DETERIORATION, VOWS UAE OIL MINISTER 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 193, 22-28 Oct 83 p 47 


[Article: "Mani' Sa'id al-'Utaybah: We Will Not Permit the Petroleum 
Market To Deteriorate Once Again!"] 


[Text] Dr Mani’ Sa'id al-'Utaybah, the oil minister of the United Arab 
Emirates, has confirmed what AL-MAJALLAH said 3 weeks ago concerning the 
probability of a call being issued to hold an emergency OPEC ministerial 
conference to confront the need to prevent a new oil glut which could lead 
to a case of Autumn fever similar to that which was destroying the organi- 
zation's life last Autumn. 


Dr al-'Utaybah said he had sent letters to some OPEC member states which he 
did not name, asking what they stick to the production decrease which had been 
decided on for them at the emergency conference held in London. Last March, 
this conference managed with great difficulty to avoid a price war between 
OPEC oil producers and non--OPEC producers. Dr al-'Utaybah said that produc tion 
excesses within OPEC were reaching a million barrels a day above the produc- 
tion ceiling decided on, which was 17.5 million barrels. In addition, the 
supply from non-OPEC producers has increased. This is the case with the North 
Sea countries, which increased output by half a million barrels a day. This 
might force the follow-up committee he heads to call for an emergency minis- 
terial meeting when it holds its next meeting on 27 October. This increase 

in production has let the industrial countries raise their reserves to 428 
million tons. This equals a 93 day supply for the nember countries of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), according to 

the International Energy Association (IEA). The IEA is considered OPEC's 
primary opponent in the arena of the international market. 


"We Will Not Permit the Market to Deteriorate" 


Reserves and the production surplus were the two main factors in the equation 
which allowed the countries of the industrial world to place the market in a 
situation which forced OPEC to lower the base price from $34 per barrel to 
$29 last March. Observers say that if OPEC allows reserves to grow and the 
same pressure-filled situation to be repeated, then the consequences will 

be disastrous, especially since all the member states without exception are 
suffering financial difficulties this year, while their share of the world 
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oil market steadily declines. This means that a price war could not be 
limited if one broke out this time. This is what Dr al-'Utaybah meant when 
he said: "I must be clearly understood when I say that we will not permit 
the petroleum market to deteriorate once again. Everyone must remember and 
benefit from the cruel experience we have gone through." He confirmed that 
OPEC has to use all means at its disposal to defend the current base price 
and do everything in its power to preserve the balance of the market. 


While Dr al-'Utaybah was making his remarks, a price drop was occurring on 
the spot market. The spot market price had briefly risen above the OPEC price, 
creating a deceptive feeling of optimism in some circles, especially when 
coupled with an expected increase in petroleum demand during the winter. 

The publication MEES, which specializes in petroleum affairs, mentioned 

that the price of North Sea oil fell on the spot market from $30.30 per 
barrel to $29.70. At the same time, the situation was worsened by the fact 
that oil companies were selling quantities of crude oil which they had 
purchased, since it became clear that these quantities exceeded their needs. 
The publication cast doubt on the expectations of the IEA concerning the in- 
crease in oil consumption during the first 3 months of this year. The 
increase was the same which the IEA predicted for world oil demand in 1982. 
It is a modest increase of 2 percent, whirh could bring total demand to 

44,9 million barrels a day. 


A Shuttle Tour by the Venezuelan Oil Minister 


As part of the preparations for the meeting of the follow-up committee, 
which, according to all the indicators, should be the committee's most 
important meeting this year, the Venzuelan oil minister, Jose Ignacio Moreno 
Leor, has begun a shuttle tour. He initiated it with a visit to Mexico on 
14 October, after thich he will hold talks in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the UAW, 
Algeria and Libya. This tour reminds one of the feverish activity which 
took in various capitals during the first months of this year. It was also 
at that time that Nigeria unilaterally lowered the price of its oil after 
coming under increased pressure from the international oil companies. The 
question being asked now is whether the fever of Autumn has become a chronic 
disease afflicting an OPEC which is satisfied to treat it by lowering the 
temperature of the price per barrel each year. Or has the time come for the 
kind of long-range policy which links price and production to the changing 
circumstances of the world economy, and which thinking men in OPEC circles 
have been calling for? 


1222h 
cso: 440/104 


12 











ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


ISRAELI SCHOLAR COMMENTS ON 'ARMENIAN GENOCIDE' 
Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 1 Nov 83 p 4 


[Text] The article whose translation appears below was published in the Israeli 
daily, MAARIV. The author of the article, Israel Lippel, is the former director 
of Israel's Ministry of Religious Affairs and currently heads an institution 
which promotes mutual understanding among various religions and which is located 
on Hamalaakh Street in Jerusalem, between the Jewish and Armenian sectors of the 
city. Lippel is highly knowledgable about the Armenian people. 


[Signed] Armenian Cause Committee of Jerusalem 


(Even Shoshan's) "Hebrew Dictionary" defines the word "massacre" as "killing of 
a collection of people" and "holocaust" as "laying waste", "destruction" and 
"sreat catastrophe." Perhaps it is not a coincidence that the Armenian Genocide 
and the Jewish Holocaust are commemorated within the same week. 


Even according to renowned military historian Cyril (Pols), who refuted the 
theory that World War I was more bloody and more lethal for Britain than the 
blows dealt to the Armenians by the Turks, those events could not be compared to 
the brutalities committed in World War II. But we have no reason not to believe 
that the Armenian Genocide was an unusual event and the first genocide of the 
20th century. 


fhe indifference shown by the "civilized world" toward the Armenian genocide and 
its failure to express its dismay most probably contributed to the success of 
the plan to exterminate the Jewish people during World War II. 


Franz Werfel, the Jewish-Austrian writer, during a visit to Damascus in 1929, 
witnessed the handicapped and starving Armenian children with his own eyes. 
This sight led him to decide "to save the extraordinary fate of the Armenian 
from the abyss of oblivion" and he eventually wrote the tragic novel called "The 
40 Days of Musa Dagh" which displayed before the eyes of millions of readers the 
tragedy of the Armenian people. 


Recently, I was reading a book by Eitan (Belkend) who was the only member of the 
"Nili"* underground organization who miraculously lived after having been 
condemned to death by the Turks. In his book "This is How it Happened" 
(Belkend) dedicated a chapter to the Armenian Genocide, which he personally 
witnessed while he was serving in the Turkish army. 














"After traveling on horseback for three days I arrived in Mesopotamia, and there 


I witnessed a terrible ordeal. There were two camps: one for the Armenians and 
and the other for the Circassian guards. In the Circassian camp there were Arab 
sheikhs who had come to buy young and beautiful Armenian women. A Circassian 
officer saw me talking to two Armenian women and ordered me out of the camp. 
But I hid and saw what they did to the Armenians. They forced the Armenians to 
pour gasoline on bushes and branches piled high like a pyramid. Then they tied 
around 5,000 Armenians together and ringed them around the pile of branches. 
They set the pile of branches on fire. Soon the flames spread and the fire 
and the screams of the burning Armenians reached the sky. 


"On another occasion, on a night we were spending near the (Khabur) river we 
heard the painful and begging screams of women. Although the Armenian refugee 
camp was about a kilometer away the screams could be heard all night. We were 
told that 'children were being taken away from their mothers to be taken to 
school.' In the morning, as I was riding over the bridge crossing the Euphrates 
I saw with horror that the river was red with blood and that bodies and heads of 


children were floating in the water. It was a horrifying sight." 


When I was visiting Istanbul a few years ago I expressed the desire to go and 
see the Armenian Patriarchate. Political advisers warned me that such a visit 
would not be welcome by the Turks. 


In the course of my conversations with Armenians in Istanbul I got the 
impression that after three generations since the massacres the Genocide is 
still alive in their minds as if it happened only yesterday. I was given the 
impression that the experience had hurt each one of them individually. 
Sometimes I think that this poison is like wine; the more you drink of it the 
thirstier you get. 


We, the Jews, identify closely with this issue not only for its moral, spiritual 
and national content but also as a geographical reality. 


Aharon (Aharonson)**, for example, supported the idea of the establishment of an 
Armenian state in eastern Asia Minor on moral grounds. Because he believed that 
an independent Armenian state could in the future mediate on issues that could 
arise between the Jews and the Arabs. 


The inhabitants of the Armenian quarter of Old Jerusalem are mostly the 
descendants of the survivors of the Genocide. Even Patriarch Derderian is an 
orphan who fled the massacres. 


In the Armenian cemetery across from the Gate of Zion--where Armenians gathered 
his week on 24 April to commemorate the Genocide--hundreds of Armenian soldiers 
are buried who were serving in the Turkish army until the Turks killed then. A 
special altar is dedicated to the Genocide in the St Helen Chapel, which the 
Armenians call tue St Gregory the Illuminator Church. 
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It was necessary to whitewash the walls surrounding the St Jacob Monastery 
because they were all covered by anti-Turkish slogans. 


As for the assassination of Turkish diplomats in various countries, we have not 
had such incidents here and we hope that they never happen. But how can we be 
certain that the current mood of the Armenian youth which is moved by historical 
awareness will hold back such incidents in the future? 


Those who study the causes of World War I and who come across the Armenian 
question, which in those days had a bigger significance, will naturally realize 
how bitterly the Armenians were disappointed with repeated promises by the 
allies and how much blood and tears the Armenians have shed as a result of the 
duplicity and cynicism of those countries which are described as "civilized" by 
the West as well as the East. 


Thus it is easy to understand how a genocide of that magnitude could happen when 
nobody did anything to prevent it. We, the Jews, learned that lesson too late 
and at an extremely inopportune moment. 


At this time of rememberance for the Armenian Genocide I can only think that 
those who are trying to appear blameless today could have taken coordinated and 
practical steps to prevent the Armenian and Jewish genocides. 


*"Nili" was a British intelligence network which was manned by Jews and _ which 
operated in the Middle East during World War I. The Turks arrested and 
condemned to death the entire network. Eitan (Belkend) was the only member of 
the network who survived. 


**Aharon (Aharonson) and his sister were both members of Nili and were executed 
by firing squad after being subjected to inhuman tortures. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


GERMAN PERIODICAL DISCUSSES ARMENIAN QUESTION, TERRORISM 
Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 2 Nov 83 p 4 


[Text] The international press has recently been giving extensive coverage to 
the Armenian question and Armenian terrorism. In a six-page feature article in 
the first week of September, the West German weekly, STERN, surveys Armenian 
terrorism and its goals and objectives. STERN correspondents Hans Joachim 
Leuver and Jay Ulal visited Lebanon, one of the largest centers of the Armenian 
diaspora, and toured the Bourj Hammoud quarter of Beirut in order to better 
acquaint themselves with the survivors of the Armenian genocide and to gauge the 
feelings of their families. 


The article features a number of photographs. The headline reads: "Rights must 
be won by force." The STERN correspondents witnessed Armenian life in Beirut, 
the inner fortress of the Armenian diaspora, had meetings with relatives of the 
five young men who killed themselves in Lisbon, visited Armenian churches and 
familiarized themselves with anti-Turkish sentiments. 

In the course of their contacts, the correspondents also met Ovsanna Markarian, 
a 78-year-old woman who is bed-ridden for life and who has iost her eyesight. 
Mrs Markarian told the German journalists her tragic story which we read in 
STERN and which is the story of an eyewitness and a survivor, as the authors of 
the article point out. Mrs Markarian says: "I used to live in Adana. One day, 
around the beginning of the summer of 1915, all Armenians started receiving 
letters which said that we should leave the city in 24 hours. My father put 
together all our valuables, and the next day the police chief took us to. the 
train station. They packed us into livestock cars together with horses and 
cows." The 78-year-old Armenian woman later explains to STERN correspondents: 
"The soldiers repeated constantly that a long journey awaited us. The Turks did 
not give us any food. We tried to find anything to chew on while the very weak 
remained lying on the floor. For days there was nothing to eat and we were 
forced to eat cried horse droppings and to drink the camels' and the cows’ 
urine." 


One of the pictures in the STERN article depicts Ovsanna Markarian sitting on 
her bed. Later, the German journalists state that every day they spent in 
Beirut they witnessed the Armenian question and the Armenians' anguish. Leuver 
and Ulal also visited the April Martyrs' Memorial built near the St Gregory the 
Illuminator Mother Church in Antilias. The memorial houses evidence--skulls, 
bones and other remains--of the first genocide of the 20th century. 
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The German journalists next explain that it is impossible to find a_ single 
Armenian family in Beirut which has not been touched by the genocide and 
conclude that it is this psychological shock that strongly binds all Armenians 
together. They know that the Armenians as a nation are dispersed all over the 
world, in more than 40 countries. But their history of suffering, which they 
commemorate universaily, binds them together in the diaspora with invisible 
ties. 


In the light of these facts the two journalists come to the conclusion that when 
the Armenian people fleeing genocide found shelter in various countries, Lebanon 
in particular, the survivors first directed their efforts toward perpetuating 
their existence and to meet their basic necessities in these new and foreign 
countries. They did everything to preserve their national identity, and _ the 
Armenian church played a major role in this effort. It took more than 50 years 
for the Armenian diaspora to organize itself. By that time, the _ second 
generation had taken over. Then rose the third generation which is now trying 
to reclaim its usurped rights and the homeland it has lost. 


The two correspondents explain that although the Armenians of Bourj Hammoud are 
good Christians they still talk about revenge and violence because they believe 
that that is the only way they can repossess their rights. It is interesting 
that the two correspondents say: "In that sense, the Armenians are right. 
Without the assassinations and the bombs the world would not pay attention to 
the Armenians." The authors then give an account of the events that affected 
the Armenians from 1894 onward. They describe the policies of Sultan Abdulhamit 
Il and Talat Pasha and the genocide of 1915 interspersing them with chapters of 
the ancient history of the Armenians including their conversion to Christianity 
in 301. The two journalists also recall that 11 years ago, after fruitless 
demonstrations and memoranda, the Armenians declared to the world: "Rights can 
be won not by begging and asking but by force." 


That is when the wave of Armenian terrorism took birth. The authors then talk 
about various Armenian terrorist groups, such as the "Secret Army", the "Justice 
Commandos" and the recently unveiled "Armenian Revolutionary Army." The authors 
visited the families of the five Armenian young men who killed themselves by a 
bomb during the occupation of the Turkish embassy in Lisbon on 27 July. These 
young men belonged to the newly-formed guerrilla organization called the 
"Armenian Revolutionary Army." Nazar Daghlian, the father of one the young men, 
told the authors that if he had known why his son was leaving he would have 
shaken his hand and kissed his forehead. The authors then report that’ these 
five young men are considered heroes and not terrorists in Beirut. 


At the end of the article, the authors explain the stances of the Western 
governments, the Soviet Union and Turkey with respect to the Armenian question 
and after outlining the interests of each of them they come to the conclusion 
that for the moment it is in the interests of none of them to resolve the 
Armenian question. The authors then note in conclusion that it is for this 
reason that Armenian young men and women, having been dismayed by the world's 
cold silence and having run out of options, have been forced to resort to 
terrorism to regain their rights. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


ARMENIAN QUESTION EXAMINED AT FRANCE'S SOCIALIST PARTY CONGRESS 
Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 8 Nov 83 p 4 


[Text] [Editor's note] In AZTAG's 5 November edition we reported about’ the 
congress of the French Socialist Party the previous weekend. The congress was 
also attended by delegates of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation [ARF] and 
thanks to their efforts the congress unanimously endorsed a_ resolution 
envisioning practical assistance to the Armenian cause as well as other 
decisions. 


Below we present the issues raised at the congress in general and the work of 
the ARF delegation and the details of the steps taken in connection with the 
Armenian cause in particular. 


Issues Raised at the Congress 


The congress of the French Socialist Party was held last weekend in the city of 
Bourg-en-Bresse in southern France. The congress was attended by 1,400 
elected delegates from various regions of France as well as 1,2C0 observers, 
1,000 foreign guests and hundreds of journalists. 


Among issues of cuncern to the French Socialist Party, the primary items on the 
agenda of the Congress were four outlines about the party's future political, 
economic and social policies. The outlines were presented by prominent figures 
in the party, such as Prime Minister Pierre Mauroy, First Secretary Lionel 
(Jospen), Michel Rocard and Jean Pierre (Chevenman). 


The French economy, which has been suffering severe declines in many areas as a 
result of many causes, was a prominent subject at the congress. In this 
connection, former cabinet minister Jean Pierre (Chevenman) proposed a number of 
radical and abrupt measures while Minister of Economy Jacques Delors defended 
"healing" measures of thriftiness and austerity and proposed limits on certain 
government expenditures, the stabilization of wages and the endorsement of a 
special program to promote a competitive market. 


The participants in the congress extensively discussed the future political and 
ideological advancement of the Socialist Party. Specifically, the following 
quesitions were raised: Where is socialism headed? How can true socialism be 
attained? What kind of socialism do we want? 
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A free exchange of ideas examined the steps that could be taken to counter’ the 


campaign waged by opposition parties attacking the "unhealthiness" of socialist 
rule. The penetrating and detailed analyses of the intellectual representatives 
of the party confronted the participants with new and complex questions rather 
than simplifying the issues. Some of the participants spoke positively about 
the resulting complications which, they said, form the essential elements of the 
future structure of the French Socialist Party. 


The majority of the participants endorsed the view that an extensive campaign 
should be launched to inform broad masses so that the French people in general 
and the rank-and-file members of the party in particular realize the 
achievements and the successes of the party and so that they can become aware of 
the party's spirit of brotherhood and cooperation. 


The congress also examined the recent criticism leveled by the leaders of the 
French Communist Party against political initiatives undertaken by President 
Francois Mitterrand in connection with the deployment of nuclear missiles in 
Kurope, the situation in Chad and Lebanon and new economic measures, which, the 
communists charge, does not conform with their "book." The congress reviewed 
the issue of cooperation with the communists in the light of their stance. 
According to a poll conducted recently, 27 percent of the French people favor 

the continuation of cooperation between the socialists and the communists, while 
56 percent oppose it and would prefer to see moves toward cooperation between 
the socialists and the center-right Republicans. 


The Work of the ARF Delegation 
The ARF delegation attended the entire course of the congress. 


Taking this opportunity, the ARF delegation organized a meeting with socialist 
representatives and figures from various. countries. Initially, it was 
envisioned to have at the meeting ten representatives from the French Socialist 
Party as well as delegates from Britain, West Germany, Luxembourg, Yugoslavia, 
Denmark, Italy, Belgium, Monaco, Greece, Portugal, Austria and a number of other 
countries. At the last minute, however, many delegates were forced to work on 
smoothing out an internal split within the French Socialist Party, and, as a 
result, the ARF's meeting was held ina smaller circle. 


The meeting was attended by one French representative, Paul Du (Porti), who is 
an influential figure in European Parliament circles; one Danish representative 
wno is also a cabinet minister; representatives from Italy, Monaco, Luxembourg 
and Portugal; Faidon Metalinos, a member of the Greek socialist delegation; and 
Gibonne (Majoron) of France who is the secretary general of the socialist 
faction in the European Parliament. Also present at the meeting was Mrs 
(Lidischmidt) of Switzerland who is the president of the international women's 
division. 


The participants in the meeting put forth various proposals envisioning 
legitimate backing for the Armenian cause and /unanimously/ supported a draft 
resolution that has already been submitted to the European Parliament. The 
participants pledged to support and to strengthen this resolution and to take 
practical steps in that direction with the profound conviction that the Armenian 
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question is /legitimate/ and that any step taken toward the resolution of that 
legitimate question wili contribute to "stemming the extre ‘ 
Armenian young men and women who are disillusioned with the efforts made toward 
resolving the Armenian question and returning them to the mainstream 
political struggle." 


In addition to the general resolutions endorsed in connection with the Armenian 
question, it was announced that an international colloquium will be held next 
autumn to examine the possibilities of further politicizing the Armenian 
question. 


During the meeting, members of the ARF delegation syvke on behalf of their 
organization and handed out to the participants folders of documents containing 
information about the Armenian question. 


It was also decided to convey the decisions of the meeting in proper written 
form to the French and other delegates and the representatives of the socialist 
parties of Britain, Austria, West Germany and Yugoslavia who could not attend 
the meeting. 


o 
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ALGERIA 


SONACOME REORGANIZATION EXAMINED 
Algiers ALGERIE ACTUALITE in French 3-9 Nov 83, pp 9-i0 
[Article by Hanafi Taguemout: "'SONACOME: The Umbilical Cord is Cut" 


[Text! In the beginning it seemed a vague and immense task. The question was, 
how to proceed? How many companies needed to be created? What functions and 
what products would it be wise to establish as autonomous entities? Tov tell 
the truth, it was not at all easy to find one's way through the tangle of of- 
ficial posts, management boards, divisions and products. 


"The officials of the small national companies are really lucky," SONACOME 
[National Mechanical Engineering Company] executives must have sighed when they 
thought of the dimensions their company had assumed over the years. Reorganiz- 
ing would have been so much easier if SONACOME had not been so large, with a 
flow chart that overflowed everywhere! But let us go on, for that was the re- 
ality. SONACOME is one of the giants of Algerian industry. Its acronym is 
identified with the mechanical industries and often overflows into the commer- 
cial domain. The company's spectacular growth seems to hamper its own move- 
ment and has turned out to be much more of a handicap than a stimulant. There 
were 4,070 workers in 1971 and 41,400 in 1981. The number in the work force in- 
creased tenfold in 10 years. "SONACOME,"' a document introducing the company 
States laconically, "is presented in the form of a group of industrial and com- 
mercial units. It consists of about 90 units."' But the company's size and the 
forced dispersion of its efforts can be seen chiefly in the range of its activ- 
ities. Judge for yourself: building industrial projects, production, market- 
ing products and replacement parts--both of its own manufacture and imported--, 
product maintenance, transit and customs operations on behalf of its units, 
Civil engineering and excavation works and training. 


The list, which is already tedious, becomes much longer when we come to the 
list of products. They run the gamut from a bolt for a semi-trailer through 
cranes, faucets, compressor-compactors, machine tools, knives, tractors, etc. 
In a ord, SONACOME makes everything. It buys, sells, produces and builds 
thousands of different products with its 8.5 billion-dinar turnover. 


Before starting the actual reorganizing operations, the firm's management first 
reintroduced a more harmonious and homogeneous organization by creating, in 
1980, "four operational divisions" which come between production units and the 
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head office: industrial vehicles, agricultural equipment, industrial products 
and, tinally, public works equipment. Added to these are seven central man- 
igement divisions for finance, personnel, general administration, etc. 


[his reorganization made it possible "'to render autonomous the management of 
certain activities"' that had been spread around; this was an effective prelii - 
inary to redeploying those activities in the form of new companies. 


In the first phase, despite the difficulty involved in the task, SONACOME was 
one of the first operators to start reorganizing by creating three companies 
within its own institution, in January 1981: 


ihe National Company for Production of Agricultural Materials (PMA), 
with headquarters in Sidi Bel Abbes; 


the National Industrial Vehicles Company (SNVI) in Rouiba; 


the National Company tor Distribution of Special Vehicles, Cycles and 
Motorcycles (DVP), with headquarters in Algiers. 


fhese three companies alone account for more than 80 percent of the turnover of 
the former SONACOME and nearly 60 percent of its work torce. Thus, after 1981 
nothing remained of the mother firm but one fifth of its turnover and two 
fifths of its personnel. The sectoral reorganizing committee and the company's 
reorganizing committee therefore chose ''to immediately render autonomous the 
activities that were most important and most nearly ready." 


However, more was clearly needed if management was to distribute among the new 
companies what still remained of the former SONACOME's activities. And it was 
not until January 1983 that the eight other firms were created. In all, then, 
ll new companies shared in the division of the property and missions of the 


mother company (see box). 


[he operations were conducted prudently, of course, but also efficiently. Al] 
ll of the new companies are operational today. And their executive personnel-- 
general managers and their staffs--have already been in place for months. "The 
reorganizing comnittee,'' explains Mr Ab*troun, SONACOME's general manager, "has 
functioned very well and we have received all the aid we asked for from our 
government supervisors. The minister of heavy industry himself supervised the 
reorganization and has followed it step by step." 


Apprehensions aroused in the beginning by the assigning of headquarters person- 
nel--about 1,000 worxers--have been gradually dissipated over the months. Now, 
all that remains to be assigned by SONACOME's general management, aside from 
the ‘liquidating team" (the nucleus of managers who are conducting the reorgan- 
ization operations at headquarters, most of whom are detached from their com- 
panies) are 150 unskilled workers. 

[here remains the problem of the social services. "For the present," 
Mr Saib, the financial manager, "'the social services are functioning as they 
did before. They are still centralized. but this is a national problem. We 
are thinking about putting them on a regional basis, but nothing has been de- 
cided yet." 


says 
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At SONACOME headquarters in Birkhadem, the ''Committee for the Division of Prop- 
erty'' which belongs to the head office itself is working unremittingly. Its 
mission is to inventory and distribute among the new companies the movable 
property: desks, chairs, service vehicles, office supplies, copiers, etc. 


As tor SONACOME's general management, even when reduced to its simplest ex- 
pression it still continues to furnish, to new companies that request it, aid 
that is all the more valuable because it emanates from the people who launched 
and ran most of the units and records that are now under their supervision or 
in their possession. But it is especially in relations with suppliers that 
SONACOME's aid is most often solicited by the new managements. However, rela- 
tions between the latter and the former, which in the beginning were character- 
ized by a kind of "filial feeling," have gradually changed. The telephone 
calls, which used to be very frequent, from the new general managers to 
SONACOME headquarters every time they were faced with a problem, have become 
increasingly rare. The umbilical cord has been cut, the new firms have been 
complete responsibility, but there are still contacts, though they are not hi- 
eratic, with the old SONACOME. 


But what do the "newborns" think of the reorganization? "It is above all when 
you are in a new company that you realize its scope and all of its potential 
for effectiveness. Some people have objected that it has gone too fast. But 

I think you have to create needs in order to determine the means." 

Mr Amrouni, the general manager of the National Industrial Equipment Distribu- 
tion Company (DEI), has the advantage of having first been among those who ac- 
complisned the reorganization--as an official at SONACOME neadquarters--and 
then one of the people who implemented it, in his new post. And going from one 
camp to the other is instructive: "In the old SONACOME," he adds, "industrial 
equipment was a marginal activity, lost among the cranes, the industrial ve- 
hicles and the agricultural equipment. It is hardly ever talked about. Yet it 
represents a whole industrial universe, running the gamut from the small ma- 
chine to the complete assembly line plant. It is a vital sector for the small 
and medium-sized industries." 


As of now, the units are in a direct relationship with the general manager. 

Tne inevitable middlemen who in the past were [the link between] the network 
and the division, are no more than a memory. 

At SONACOME neadquarters, there is less and less coming and going. Tne site 1s 
almost deserted. All that remains are a few laggards who are hastily moving 
out, their arms full of files. In mid-November SONACOME will turn its prem- 
ises over to the Heavy Industry Ministry. For SONACOME, the mission has been 
accomplished. 

Accomplished very well. 


The New Companies Born of SONACOME 


The first three (JO [Official Journal] No 50, 15 December 1981. Decrees 
No 81-341-6 of 12 December 1981. 


PMA--National Agricultural Equipment Production Company, Sidi-Bel-Abbes. 
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SNVI--National Industrial Vehicles Company, Rouiba. 





DVP--National Company for the Distribution of Special Vehicles, Cycles and Mo- 
torcycles, Vely-Ibranim, Algiers. 


The last eight (JO No 1 of 4 January 1983, Decrees No 83.01-16 of 1 January 
1983): 


ERI--National Industrial Realizations Company, Algiers. 
PMO--National Machine Tool Production Company, Oued-Hamimine, Constantine. 


DEI--National Company for the Distribution of Industrial Equipment, Birkhadem, 
Algiers. 


PVP--National Company for the Production of Special Vehicles, Cycles and Mo- 
torcycles, Oran. 


ENEM--National Mechanical Engineering Company, Birkhadem, Algiers. 
ENTP--National Public Works Equipment Company, Ain-Smara, Constantine. 
PMH--National Company for the Production of Hydraulic Equipment, Berrouaghia. 


BCR--National Company for the Production of Nuts and Bolts, Meters and Valves, 
Setif. 


8946 
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ALGERIA 


PITILESS DROUGHT GRIPS NOW-DESOLATE STEPPE COUNTRY 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 21 Nov 83 p 14 
(Article by Fodil Ourabah | 


_Text | The nomad says: "It's a curse..." and he means this aw- 
ful, never-ending drought that shrivels even the sinewy esparto 
grass and artemisia, turns the soil to powder, and sucks the wa- 
ter-holes dry. He stoops, picks up a handful of dust that is in- 
stantly borne away on the wind. He stoops again to uproot a tuft 
of what once was a plant, but now is a blackened, charred, brit- 
tle corpse, drained of sap, drained of life. "...What will become 
of the flocks this winter?" 


The man's gestures are broad, sweeping, his speech laconic. Long 
silences separate his sentences. One feels time has come to a stop. 


Around us the Ain-Rich plateau stretches away, barren and desolate. 
The wind blows hard, and the light is murky. Far away over there, 
the hills of Ouled-Nail are visible, improbably suspended between 
earth and sky. The refraction, the dust, blunt all angles and blur 
all outlines. All visible lines are horizontal. The landscape is 
a panorama of immense solitude, of infinite desolation. 


A Hard Winter Ahead 


At M'Sila, the director of agriculture confirms our impression. 
"The drought is only too real. Up to the beginning of October, 
the situation was disturbing. Right now, it is threatening." 


This is a drought of extreme severity, the culmination of 10 years 
of scant rainfall. In 1980-81, only 9 percent of the normal rain 
fall for the region actually materialized. In 1981-82, it was only 
30 percent of normal, and in 1982-83, only 40 percent of normal. 
This year, it has been only 1 percent. 


With only slight variations, the situation is the same everywhere 
in the steppe regions: the vegetation is drying up, and it is not 
regenerating. There are fewer and fewer seasonal migrations, and 
flocks and herds find less and less to graze upon. The long-term 











situation looms as potentially even more tragic. Over ever-expand- 
ing areas, the carpet of vegetation is dying without hope of succor, 
and disappearing forever. The implacable winds rasp the denuded 
soil, and new deserts appear and spread like a cancer eating away at 
the vitals of the steppe. 


There is a water shortage now, too. The flow from the wells and 
springs along the migration routes is dwindling visibly. The le- 
vel of the water table is dropping. In the southernmost areas, 
where the steppe meets the Saharian Atlas, many watering holes and 
supply points are totally dry. 


After the freeze of last winter, cattlemen were looking forward to 
spring, but the spring came and went without a drop of rain. Then 
came summer, and vicious storms struck at random, bringing some 
rain, but far more devastation. The rain was so heavy that it all 
ran off into the dry beds of the wadis, causing damaging floods. 
The tiny bit of rainfall that seeped into the soil was so micro- 
scopic, so insignificant that only a few inches below the surface, 
where the plant roots were, the soil was still dry, as dry as it 
had been before the rains. When that happened, all the grazers' 
hopes were pinned on the autumn. 


Usually the rains come in September and last through early October, 
and they revive the panting survivors of the summer's aridity. But 
this year, in a gruesome repetition of 1981, the drought hung on, 
and that is the big worry for this winter. Early in November, the 
cold swept down on the steppe, and tne freezing winds scalded the 
ground cover as cruelly as the sun had scorched it. Snow drifted 
over the migration routes, and grazing became a sometime thing. 


A Nagging Uneasiness 


No more doubt about it: the winter months will be hard. Even if 
the rain is falling right now, there are no high hopes of what it 
can do. I will barely manage to deliver some measure of supply 
to the underground watercourses. The problem is that we are now 
on the trailing edge of the dormancy period for the ground cover, 
and the leading edge of the hard freezes. There will not be time, 
between now and spring, for the plants to make a comeback. 


That leaves just one course open to the grazers: feed their herds 
on rations of barley and forage. That will not really nourish then, 
but it will keep them alive. It will enable them to get through 
the 4 months of winter without over-heavy mortality, and without 
excessive weight loss. 


The real concern now is the price of mutton, which is dropping on 
the markets. Many herders, especially the poorest of them, who 
could not afford to lay in their own stocks of barley and forage, 
and scenting famine in the wind, are hurriedly selling off some 
of their herds, especially the oldest and youngest of them, which 
are most vulnerable to intemperate weather and uncertain grazing. 
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The market is flooded. Supply far outstrips demand. As of the 
end of Cctober, the price of lamb and mutton had already dropped 
by some 30 percent from the level at the start of the month. 


To look at them, though, the flocks generally still appear sound. 
You really don't see starving animals, and the lambing season has 
been fairly good. The reason is that they have just returned from 
summer grazing in the grainfields of the North, where they fed 
from July to September on wheat stubble. Right now, they are con- 
centrated in the foothills of the Atlas range, in the dry wadis 
and in the flood-plains where there are still a few wisps of for- 
age, which the herders dole out parsimoniously. How long will this 
last, though? Within a few days, or a few weeks, at most, there 
will be no dodging a situation which everybody fears and which 
everybody knows is inevitable. 


As they did in 1981-82, the government services have developed an 
emergency program to protect the flocks and herds. It involves 
three major operations. First of all, to deliver enough barley 

to the grazing lands to provide survival rations for the whole win- 
ter for brood ewes. At the same time, the flocks must be assured 
of water supplies, mainiy by replacing the decrepit equipment at 
watering places along the migration routes, where the holes have 
run dry. And thirdly, the government is setting up a veterinary 
service which will involve regular vaccination campaigns to insure 
the health of the herds. 


Thus tar, the results of the third thrust have proved most promis- 
ing. We have found that veterinary teams fan out over the steppe 
on a daily basis, and beat the grazers to all the herd assembly 
points, all the watering holes, all the grazing areas, and along 
all the migration routes. Sheep flocks are ali vaccinated free of 
charge against such dread diseases as sheep-pox (ovine variola) 
which, when it appears, can decimate the flock. In addition to 
vaccination, products are given to herders for their use in pre- 
venting the manifold pulmonary and intestinal ailments that can 
strike the flocks in time of drought. 


Barley, No Matter What the Price 


The communal multi-service agriculture cooperative (CAPCS) at Dar 
Eshioukh, on the Djelfa-Busaada road. -- A crowd of more than 200 
people presses against the chain-link fence that keeps it at a safe 
distance from the offices and the storehouses. On the evening be- 
fore, a shipment of barley arrived here, and the news spread fast 
among the herders. 


Ever since dawn, trey have been coming here with their sacks, their 
carts, and with light trucks they have often rented from transport 
companies. Almost exactly in the center of the fenced-in court, 
the barley has been dumped in a great heap. Nobody has bothered 

to move it into the shelter of the storehouse, much less to put 

it into sacks. After all, why bother? In less than an hour there 
won't be a grain of it left. 











Of all the multitude that has come, only some twenty herdsmen will 
be served. The others will drift away with empty sacks. They will 
wait for the next delivery. There is a certain tension in the air. 
And in the offices, the administrative staff and the representa- 
tives of the commune's peasant union are swamped. Countless hands 
reach through the bars at the windows, waving identity cards. The 
people on the other side of the grill check the identities against 
their lists, and hand over supply eligibility certificates amid a 
frenzy of pushing and shoving and shouting. 





The fact is that barley, vital to the survival of the flocks, is 
in very short supply. In Dar Eshioukh commune, for example, the 
registered livestock population amounts to 180,000 head. On the 
basis of minimal rations from the state, the barley quota for all 
herders in the commune is theoretically 10,000 quintals per month. 
Yet as of 25 October, total deliveries to the local CAPCS', came to 
a scant 1,800 quintals. At the end of this months, the employees 
say, there will be another delivery of around 2,000 quintals. [In 
other words, a fifth of the quota. 


The situation is much the same in Djelfa wilaya, in M'Sila wilaya, 
and probably in every wilaya on the steppe. Barley supplies every- 
where are inadequate to cope with the situation that has arisen as 
a result of the drought. In the best of circumstances, the CAPCS , 
representatives ot the UNPA and of the government are devising 
countless ingenious ways of handling a drastic situation with li- 
mited means. Their efforts have kept the distribution process as 
far from anarchy as possible, with herdsmen registered on lists 
and with each one's entitlement entered on the basis of the num- 
ber of head he owns. As deliveries are made, the herdsmen are 
called in according to their place on the lists. This system is 
not always problem-free, however. 


"T've been at this job now for 3 years, and I can tell you that the 
same problems arise every year at the same time." To the man who 
heads the CCLS | extension unknown} in Djelfa, there is nothing 
unusual about the situation. The CCLS is the agency that is res- 
porsible for grain supplies to the wilaya. It has a total storage 
capacity of 279,000 quintals (that is for all cereal grains). 

Yet, as of 15 October, barley stores amounted to 60,000 quintals. 





These are imported cereal grains. Barley earmarked for the region's 
herders come by boat from the ports of Tenes, Oran, and Mostaganem. 
The quantities are so great, the need so pressing, and available 
transport so limited that most grain delivered simply stays heaped 
on the piers. [In an effort to make forwarding a little bit less 
chaotic, local authorities have decided to call on the big owners 
of flocks and herds (those with more than 200 head). These opera- 
tors are required to provide transport from the ports of delivery 
to their holdings for the quotas assigned them. Only small herders 
and drovers are supplied through the CAPCSs, but they must still 
cope with the problems we cited earlier. 
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A Matter of Fairness 


The price of barley is supported by the state. At the official 
market rate, it sells to herders and drovers for 95.20 DA per 
quintal. On the black market, it can cost as much as 200 DA at a 
minimum, and 2600 DA at a maximum. The shortage is such that all 
sheep- and cattle-raisers who contacted us, from the poorest to 
the wealthiest, admitted that they were driven to the black mar- 
ket. All of them fear for their herds and flocks, and all of 
them are ready to pay whatever it costs to preserve them. In 
general, they slaughter some of their animals for market and use 
the money to buy, at whatever the going price may be, the barley 
and forage they need to keep the rest alive until spring. 


That is all very well, except, as one of them told us, "There are 
those who have money and there are others who don't." In other 
words, a big operator with several hundred head of cattle or sheep 
can jump the money hurdle with less pain than can a small one who 
owns only 50 to 100 head as his sole capital resource. The small 
operator can live from day to day. In good times, he can expand 
his »reeding stock from 20 to 30 head. In drought times, he is 
back on the brink of ruin. As for the big operator, his losses 
are more readily figured in absolute value. But he has infinitely 
more resources upon which he can draw to get back on his feet and 
to alter his course once the sticky bits are behind him. [In any 
case, he has more capacity to pay high prices for the barley and 
forage crops needed to protect his animals. 


The problem really arises over the issue of fair distribution of 
barley. First of all comes the need to reckon with the fact that 
available supplies are inadequate to keep all flocks and herds 
alive. Is it fair to apportion supplies proportional to the num- 
ber of head a man holds, no matter the size of the flock, and in 
so doing to risk being unable to meet all the growers' quotas, big 
or small? Is it fairer, when you come right down to it, to let 
barley price supports benefit the owner of S00 head five times 
what it benefits the owner of 100? Or again, is it fair to set a 
ceiling on barley deliveries from the government services so as to 
cover all the requirements of a medium-sized herd (150 to 200 head, 
say), and to leave the grower to worry about the portion of his 
herd or flock that exceeds the ceiling? 


Be that as it may, rationing of barley is as tight as it can be. 
The emergency project's target is not so much to feed the sheep 
and cattle as to provide protection from the drought. And again, 
all that is taken into consideration in distribution of quotas is 
the recipient's reproducing capital: in other words, his ewes or 
heifers. 


The lambs. the grazing stock, and the overage ewes are not counted. 
This means that each grower is entitled to 250 grams of barley per 
day per ewe. According to an expert on sheep- and cattle-raising, 














the minimum ration for keeping a ewe alive is 0.65 units of for- 
age per day, or the equivalent of 050 to 700 grams of barley. 


These are minimum levels for bare survival, enough to supplement . 
the diets of breeding ewes sufficiently to survive nursing their 
autumn lambs and cope with the spring lambing. Make no mistake: 
the idea is not to fatten the flocks, or even to maintain them in 
their present state. Even now, it is almost a foregone conclusion 
that, by the end of this winter, the flocks will have lost consi- 
derable weight. The whole problem is to limit this weight loss 
and, above all, to hold mortality among breeding ewes to a mini- 
mum . 


Beyond the Current Situation 


A drought condition acts as an index to a phenomenon of far greater 
dimensions. It is symptomatic of a structural crisis affecting 

the heritage of the steppe, one which is sweeping like a groundswell 
over the whole tradition of pastoral sheep-raising. 


The root ot the problem lies in the fact that the heritage of the 
steppe is exploited in an anarchic way, its plant resources are 
nearing extinction and, in the long run, a serious threat hangs 
over the ecological environment and the economic resources of this 
vast region. It is impossible to blind oneself to the staggering 
evidence. Beyond any fleeting situation, the plantlife of the 
steppe is steadily etiolating and desertification, which has al- 
ready set in in a number of areas, is spreading, and will continue 
to spread with nothing to halt it. 


The torest of Senalba reaches from Djelta to the Aflou region. Few 
people know it, yet this is perhaps the biggest forest in the coun- 
try, yet, beyond any doubt, it is also the most precious, at least 
at the ecological level. Right in the middle of this forest, pro- 
tected though it is, yet traversed by a cattle migration corridor, 
while on either side of the corridor flourish magnificent growths 
of fir, juniper, tamarisk, acacia ~- and even the occasional oak, 
one comes upon an area completely barren of life, without a single 
blade of vegetation. Nothing. A real mini-desert at the heart of 
all this lush greenne:s. 


The causes? All the experts, all the people kno:ledgable about 
stock-raising unanimously agree that the main reason for the de- 
cline of the steppe is the overload of traffic on the migration 
trails. Estimates put the livestock population of the steppe at 
% million head. All the studies agree that the plant resources 
of the -egion are scarcely sufficient to support -- under condi- 
tions oo. equilibrium -- a population of 4 million head. In plain 
language, that means that we are taking from the steppe twice what 
we can give back to it. This continual drain impoverishes its 
plant resources, saps their regenerative capacity, and flings the 
door wide open to the advance of the desert. 
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Paradoxical as it may seem, desertification begins around the 
watering holes. The vast distances between them and the dila- 
pidation of their equipment help to concentrate the flocks around 
the rare pastoral wells. As a result, these zones are overgrazed 
and very shortly lose their plant cover. Year by year, the shep- 
herd must take his flock further and further away from the water 
hole to find them good pasture. 


In the past few years, we have seen the tractor-drawn water tankers 
hauling water to the grazing areas. The fact is, though, that only 
a lucky few flock-owners have them. As for the little fellows, 
their only alternative usually is a choice between the watering 
hole and the good grazing ground. When they decide to head for the 
green pastures, they make arrangements to rent or hire water- 
tankers and the tractors to haul them from those who own them. 


Three Causes 


The overload on the grazing-grounds of the steppe stems essentially 
from three causes, all three of them linked with recent altera- 
tions in the pattern of grazing. 


-- The introduction and spread of veterinary care is beyond ques - 
tion the oniy remarkable factor in the advancement of migratory 
sheep-growing. Vaccination campaigns, medication for the animals, 
disinfection of watering-holes and other prophylactic procedures 
are systematically carried out by teams of veterinarians. This 
health delivery service is truly efficacious. The flocks are, for 
all practical purposes, proof against the dreadful epizootics that 
once used to decimate them, particularly during periods of drought. 
Those same epizootics ironically worked as a kind of catastrophic 
balancing factor between the flocks and the steppe environment. 
Veterinary services mean that this factor is no longer operative 
and that the livestock population is growing out of all proportion 
and is staying on the steppe year 'round. For purely speculative 
reasons, the cattle dealers are purposely keeping the lamb and mut- 
ton off the market so as to keep meat prices high. They are doing 
so at the cost of destroying the steppe environment and hence to 
the detriment of the pastoral heritage itself. 


-- There is yet another intrusion of the 20th century into the 
steppe landscape: the use of trucks to transport animals consi- 
derably increases the speed with which flocks can move. The shep- 
herd now spends only a day or two on a trip which, in the old days, 
would have taken 10 days to 2 weeks. These days, once word comes 
of good pasture, the flock is there in no time, and the young, ten- 
der shoots are cropped before they have a chance to grow and mature. 


-- The main reason for the overload on the steppe, however, is the 
current trend toward market flocks. Made up solely of yearlings 
for fattening and slaughter, the market herd differs from the graz- 
ing flock in that it does not reproduce. Owners of such flocks as 
a rule have nothing to do with raising or tending them. They pay 
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shepherds to do that work. their role is confined to market deals. 
Their ties to and feeling for the steppe are tenuous. They have 
no concern with its degradation. Only one thing interests them in 
connection with the steppe: it feeds their flocks for nothing. 


This drought situation underscores the fundamental precariousness, 
the extreme fragility, of the pastoral system. The solution lies 
in implementation of the pastoral code, with all that implies by 
way of reorganizing the system, and improvement and development 

of the seasonal migration routes. The recent establishment of the 
high commission for steppe development is an important first step 
toward assuming responsibility for these crucial problems. 


CSO: 4519/37 
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ALGERIA 


RECENT ARRESTS OF MILITANTS NOTED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 28 Oct 83 p 5 


[Article by Jean de la Gueriviere: "'El Moudjahid' Explains the Recent 
Arrests by 'Villainy Mixed with Unfulfilled Ambitions'"] 


[Text] The arrest, among so many others, of the Algerian lawyer Ali Yahia 
Abdennour (LE MONDE, 18 October) stirs up passionate emotions among his col- 
leagues and the people of all [social] conditions and all political viewpoints 
whom he had defended. Questioned on 2 October in Algiers, kept in solitary 
confinement by military security for 18 days, the lawyer was finally able to 
see his wife in a barracks in the capital city. He was presented at the 
public prosecutor's department on 22 October. Since that date, his incarcera- 
tion has taken on more legal forms, but his family is quite concerned about 
his health. He is 63 years old and a diabetic. Mrs Ali Yahia, who found 

her husband, now in jail near Medea, in "an advanced state of physical deteri- 
oration," has written to the country's highest authorities to ask for medical 
expertise, 


A founding member of the UGTA union central, a militant nationalist jailed 
prior to independence, Mr Ali Yahia had been minister of public works and then 
of agriculture from 1965 to 1967. In disagreement with the agricultural policy 
of Boumediene, he turned in his resignation and then opened an office in 
Algiers. 


As a lawyer before the court of appeals and the supreme court, he has often 
argued before the state security court in Medea and the military tribunal of 
Blida. He was one of the driving forces behind the lawyers’ group of the 
Algiers bar which defended 24 militants of the Berber cultural movement tried 
after the events of Kabylie in 1980. He provided the defense of other members 
of the movement arrested in May 1981. In February 1983, he questioned certain 
theses concerning the Algerian nationalist movement in a magazine from Tizi- 
Ouzou University. However, his family members affirm that the Berber movement 
had not become his specialty. He defended military personnel brought before 
the courts and trade unionists. 


His brother, Mr Rachid Ali Yahia, resides in France where he is a militant, in 
a manner judged irresponsible by many here, against President Chadli. A tract 
signed by him and distributed in France last 6 June attacks "the current 














execrable dictatorship which, under the cover of socialism, is sliding toward 
right-wing positions.” The members of the family see each other a lot, the 
wife of the arrested lawyer told us. But the lawyer does not approve of his 
borther's political action. 


During their dramatic meeting of 20 October, Mr Ali Yahia told his wife that 
he had the impression that they wanted to "pin a financial scandal on him." 
During the searches carried out at his office and at his home, the eyuivalent 
of 300,000 francs in Algerian banknotes were seized from a safe. Mrs Ali 
Yahia maintains that this was the result of personal savings and deposits made 
by close relatives. 


A Former Minister 


On 20 October, the newspaper El Moudjahid published a brief piece concerning 
the arrest of 13 people "for attempted criminal activity." The link is diffi- 
cult to establish between these defendants who were supposedly mixed up with 

a "currency smuggling network."" Among them one finds a former member of the 
resistance, Mrs Fatouma Ouzegane and a former minister Mr Seghir Nekkache. 
Under the title "Putting a Stop to Villainy and Adverturism," the official 
daily returned to the matter in a front page editorial on 22 October. Citing 
new names, those of a bookseller in Algiers linked to “certain foreign ser- 
vices," a "former Harki bar manager in Marseilles" and a hotel owner in 
Paris, El Moudjahid speaks of a "heterogeneous learned assembly" mixing "vil- 
lainy with unfulfilled ambitions." Not discarding the hypothesis that some 

of them may have been "found as it were trapped," the newspaper concludes that 
"from currency smuggling to arms smuggling is just one step.” 


Without ruling out the possibility that the police in fact may have laid hands 
on some guilty parties, Mr Ali Yahia's friends find this mixture rather un- 
pleasant. They are hoping that justice will operate in the open and quickly. 
The two matters are not connected, but everyone in Algiers notes that the pre- 
liminary investigation and hearing of the trial of the Islamic extremists ar- 
rested in December and January is continuing, while the government let it be 
known at the time that they would be judged without delay and with all legal 
guarantees. According to information difficult to control, the arrests of 
this month of October may have been more numerous than announced and there 
were tens of them at least in Algiers, in Oran and in the Aures. 
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ALGERIA 


PROBLEM OF ABSENTEEISM, ITS CONSEQUENCES REVIEWED 
Algiers ALGERIE ACTUALITE in French 27 Oct-2 Nov 83 pp 9-10 
[Article by Fatiha Akeb: "Absenteeism: Blowing the Whistle"] 


[Text] 1s absenteeism a sacred cow or is it an ill that 
ought to be tackled? Is absenteeism a practice or just 
statistics? Is it a propensity, a product, a consequence? 
Should coffee-shops become off-limits? Should we revise 
our whole management system? How should we fight absen- 
teeism? There is the question. Far from all theories, 
absenteeism is an open sore, especially in a young coun- 
try like ours which must both promote its economic develop~ 
ment and meet the legitimate demands of its citizens for 
a better quality of life. The academic approach to the 
phenomenon of absenteeism is obsolete. What we must do, 
is define the problem and possible solutions. In 1983, 

on the eve of the second Five-Year Plan and at a time when 
we are returning to work and rigor, we must get rid of 
absenteeism in its various forms. Clearly, absenteeism 
is not widespread just among blue-collar workers; it is 
also a phenomenon that is kept alive by some who call 
themselves cadres and who spend hours at their working 
place altiough not working, who are busy in corridors 

when they should tackle management problems, and who hide 
behind procedures and multiply meetings to evade their 
responsibilities. 


[If the avenues of the city are bustiing until nightfall, if coffee-shops are 
often crowded, if many people ingest their beverages without getting tired of 
admiring the Bay of Algiers, and if it is difficult to speed up between the 
Square of the Martyrs and El Harrach, should we blame it on absenteeism? And 
if that were the case, should we just take note of the fact and make hasty 
judgements of value that would be serious because they would be empirical and 
would not explain why some workers chose to "hit the dominoes." Not very 
cleverly, they contribute in making absenteeism a typical behavior in our 
country, bringing to mind adjectives such as "lazy" which are then repeated 
with the unseemliness and the tone characteristic of certain racist theories 
when they try to demonstrate that, unfortunately, certain peoples are predis- 
posed to plunge a little deeper into poverty, as they are unable to make the 











t r 
Co eT > 
ibsent t 
trie > . ~ } " [ 
Lit ilt ‘. r ry + i 
e Lud l 
>t Ud r 1d 
is at Cimat 


S ror y ) 
} 
Ri cf 1T) ~ ) 
i >] r ny)? ’ ) 
lt ti y u ¢ u 
‘ 


: ; 
t ) is " it > 
2 . > ‘ 
DUI co ] 
’ a | r 
‘ ‘ , P - 
aid } L SWel iT) 
£5] ¢ 
4 l iit A ! > i 
1 r - { 
i Tie 5a LnereLoOre 
Ss] a 
) 7yr 1 1 ‘ 7 
~ ( 
Of Se if LS jm 
ai . 
LQTro e 
, 
lt t } ; 
> - 
LOT j * >) 


s 
7 7 
i i 
Y Y 
iflle ) l 
; , + 
t % «> i ae 
" + 
t t 
* L 
’ _ 
+}, ¥ ‘ hen | UO 
L , 
_ + 
. i c 
? 
+ - + 
é I 
. ¢ 
W ¢ > e 
rift 
, 
1 
A ¢ } ~ 
i. 
> ef ? 
t 
7 ' { } 
‘ > 
+ } , : 
‘ i 1 > 
' ’ 
5 7 Y 
i a ; . 
ry - ‘ 
t t 
; 
‘ “ 1: t 


tm 


3, science and modern life. Far be it from us 
ism, but we would simply recall that, first, 
i, and « n in highly industrialized coun- 
‘st cf absenteeism as an indicator of a company's 
minimum of reflection that should normally 
C1 ipproacnes. All the more so as no natiouwiue 
in-depth knowledge of the problem or yield, even 
ite of absenteeism. Then, what objective 
that our workers’ assiduity is up to standards, 


... that we have reached a critical threshold, a 


problem closely was made by the Ministrv of Labor 
rime minister, inviting "all ministry departments 


. . . . a ' ! 
ing to guidelines. 


y far as ‘as a whole, the sectors contacted 
merous reminders, only 9 out of 30 sectors 


ned the questionnaires to the Ministry of Labor. 


ry representative and the results only relatively 


ns of this investigation, it showed that the rate 


nm the figures provided by the 9 sectors, ranged 
These rates may be said not to be exceptional." 
them with rates in countries which are his- 
illy different and have reached different stages 


information, the United States had a 5 percent rate 
FRG 7 percent in 1971, Itaiy 15 percent during the 
1eral Motors made a study covering the pericd 1969- 


rall rate of absenteeism was 7.8 percent. Still 
ing days lost because of certified illness during 
lO percent higher than the rate for 1960-1964. 


reases steadily in these countries where the 


ditions more favorable. 


the Ministry of Labor which, despite the 
») interpret the statistics: as far as cost is con- 
population of 100,000 workers considered, the 


at over 60 million dinars, i.e. roughly 
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. absenteeism among the 
itional schools amounted to having a mass 


ster at the start of the school year without ever 
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reliable rates for the country’s economy as a whole, 


S. ie Chlef governorate complains that it 
result of abseateeism. In an essay on the phenom- 
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enon as it occurs in company plants, SUNELGA tional Electricity and Gas Com- 
pany] arrived at a total of over 1.5 millior hours not worked for 1978 
alone. The tables show an increase of 200,000 hours lost compared with 1976. 


We all know that statistics will say what we want them to say. This is espe- 
cially true when, as in the case of absenteeism, calculations are made on a 


subject which is not even defined with precisic 


nm. In the introduction to its 
. — 1 ° ° o-4 
essay, SONELGAZ notes that "absenteeism is stil 


till a blurred notion,” which lumps 
many things together. A maternity leave is a form of absenteeism, just as much 
as time off without pay, time off to attend personal matters, an industrial 
injury, taking a break during work. If the definition is blurred, what is the 
use of calculating rates, adding hours and drawing conclusions? One major 
question is this: What is absenteeism? Is it “the material absence from the 
work station” or else "the sum of work hours owed by workers but during which 
they did not actually work for any reason and for any length of time (full or 
part-time absences)"? Should we make a distinction between absence according 
to regulations and absence in defiance of regulations? 


Finally, should absenteeism include “formal presence without performance," which 
some also call "virtual presence" or again "presenteeism"...? 


The definition alone is a sum of questions without accurate answers. If ra- 
tional work is based on precision, everything there is rather unclear to us, 
and yet we cannot push the debate to the point of inquiring, for instance, what 
method is used in calculations, what numbers are divided or multiplied by each 
other to determine the “multiple forms of expression of the phenomenon of ab- 
senteeism.” An indicator of seriousness, of frequency, the average time of 


y 


absence... 


Because absenteeism affects plant output and the realization of planned objec- 
tives, we cannot and should not apply to it the same simple and easy reasoning 
we would use if we had to deal with carefree teenagers playing hooky. 
Absenteeism is a management indicator and as such it should be seriously in- 
vestigated, using adequate means and competence. 


However, until now it has been investigated only in isolated cases, when some 
enterprise or the other focussed on it somewhat inconsistently and without any 
in-depth analysis. A single initiative had the merit of broadening the dis- 
cussion and opposing various points of view on absenteeism: that was the seminar 
organized by cadres and unions of the energy sector with the participation of 
the Ministry of Health and Labor, which took place in October 1982. 


Fully aware that they had to do more than just take note of the facts, those 
. . . m ’ " 
attending the seminar discussed at length what they understood under absen- 
. ‘ . . . s . 
teeism,'’ noting that it was not an "innate type of behavior.” 


Since it is not a congenital defect, absenteeism must therefore be the result 
of objective causes. These may be inherent or foreign to the enterprise. 
Concrete factors will bring about the absence or "alienation" of workers from 
their work station, and decrease their motivation. 
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Every year, industrial injuries contribute to increase the rate of absenteeism. 
According to the Ministry of Health, in 1979 over 1 million workdays were lost 
as a result of over 63,000 indusirial injuries and the ensuin”™ work stoppages. 
That was 7.2 percent more than in 1978, not taking into account the fact that 
not all accidents are reported. Here is an example mentioned in Social Security 
statistics: "An enterprise reporting a loss of 15,000 workdays as a result of 
industrial injuries recovered from the Social Security, during the same year, 
indemnities tor only close to 7,000 days, which corresponds to a settlement for 
approximately 50 percent of industrial injuries involving work stoppage." The 
rest was not reported. In less than a decade, the number of serious accidents 
resulting in work stoppage increased by 147.4 percent. This is a highly signif- 
icant indication of the efforts that remain to be done to protect the "labor 
force." It is probably true that some physicians will issue false medical cer- 
tificates. But how many are they? "Not very many," according to a Ministry of 
Labor official, and this causes us to raise the issue of hygiene, security and 
protection of the worker's health in the very plant where he works. ONIMET 
[National Interenterprise Industrial Medicine Organization], which was initially 
created to organized prevention, inspect work places and give special attention 
to workers exposed to hazards, became an organization for social and curative 
medicine, “by force of circumstances" according to its officials. Industrial 
medicine? It has reached an all-time low, it must start from scratch. 


Table 1. Industrial Injuries Involving Work Stoppage 








Year Number of Accidents Workdays Compensated 
1970 25,602 559,301 
1971 30,481 717,803 
1972 31,738 798 ,897 
1977 95,959 1,293,526 
1978 59, 100 1,408 ,298 
1979 63,343 1,475,892 


The rates of absenteeism, but also the rates of personnel turnover, which are 
extremely high in factories (sometimes as high as 50 percent), are symptoms 

that should make us ponder and progress further in the scientific organization 
of labor. For instance, the Arzew refinery managed to have an 80 percent rate 
of turnover of its personnel, with all the effects such personnel mobility 

will have on performance. The rational organization of labor implies rigor at 
work and in production because it assumes the same degree of rigor in the divi- 
sion of labor, job profiles, the definition of responsibilities... It also im- 
plies the existence of competent managers able to mobilize workers around pro- 
duction programs and increasingly efficient management methods. Clearly, not 
all our units provide material rewards for effort, and those in charge of 
mobilizing energies often fail to find the words that would encourage workers 
to exceed production quotas, or at least fulfill them. Outside the enterprise, 
the environment makes heavy demands on workers’ time. Our larger production 
units, such as SONACOME [National Mechanical Engineering Company] and El Hadjar, 
have borne for a long time and are still bearing--in the form of absenteeism, 
low productivity and personnel turnover--the consequences of the housing 
shortage, the lack of adequate transportation and the general backwardness 

of our social services. However, it so happens that social services are the 
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yardstick by which workers measure the results of their efforts, the reason 
that they get attached to the enterprise. This is why we should encourage the 
positive measures adopted to prevent work hours from overlapping with the hours 
of the souk-el-fellah, the APC [People's Communal Assemblies]... 


Still, it is obvious that absenteeism, taken as an indicator of declining pro- 
duction, of the quality of economic management, calls for a debate that has 


only just begun. 


Table 2. Rates of Absenteeism In Foreign Countries 








Country Year Percent 
United States 1967 4.3 
1972 5 
Federal Republic of Germany 1954 4 
1971 7 
Netherlands 1961 4.9 
1969 7.6 
Italy 1966 5 
1972 15 


Absenteeism in Chlef 


An example among many: the Chlef governorate reported a loss of earnings of 
close to 2 billion dinars because of absenteeism. The governor, Mr Aktouf, 
submitted the following figures on the ills of absenteeism at the recent 
government/governors meeting. 


- In the 14 units covered by the investigation, which employ 4,710 workers, 
4,640 illness certificates were issued, resulting in a loss of 31,200 workdays. 
This waste is the equivalent to closing a 100-worker unit for 10 years. 


- There are 220 units in Chlef, so the results for the 14 units should be 
multiplied by 20 to give an idea of the scope of the phenomenon [figures as 
published]. 
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EGYPT 


INTERIOR MINISTER'S VIEWS ON TERRORISM IN EGYPT 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic No 2888, 17 Oct 83 pp 12-18 


(Interview with Interior Minister Hasan Abu Basha by Ahmad Hamrush in Cairo: 
"Terrorism Is Developing from Individual Incidents to an Attempt to Seize 
Power Violently. Muslim Brotherhood Leaders Now Profess Violence and Terror- 
ism"; date not specified/ 


[Text] The Ministry of Interior in Egypt was and still is the most important 
ministry by which to determine the direction of state policy. 


Before the revolution, the prime minister, in most cases, held the position 
of minister of the interior. $a'd Zaghlul was prime minister and minister of 
the interior in the first constitutional cabinet formed January 1924; this 
tradition endured after him. Many prime ministers, like Mustafa al-Nahhas, 
Muhammad Mahmud, Isma'il Sidqi, Tawfiq Nasir, Mahmud Fahim al-Nuqrashi and 
"Ali Mahir combined both positions. 


Some prime ministers selected qualified and trustworthy individuals to be 
ministers of the interior: 'Abd-al-Fattah Yahya chose Mahmud Fahmi al-Qaysi; 
Ahmad Mahir chose Mahmud Fahmi al-Nuqrashi; Mustafa al-Nahhas chose Fu'ad 
Siraj-al-Din; and Ahmad Zayyur chose Isma'il Sidqi. 


Things changed gradually after the revolution. The prime minister was no 
longer interior minister by necessity, even though this position remained in 
the hands of personalities who were basically trustworthy. 


Before the revolution, the ministry of the interior was not headed by offi- 
cers, but after the revolution, army officers held this position: Jamal 
"Abd-al-Nasir, Zakariyah Muhyi-al-Din, ‘Abbas Radwan, and Sha'rawi Jum'‘ah. 
Police officers also held this position: 'Abd-al-'Azim Fahmi, Mamduh Salim, 
al-Nabawi Isma'il and, recently, Hasan Abu Basha. 


All army officers were from the Revolutionary Command Cowcil--like Zakariyah 
Muhyi-al-Din who, from the very beginning, was entrusted with security and 
formed the interior ministry in its present form, along with General Intelli- 
gence as well--or from the Free Officers, like ‘Abbas Radwan and Sha'rawi 
Jum'ah who combined the responsibility of the interior ministry with the 
secretariatship of the Socialist Vanguard, the political apparatus of the 
[Krab/ Socialist Union, and the secretariat general of the organization. 
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As for the police officers, they all worked in the ministry's political 
apparatus--which, before the revolution, was known as "the political police" 
and was late: changed to "General Investigations /Mabahith/--except for 
al-Nabawi Isma'il. 


Political apparatuses in the police are entrusted with the responsibility 
of protecting the regime from political enemies. 


Therefore, we must differentiate between the "political police," which we 
grew up hating and treating as an enemy because it was forever serving the 
monarchy--some collaborators with British occupation had infiltrated it-- 
and between security agencies created during the revolution. 


General Investigations /Mabahith/, for example, during the Zakariyah Muhyi- 
al-Din or the Sha'rawi Jum'ah eras, was definitely working to protect the 
regime led by national leader Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir. 


Regime positions reflected on this security apparatus and information from 
this apparatus influenced the vision and tendencies of the political leader- 
ship. 


Some regime excesses in opening detention camps and torturing detainees 
undoubtedly tall primarily on responsible security agencies. 


Thus, mora! and ethical responsibility for regime or leadership excesses fell 
on security agencies in charge of implementation. 


Therefore, it is strange to have an interior minister about whom people have 
"anything good" to say. 


I had not been to the interior ministry since the evening of 12 May 1971 when 
I met with Sha'rawi Jum'ah at a time when talk about differences between the 
president of the republic and his entourage was floating around. On this 
night, preceding his dismissal, Sha'rawi Jum'ah was not aware of the dimen- 
sion of things around him. Rather, he was keen on expressing his hope of 
overcoming the differences. 


But the conspiratorial wheel was already turning. 


I had not gone to the interior ministry since that night except for a meeting 
with Mamduh Salim at the same office in November 1971. He was eager to re- 
affirm the neutrality and impartiality of the People's Assembly elections. 


This was true, and it merited the minister's attention. They were the first 
elections held after the permanent constitution, at a time when the interior 
ministry was being run by a police officer whom I had met in Alexandria dur- 
ing the early years of the revolution when he was an officer in General 
Investigations. He was known for his’ noble character, integrity and honesty. 


Twelve years have passed since my /flast/ visit to the interior ministry. 
There is no room to talk about this period now. 











Days went by and I asked for an interview with the interior minister because 
of Afro-Asian /Peoples‘/ Solidarity Organization had called for a meeting 

of the Arab solidarity committees to be hosted by the Egyptian solidarity 
committee in Cairo. 


I was very eager to ascertain the security agencies’ treatment of Arab guests 
when they came, and I wanted members of the solidarity committee to return to 
their countries with the feeling that Egypt had received them with open arms. 


When I raised this matter with Minister Hasan Abu Basha at the same office 
which I had not been to in 12 years, I felt I was before a person who had a 
new concept of political security. He said something to the effect that the 
guests of the Egyptian solidarity committee are the guests of the Egyptian 
people and that the interior ministry's agencies would do everything they 
could to make their stay most p’easant from the moment of arrival until 

the moment of departure. 


The meeting was not held for reasons which had nothing to do with Egypt and 
which I am not free to discuss. 


I went to the minister to thank him for his position. 


The visit was at the time when a storm was’ raging over the interior ministry 
because the government had asked for a 1 year extension of the emergency law. 


There is not one person who welcomes life under an emergency law. Otherwise, 
we would be like those who were said to have participated in the 10 February 
1977 referendum and supported life imprisonment at hard labor for those who 
engage in strikes, gatherings or sit-ins or who join secret organizations! 


That was the first time people went to the polls to put their necks under 
the guillotine of an unjust law that puts people in prison for expressing 
themselves. It was declared that the approval rate was exactly 99.43 percent! 


As far as I know, that was the first time that people willingly asked to have 
their freedom restricted and to go to prison of their own accord! 


I went to Hasan Abu Basha at a time when Husni Mubarak had sent to the 
People's Assembly a resolution repealing this infamous law carrying the title 
"Protection of the Homeland and the Citizen." 


I did not ask the interior minister about the wisdom of issuing the emergency 
law because in the People's Assembly he had given his answer which can be 
summed up as resisting terrorism. 


(Question/ I asked the interior minister: Is there any relationship linking 
any terrorist incident to the proclamation of the emergency law? 


[Answer] Terrorism in Egypt has evolved. It is no longer indidivual incidents, 
but has become a terrorist design aimed at seizing power. The difference 
is in the nature of past terrorist operations of limited patriotic motivation, 
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such as the assassinations of the British supreme commander, Butrus Pasha 
Ghali, Amin Pasha ‘Uthman and others, and of the two most important terror- 
ist acts in Egypt: the incident of the military technical /academy/ and 
the 6 October incident where terrorism was coupled with an attempt to seize 
power by violent means. 


The regime is not facing individual incidents subject to ordinary laws, but 
a planned military action aimed at changing the system of rule by force of 
arms. 


Therefore, this form of terrorism we are trying to eradicate politically, 
socially and psychologically is coupled with an emergency law, since it 
cannot be said that the dangers of organized terrorism have disappeared 

or that terrorism has been rooted out despite achievements during the past 2 
years in the scientific approach to the motives of terrorism. 


I will be the first to call for the repeal of the emergency law when I can be 
sure that the motives for terrorism threatening the security of the people and 
the country have vanished. 


(Question? Is it possible to explain the outlines of this 'scientific 
approach’ to terrorism? Why has this wave not totally disappeared years after 
the reviewing stand incident /the Sadat assassinatiop/? 


(Answer/ The scientific approach to terrorism begins with an intellectual 
dialogue we have adopted as our course during the past 2 years with the help 
of a number of important scholars who faced the terrorist mind with proof 
and evidence. 


Absence of intellectual debate with extremist organizations of different 
names encouraged the escalation of terrorism and proved its seriousness in 
past years. 


I believe that the dialogue, besides being democratic and civilized, serves 
to enlighten young minds. 


Another scientific method is identification of outside sources of planning 
and organization. Terrorism at this stage does not originate from any 

one single country. There are international connections and sometimes world 
organizations that use violence as a means for achieving private objectives. 


Finally, total disappearance of terrorist waves is linked to our success in 
treating social ills brought about by deviation, severe class distinction and 


lack of discipline. 


Triumph over terrorism is no easy battle as some may imagine, and overreact- 
ing in this regard is of no use. 


(Questign/ The scientific approach is a sound starting point, but I have 
always had this nagging question: Why did terrorism in Egypt avoid religious 
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tendencies in the past, and why has it reached a point where it comes out 
of the cloaks of religious figures? Why has this happened with this series 
of assassinations: Ahmad Mahir, Mahmud Fahmi al-Nugqrashi, the attempt 

on ‘Abd-al-Nasir's life in al-Manshiyah Square, the technical military 
(academy) and, finally, Anwar al-Sadat? 


[Answer] First, I would like to exlain that many Muslim Brotherhood 
leaders have come to profess violence and terrorism. They were afflicted 
in the past by a kind of counter-terrorism when Supreme Guide Shaykh Hasan 
al-Banna was assassinated. 


This, in my opinion, has developed into something better: an understanding 
of the profound meaning of tolerance and religious purity. 


Terrorist operations that followed originated from secret apparatuses of ex- 
tremist groups not totally submissive to the Brotherhood's leadership. 


These trends spread and branched out into groups of varying appellations and 
followed the course of accusing society of infidelity. 


Herein lies the deep contradiction between true Islamic thinking and the 
thinking of those who have turned to terrorism and violence. 


Some have picked up the ideas of Ibn Taymiyah, who described the Tatars as 
infidels, and they apply them to our times and our society. It is a very 
strange analogy because they compare present society with the way things 
were during the Tatar era, while most of our laws are based on the Islamic 
Shari'ah." 


(Hasan Abu Basha elucidated.) 


Through this course, they are trying to convince young people, through 
religion that has great influence on human beings, that they live in an 
infidel society just as ignorant as the original ‘pre-Islamic paganism’ which 
made it necessary for the Muslims to fight it. 


(Question] Were you able, through persuasion and enlightenment, to bring 
the young people back to the honorable and lofty truths of the Islamic 
religion and to get them to start thinking again about the times we live in? 


(Answet~/ Young people's response to fighting terrorism is encouraging. Many 
of those who followed this path have renounced it and have chosen the right 


road. 


But some of them still hold their previous position that deprives them of 
their will and obliges them to listen and obey; and not to argue with the 
"emir" {J.e., prince or leader of their religious group/. 


They are besieged by these ideas on one hand, and by the promise of paradise, 
on the other. Some dissidents are threatened with physical liquidation. It is 
a battle of bringing some young people back to their senses. 
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[Question] But I perceive a phenomenon worthy of exlanation. The so-called 
sectarian sedition that flared up in Egypt some years ago, culminating in 

the "al-Zawiyah al-Hamrah" /the name of a quarter in Cairo/ massacre. At 
that time, Egypt was going downhill and was sinking into a political abyss 
with all sorts of fanaticism, the most dangerous of which is religious 
fanaticism, alien to our history and our society. Our ancient people 

are proud of their unity that has lasted for thousands of years, and our 1919 
national revolution raised a banner with the crescent embracing the cross. 


Was the outbreak of confessional strife at that time linked to special cir- 
cumstances? 


[Answer] "What was called ‘sectarian sedition’ was an unnatural phenomenon 
brought to the surface by wrong attitudes. But, in any case, it was a 
strange phenomenon because our society is bound by national unity. 


For the last 2 years, we have not sensed any danger threatening national 
unity or igniting sectarian sedition. 


(Question? Therefore, why has this wave disappeared during the last 2 years, 
and we no longer feel the threat of so-called sectarian sedition? 


I wonder, is it because some agencies no longer encourage religious societies 
among young college students or are there other factors? 


f/Answer/ Sectarian sedition is a reflection of violent and terrorist 
phenomena in society. 


There are varying elements which have an interest in striking at national 
unity in Egypt. 


I believe that the disappearance of sectarian sedition in the past 2 years 
is due to the atmosphere of freedom and democracy prevailing over society. 


I assure you that the interior ministry's agencies no longer interfere, 
directly or indirectly, in the political movement inside or outside the 
university. 


The ministry's duty is to observe the situation and protect the security of 
the citizens and the country. 


(Question? Talk brought us to the issue of the hour--every hour--the issue 
of democracy in Egypt. 


Are we now experiencing true democracy in Egypt? 


I firmly believe that one of the most important factors in combatting 
terrorism is the existence of a sound democratic society which brings out all 
perils and deviations and in which people can enjoy all human rights, form 
parties and organizations and have full freedom of expression; a society that 
does not impose emergency laws unparalleled in any democratic society. 
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Democracy in Egypt must not be compared to democracy in any other Arab 
country. We in Egypt have experience, trials and sacrifices in democracy. 
We aspire to be like the most civilized nations in our application of 
democracy and our protection of human rights. 


I said this while wondering how democracy in Egypt stacked up to this 


(ideaT/. 


The minister ordered another cup of peppermint drink for me and replied with 
a smile. 


fAnswer] Let us first agree that what is taking place now is not the end of 
the matter because democracy does not freeze political movement and does not 
make what we now have, a third unchangeable matter. The nature of democracy 
is interaction between viewpoints, inevitably leading to a better future. 


Do you agree? 
{Hamrush/ Yes, we do. 


[Basha/ Then let us go one step further. Don't you agree with me that the 
democratic experience has taken on healthy dimensions not present in recent 
history?; not in the 60's, not in the 70's. 


The democratic experience in the 80's boasts the following: 


1 - The national press and the opposition press are being published without 
legal prosecution or confiscation. Words of criticism and opposition are not 
confined to the opposition. They are clearly reflected in articles by a 
number of writers in the national press. 


2 - Despite the fact that this phase began with a grave terrorist act, des- 
pite the existence of terrorist organizations aiming at overthrowing the rule, 
and despite the existence of the emergency law, it cannet be said that the 
authorities used that for other than combatting terrorism." 


{Hamrush7 Hasan Abu Pasha continued,with obvious enthusiasm. 


[Basha/ Be assured that all political forces, be they government or opposi- 
tion, will be targets in any attempt to grab power illegally. 


Our historical responsibility is to implant in the Egyptian conscience the 
necessity to preserve our democratic society and to avoid any shocks that 


may put us 10 years behind. 


We will be the first to harm the democratic future if we resort to extremism 
and overreacting for partisan or phased objectives. 


{Question/ But the framework of the experience we are going through did not 
begin in the 80's but rather in the 70's when democracy was fettered with a 
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number of emergency laws, some of which were proved to be unjust. Our 
proof is the resolution adopted by President Husni Mubarak to repeal two 

of the strongest and most oppressive of these laws. Is this not proof that 
it is possible to lift some of what we call ‘democratic rules'? 





I related to the interior minister my experience with the Portuguese revolu- 
tion, which I experienced in Lisbon in April 1974, and with the first 
elections /there7 in 1974 when 14 parties ran for election, but only 4 made 
it because the constitution disallowed the existence of any party that did 
not get one percent of the vote. 


(Question? Why don't we allow the formation of /moré/ parties and why are 
restrictions being imposed on the New Wafd Party? Why don't we formulate 
our democratic experience from wr vision in the 80's and not from our past 
in the 70's? 


[Answer] As I have already said, there is no final or unalterable situation. 


Nonetheless, the existence of a parties' committee /4n the People's Assembly/, 
with its restrictions on creating parties, is not considered a restriction. 
The committee's decision is not immune for it is subject to judicial 

control in the Council of State. 


We in Egypt believe in the principle of prior /before the electionp/ rules in 
the interest of democratic practice. In Portugal, they believe in the 
principle of subsequent /after the electiqg/ rules. Both are equal inasmuch 
as they aim at preventing the invalidation of the democratic experience 
through extremist and dependent parties. 


Most important, in my opinion, is the integrity of the electoral process and 
freedom of the Egyptian voter. 


This principle has been declared by the present regime, and we are committed 
to it. It is a principal gain for democracy. 


Integrity of the electoral ~~ocess is the main gate to sound democracy. 


(QuestionJ But Mr Minister, some parties were legally opposed because the 
founders opposed the Egyptian-Israeli treaty. Shall such a law be allowed to 
survive? 


{Answer/ The law stipulates non-contradiction with the main principles of 
the April 1979 referendum, and we uphold the law until such time as it is 
amended. 


(Question7 Thus we moved to another subject that comes within the scope of 
the personal responsibility of the interior minister, the subject of torture 
and respect for human rights. I asked the interior minister: What do you 
have to say about reports that torture still goes on in prison? 








[Answer] Hasan Abu Basha's countenance turned serious, and he said dis- 
approvingly: What is being published is a distortion of the facts. The 
policy of the interior ministry is respect for human rights, that is, no 
pressure or coercion. 


(Question Is this actually being implemented? 
[Answer] This is my policy and the ministry's policy in general. 
[ am personally for strong respect for human rights and against torture. 


Any violation of that is an individual fault for which the perpetrator is 
responsible. 


(Question? But, if human rights are being respected in prison, I believe that 
they are being violated outside prison. I consider that daily sufierings of 
simple people in their movements, services and dealings with government 
agencies constitute an indirect aggression against the rights of Egyptian 
citizens. It is necessary to preserve their dignity so that no hounding 

force will drive them to emigration. 


What does the minister of the interior, who reeffirms his desire for respect 
for human rights, think about that? 


(Answexy/ Hasan Abu Basha took a deep breath and, speaking outside the con- 
text of his ministry, said: Daily sufferings cannot be denied, but I have 
confidence in the sincerity of steps being taken to alleviate them. These 
steps are represented as follows: 


First, there is a new way of leveling with the people about problems without 
deceiving them with rosy dreams. 


Second, there is the resolve to face problems radically and scientifically. 
Regarding the sewage system, for instance, work has started on a plan costing 
$4.5 million to be completed within 18 months. Within the past 2 years, 
power capacity has been raised to double the production of the High Dam. 


Third, the 5-year plan gave basic attention to the problem of agricultural 
and industrial production and channeled most investments to production. 


Fourth is the practical trend to solve the housing problem of low-income 
classes; 162,000 housing units were constructed during the past 2 years. 


Thus, we are moving in the right direction in order to dispel suffering which 
you see as an indirect assault on human rights." 


{Hamrush/ The interior minister did not want to let this matter pass without 
relating it to social stability. He said, in brief: 
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{Basha7 Hence, there must be stability in Egypt through sound democratic 
practice. Otherwise, we will be bogged down with obstacles that will 
divert our attention from development and from building a future for our- 
selves. 


{HamrusB/ Discussion drew us to the problems of [public] services. The 
minister said that Cairo was not planned for this number of people and this 
great growth. He talked optimistically about architectural and construction 
projects to be completed this year. 


The interior minister summarized his vision concerning this issue when a TV 
reporter asked him: "Why don't citizens respect traffic police?" 


/Bashg/ "Such a citizen harms himself because the police are a symbol; 
respect for the police is respect for the law." 


{Hamrusp/ We moved on to discuss foreign issues. The results of Council of 

State elections had not come out yet and I did not ask him about the absolute 
slate nor about the figures showing the rate of participation. The interior 

ministry, in my opinion, does not live within the borders only. It must have 

a vision outside the borders as well. 


{Question? Has the treatment of Arabs at Egyptian ports and airports changed, 
or do some of them still experience the harassment we used to read about in 
the Arab press? 


([Answer/ Hasan Abu Basha said with surprise: We afford the Arabs an4 
everyone coming to our ports every respect. There are instructions that no 
Arab or citizen must be delayed longer than half an hour. Nonetheless, 
sometimes there must be security measures for certain people. This comes 
within the scope of state security which we are eager to protect. We are 
also eager to afford people coming into Egypt every respect as a principle 
on which we will not compromise." 


[Question/ How does the interior minister see our foreign issues? And, can 
the internai security ministry be separated from foreign policy problems? 
How does Hasan Abu Basha view the Lebanese problem? 


Our meeting was at a time when 6th Fleet guns were shelling the Druze, 
when confessionalism had flared up, and when the future looked cloudy and 
misty. 


fAnswer/ Hasan Abu Basha said calmly: What is going on in Lebanon cannot for 
a moment be separated from the reality of the Arab nation, and it is not iso- 
lated from Israel's aggression and occupation of the south fof Lebangg/ and 
its refusal to withdraw. 


Confessional fragmentation is a reflection of foreign intervention and of 
a struggle among foreign forces. 
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Lebanon's problem will not be solved unless all the various forces commit 
themselves to the concept of a just and comprehensive peace. 


[f the Arab nation were to unite, things would be different in Lebanon, 


forces would not be living outside their borders. 


/‘Hamrusp/ We could have talked much more about this new and interesting 


4 
1 but 


ield t I noticed that it was almost midnight--my visit started before 
10 pm--and he leaves his office at 2 am every day, as I found out. 


mm. 


| gathered my papers, sympathizing with the minister and wondering if he 
Y pal | 2 





found time for culture and the arts: theatre, movies, exhibits and reading. 


{Basha? I do not have time to go to the theatre or the movies or to visit 
art exhibits. I only read whenever I can find free time. 


= - —y . . , ‘ 
(Questiaqg/ What is the last book you read? 


= . n * 4 ? : . . 
The Great Strife, by laha Husayn. 














EGYPT 


PERILS OF GOVERNMENT CENSORSHIP TO SOCIETY DISCUSSED 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic No 2889, 24 Oct 83 pp 22-23 
{Article by Salah Hafiz: "Policy of Luck"™/ 


[Text] At the beginning there were the journalists. It was said that they 
distorted Egypt's image abroad. The government dealt with this phenomenon 
by a law that clips their wings and compels them to ask permission to write 
outside the borders, and pensions them off when they grow old. Their names 
and pens grew larger as well. 


It was the turn of the authors, scholars and intellectuals: Tawfiq 'Abd-al- 
Hakim was said to be an infidel and Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal was said to be 
malicious and to have taken his hatred out on Anwar al-Sadat. The state 
stood up to deal with this decline in the world of politics and thought. 


Then came the turn of the historians and of contemporary witnesses of history. 
It was said that they misuse their information and records. The government 
dealt with that with the same logic it employed when dealing with previous 
perils. It issued an order to jail anyone revealing any document attained 
through one's position, even if it contained a crime the public has a right 

to know about. 


Then TV and the movies got their turns. A serial entitled "His Majesty, Love" 
was said to slight Egypt's history. 


A movie entitled "Five Doors" was said to distort Egypt's image. Another 
movie entitled "Love Lane" was said to destroy Egyptian social values and 
morals. The government faced this epidemic the same way: It banned the 
serial and the two movies, although it /j.e., the government/ was the producer 
of theserial and its censorship bureau had approved the two films! 


Say, whose turn is it going to be next? 
With this logic, the day will surely come when the government will deal with 
food thieves by cancelling supplies, with traffic violations by cancelling 


cars, with the cotton worm by banning cultivation of cotton and with cheating 
in exams by banning education! 


51 











I am not saying that to be sarcastic. I base my words on the lessons of 
history recorded ever since man began writing history. 


Ever since creation, rule has always been of two kinds with no third: a kind 
that deals with wrong by organizing a confrontation between it and right, and 
a kind that deals with it by imposing a curfew on both sides! 


The first kind respects and trusts humanity. It believes that in any conflict 
between right and wrong, right will triumph in the end. Therefore, it lets 
liars lie, revilers villify and swindlers swindle, and it leaves it to 

society to expose and punish them, and put them out of business. 


The second kind does not trust or respect humanity. It cannot imagine that 
the people alone can differentiate between right and wrong. Therefore, it 
faces these challenges with the logic of the clever gallant knight who pro- 
tects the dumb innocent princess. For the princess, he cuts off any head 
he thinks is threatening her; often he ends up cutting off her head too! 


What Egypt needs in order to achieve stability is the first kind, not the 
second kind. 


What it needs is a policy that leaves the task of confronting pens attacking 
the regime to pens who support this regime, and that allows Haykal"'s book, 
and any other book that replies to it, to be published. A policy that lets 
critics fight movies that threaten values and morals and that stands up to 
the danger of these movies by supporting those who produce cleaner and 
superior movies. 


What we need is a policy that lets society correct itself by itself and that 
has confidence that it can do that without treating it as an underage child 
or demented person who needs its protection by imposing curfews on its 
[Society's] writers, scholars, artists and (folitica]/ parties as well! 


What we need is the democracy the government is claiming night and day to be 
its doctrine and ‘ts mission. 


Democracy does not have any kind of curfew as one of its characteristics. 
It does not allow any form of tutelage. It does not know the knight who 
volunteers to protect people from dangers they have not yet discovered and 
against which they have not asked for his protection. 


The government may be acting in good faith; it may be motivated, in imposing 
a "curfew," by real dangers that are disturbing it and by real worries over 
the future of the country. 


But curfew is not a solution. God intentions do not justify its adoption of 
its conversion into official policy or into a unique weapon for facing mistakes 
and dangers. 


Determination to ban free social contest between right and wrong and insis- 
tence that the government go to the field alone every time means removing the 
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people from the arena and doing away with Egyptian democracy early on before 
it has a chance to set down roots or grow teeth. 


A "democrat" believes that freedom is the tool that leads to predominance of 
right, commitment to the public interest, and the failure of lies and politi- 
cal brokerage, while opponents of democracy want all this to be achieved 
first, and only then will they allow democracy. 


Both sides agree on the lofty ideal required for political life. But one 
calls for freedom in order to achieve it and the other wants it achieved 
before allowing freedom! 


Democracy is an attitude, not just talk. 


Power, in democratic logic, is a mandate from the people, not a weapon for 
putting them straight, educating them, and making sure they behave properly. 


The resort to "curfew" in confronting danger says that it does not believe 
in the theory of people protecting themselves by themselves and of choosing 
for their rulers roles and positions. It stipulates that people measure up 
to freedom be:ore allowing freedom, and not that people have their freedom 
and then let them measure up to it. 


A people who cannot read what they choose to read and watch what they choose 
to watch and are not able to decide for themselves cannot exercise with 
conviction any democratic right the government asks them to exercise. 


They cannot believe that they are free to choose their rulers and represen- 
tatives when they are not free to choose a book to read or a movie to 
entertain themselves. 





Nevertheless, they are luckier than the government. 


They are only required to live with restrictions, while the government is 
required to come up with them, then convince the people that they are 
requisites of freedom! 


12502 
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EGYPT 


RECENT WORKS, ATTULUDES OF PROMINENT LITERARY FIGURES REVIEWED 
London AL=MAJALLAH in Arabic No 195, 5-11 Nov 83 p 67-70 


[Article: "Commotion in Cairo -- The Death of Presidents and the Glory of 
Political Fiction" ] 


[Text] Political fiction in Egypt has become a distinctive phenomenon 
these days. 


After the death of ‘Abd-al-Nasir, Tawfiq al-Hakim wrote "The Return of 
Consciousness," stating that he had been in absentia during the period of 
‘Abd-al-Nasir's regime. 


Najib Mahfuz wrote the novel "Karnak" on ‘Abd-al-Nasir'’s era, and turned 
around this year to write the novel “Before the Throne," putting the rulers 
of Egypt, from the Pharaohs to today, on trial. 


Yusuf Idris has written critically of al-Sadat's era, and his book has been 
forbidden to circulate by order of the office of the public prosecutor. 


AL-MAJALLAH met a number of critics and literary figures and carried out a 
detailed report on the phenomenon of political fiction in Egypt. 





Regarding, the flurry of novels and story people are putting under the cate- 
gory of political fiction, the crit c ‘Ali al-Ra‘i says: 


"I do not believe that historical fiction constitues a work of art in a 
literary framework. We can say that historical fiction can come close to art 
or literature, but with one reservation that is of the utmost importance, 
which is that the artistic value of historical fiction remains nonexistent. 
Historical fiction, in my opinion, is a ‘recording art,’ whose practitioner 
is not requested to impart artistic value to it. Therefore it remains 
lacking, in value." 


He goes on to say, “Political fiction, or historical fiction from the per- 
spective of political evaluation, is radically different from historical 

fiction, which deals with a bygone historical period that has no influence 
(such as the fiction of Jirji Zaydan regarding the period of the bloom of 


54 

















Islamic civilization), and is without political substance, whereas political 
Fiction addresses itself to fast-moving, heated contemporary issues and 
deals with them from a social perspective." 


Concerning the torrent of books now being published that deal with the 
period of ‘Abd-al-Nasir and the period of al-Sadat, he says, 


"IT am a literary critic, not a political analyst. My function is to evaluate 
the artistic aspects of literary work, such as the dramatic or artistic 
setting used and the structure, in brief all the manifestations of literary 
criticism that the critic uses. Political issues have their own specia- 
lists." 


Information and Documents! 


Yusuf Idris states, with regard to the same phenomenon, “The wave of books 
that appeared during al-Sadat's regime attacking ‘Abd-al-Nasir, then during 
Mubatrak's regime attacking al-Sadat, I consider to be a very normnal matter 
which should not provoke irritation. ‘Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat did not 
allow Egyptian intellectuals and Egyptiar thinkers to criticize either of 
them when they were alive. Therefor2 it became natural that we should criti- 
cize them when dead. You will say, ‘Why didn't you write critically or 
antagonistically when al-Sadat was alive?' I will answer you, ‘Did al-Sadat 
allow that?' Nonetheless, I wrote an attack on al-Sadat, criticizing hin, 
but in a ‘convoluted,’ symbolic manner, so far as the climate of freedom 
permitted it at the time. In this regard, I have a rule of thumb, which is 
that the writer must hover and revolve about an idea, if he cannot get 
directly into it. The issue, most simply, is that we have managed to acquire 
information and documents condemning the era, the period and the ruler, and 
therefore our political and fictional writings have taken political fori. 
Here let me ask you a question. Are you asking us to be quiet about the 
documented evidence we have come up with? How, then, can we keep our trust 
to the word? Evaluating the previous period or periods is a trust and 
responsibility to which the writer aspires, especially since the relative 
climate of democracy which we are now living in makes this possible for us, 
especially since the ‘teacher’ who sought to discipline us, or prevent us 
from speaking, has gone away.” 


However, we would like to distinguish between political writing and histori- 
cal fiction writing. In other words, we would like Dr Yusuf Idris to explain 
to us the difference between historical writing and the evaluation of histo- 
ry through the work of a literary figure or writer of fiction. 


"The historian assembles the documents and information that are available, 
and he can state his own opinion or viewpoint or present his material with 
total neutrality. The writer, to the contrary, reads history in order to 
inspire himself and formulates it on the basis of his own visions and his 
preconception of things. Our living example of this is Shakespeare's wri- 
tings on Julius Caesar and Cleopatra, and other writings of a historical 
nature. When Shakespeare wrote about Caesar, he did not narrate events prior 
to and after his assassination, but rather formulated his own view on the 
issue of the assassination itself and said that the people around Caesar 

















considered him to be a dictator and killed him. What I mean to say is that 
Shakespear? did not narrate history but <(lrew inspiration from it, 


"However, when al-Jabarti, for instance, talks about the Citadel massacre, 
he talks about it in a neutral manner and does not present his own view at 
all. Such impartiality is not requested of the writer or the novelist. 


"It is the writer's duty to have a vision and a goal in writing, on condi- 
tion that he strive for honesty and objectivity in the context of his 
commitment to his ideas, and he must pay the price for his commitment to his 
goals, Opinions and ideas. I personally was imprisoned and banished during 
the revolutionary regime, but that did not change iny positions or my view 


of the revolution." 
"Nonsense" 


Does Yusuf Idris consider that there are people around him who have kept to 
their commitment as far as what they believe goes, or are there people who 
have ‘changed their skins’ according to the ambient climate? 


"[ cannot find any fiction writer in Egypt who has changed his position 
according to ‘the climate.' To the contrary, everyone with a cause has 
committed himself to his cause, and [ mean what I say. There is no fiction 
writer in Freypt who has changed his positions in the narratives of his 
books. I am not taking the political opinions which some writers express 
through newspaper articles into account. The criterion of my judgment ap- 
plies just to works of fiction. T am ruling out of my calculations those 
degenerate dramatic works of no quality, and my judgment on them is that 
they are ‘nonsense,.' 


"Nonetheless, I do hold a simple conviction, which is that ‘the writer is a 
revolutionary,’ and that it is not proper for him to take pen in hand except 
to make changes in his society on the basis of the ideas that occur to him 
personally. Therefore, there is nothing embarrassing in the writer's moving 
from one idea to another, as long as he is committed to what he says, able 
to defend it, objective and honest. 


Works of Political “iction 


"All works of fiction must hav2 political content. In my opinion, a writer 
who does not mention his political view in his fiction is a writer who is 
not Living in his own time and one who is detached from what surrounds hin. 
In addition, his fiction will be lacking in spirit, with no background or 
objective to it. 


"\ writer must be a witness to his age.” 


Concerning, attacks on leaders after their death, Tharwat Abazah says, "If it 
is true that our presidents prohibit us froin evaluating them when they are 

alive, they will not be able to prevent us froin doing so when they have been 
consigned to history, because presidents do not die the way ordinary persons 
do. I did not wait for 'Abd-al-Nasir to die before attacking him. I attacked 
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him when he was alive. I wrote ‘A Sort of Fear,‘ ‘A Fugitive from Time" and 
more than 30 short stories expressing my view about him boldly and bluntly. 
He from his standpoint understood this and did not take any measures against 
ne " 


You mentioned that ‘Abd-al-Nasir did not take measures against you. Why not? 


""Abd-al-Nasir did not do anything about me because he could not. He under- 
stood the meaning of my famous novel ‘A Sort of Fear’ and in spite of that 
he left it in the markets because he was certain that the novel would 
inundate the Arab markets if he proscribed it in Egypt. In my opinion, the 
writer must defend his convictions to the end clearly. I do not agree with 


the fiction writers who resort to riddles, the way Mustafa Amin did, when he 
wrote his novel ‘His Majesty Love.'"™ 


Without Objectivity 
The playwright Sa'd-al-Din Wahbah begins his conversation by saying, 


"We all, fiction writers, playwrights and politicians, are unobjective 

when we review the past 30 years of Egypt's history, because we all have our 
shifting positions on the experiment of the revolution, and it is hard 

for us to pass judgment on it. 


"It we review the period from 1952 to now, we will find that the revolution, 
when it first occurred, had to defend itself, to guarantee its stability. 
That was legitimate, even if those protective measures included writing. 
After the period of ‘Abd-al-Nasir'’s regime had ended, al-Sadat's regime was 
founded on the byword of giving greater freedom to the press and to politi- 
cal expression, through the establishment of the platforms, then the par- 
ties, then the closure of the prisons. At that point, it was normal that 
"Abd-al-Nasir's opponents should rise up and start their attack, during al- 
Sadat's era. However, something °lse happened which al-Sadat had not taken 
into consideration when he granted some freedom, and that was that part of 
the attack and criticism came back to him, and therefore he carried out the 
imprisonmnents, the repression of freedoms, the shutdown of opposition pa- 
pers, and other measures which are well known to us all. 


"When al-Sadat was assassinated and Mubarak came and gave further freedoms, 
writing which criticized both the previous eras appeared on the surface once 
again." 


Did you write critically of ‘Abd-al-Nasir or al-Sadat during their eras? 


"During ‘Abd-al-Nasir's regime I wrote the plays ‘The Road to Safety,’ ‘The 
Well of Peace’ and 'The Nails.’ Permission was given to perform them all. I 
also wrote ‘The Professor’ and ‘Seven Waterwheels,’ and the theater censor 

prevented them from being performed. When al-Sadat came, he gave permission 
for the play ‘The Professor’ alone to be performed; however, he ordered it 

to be confiscated in the notorious September of 1981. 
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"In al-Sadat*s era I wrote the play '‘'Antar's Stable," in which I stated my 
opinion on some historical leaders; however, the performance of that was 
not allowed either, and it is still suspended. 


"In my opinion, manliness and commitment cbligate the writer to criticize 
the ruler while he is alive, during his rule. Here, the opportunity for 
correction is present, as we see with Western democratic systems, which 
allow artists and literary persons to criticize the regime. The committed 
writer in authoritarian countries, those which throw a barrier around hin, 
must do the same thing, himself, even if he is compelled to work his way 
around the idea and use symbols, without becoming inundated by them, so that 
the symbols can reach the public. I personally did this in the play ‘The 
Road to Safety,* in which I criticized tne organization of the Socialist 
Union, when I portrayed Egyptian society as a ‘bus' which contains diverse 
examples of individuals who act spontaneously and at the first sign of 
danger act spontaneously in a class manner which reflects their individual 
interests. In spite of tnat, I am one of the most intense supporters of the 
July revolution; however, I want to present a reservation, which is that the 
positions of each one of us regarding the July revolution and the period 
that followed it are personal ones. I mean that if ‘Abd-al-Nasir had taken 
any measures against me, my position regarding him and the whole experience 
would have been different." 


Special Issues, Not Ilistoric Ones 
The critic Sami Khashabah says, 


"It is difficult to discriminate between abstract truth as history conveys 
it and written narrative. The literary person must be faithful to the actual 
conditions, and the historian must be faithful to the actual details. 


"The historian renders judgment on the basis of the information, philosophy 
and interpretations he cites, while the artist and writer renders judgment 
on the basis of overall values and moral values. 


“Historical fiction is a vessel which encompasses, or can encompass, all 
types of narrative. In the context of historical fiction, we can read a 
philosophical narrative, and a historical novel can be philosophical, a 
personal narrative, like Najib Mahfuz' novel ‘The Struggle of Goodness,' in 
which the value of the individual hero is extolled, or a political novel 
such as Andre Malraux's novel ‘Man's Fate,‘ through which he relates the 
tragedy of the novel's hero, who is torn between his old values, which are 
deeply rooted within himself, and the revolutionary values to which he 
aspires and for which he fights, whose events Malraux places in China at the 
time of the revolution. 


"Regarding those novels which have come out in criticism of the period of 
"Abd-al-Nasir's or al-Sadat's rule, it is in any event difficult to call the 
periods dealt with in these novels history, because it is not the phenomena 
and the effects of history that we live through. We all know that we are 
living through the effects of the revolution, although some of us have not 
lived through the revolution as conscious adults. We can call that political 
literature, for instance," 
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Why Did This Wave of Writing Appear? 


Sami Khashabah says, “The question answers itself. There is a relationship 
between literary and artistic innovation and the political social climate in 
which the innovator is living. 


“There are two causes, in my estimation, which will explain this phenomenon: 


"First is the result the interaction between the literary person and the 
society, in all its features, creates, 


"Second is the ‘subject’ which preoccupies the literary person in particu- 
lar, subjective form. I can give some examples. Najib Mahfuz, for instance, 
presents his own case as an old liberal-thinking Wafdist in his novel ‘'Kar- 
nak,* in which he reveals his own conception of moral socialism. Najib 
Mahfuz also portrays the ‘interaction’ which occurs in the society at that 
time between the young people, who are the generation of the revolution and 
the people who belong to it, and the security apparatus, which considers 
that its first task is to protect and secure the revolution even from its 
own children. In the end, Mahfuz sides with the viewpoint of the young 
people. Another example on which there has been much talk in Egypt nowadays 
is the novel ‘Blind Alley’ by Muhammad Jalal, which Fgyptian Television has 
presented. It is not a historical work, but a political one with a social 
backdrop in which the basic goal is the struggle for power, then its reper- 
cussions on the people, as reflected on the ordinary people on one level and 
the confused intellectuals on another. A third example which is of a diffe- 
rent nature is the novel ‘A Sort of Fear’ by Tharwat Abazah, which, in ny 
Opinion, is an example of the special case of the novelist, in which he 
frankly declares his position on the ‘little people’ who aspire to climb to 
the places of the great, to which they are attracted and which were created 
for them." 





However, Tharwat Abazah says that his novel is a political work in the first 
place, 


“When Tharwat Abazah wrote his novel the idea of dictatorship was absolutely 
not in his mind, or the fact that ‘Atris, the hero of the story, was ‘Abd- 
al-Nasir. However, since some people presented him with this interpretation, 
which he liked a lot, he embraced it and proceeded to promote it." 


An Inverse Relationship 


Sa'd-al-Din Ibrahim, professor of sociology at the American University in 
Cairo, gives an interpretation of the emergence of the wave of writings 
which criticize and attack ‘Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat by stating, "The 
writings, which evaluate a specific period, are inversely related to the 
degree of freedom provided in the society. When people's voices are stified 
and their tongues are cut off in a given period, we can expect that the 
conclusion of this period, and this ruler or leader, will be followed by the 
unleashing of the reserve of social criticism. This applies to Egypt and 
other places besides Egypt as well. For example, in Russia, after the death 
of Stalin, a number of novels appeared evaluating this period. Pasternak's 
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novel ‘Doctor Zhivago' appeared. The sane thing also manifested itself in 
China after the death of Mao. This is a very natural thing which appears 
generally in countries with a strong-man or authoritarian ceyime,. 


"In the case of Egypt, this wave appeared after the death of ‘Abd-al-Nasir 
and it also extended to encompass al-Sadat after his death. I expect more 
material analyzing and criticizing al-Sadat's regime, in the context of 
fiction and political writing; such doses of criticism generally are intense 
and heated, and are a normal reflection of the attempts to silence them in 
the past.” 


What is the meaning of the sudden transitions by some writers, from support 
for the Egyptian experiment in the past to jubilation over the experiment 
with economic liberation in its political sense, and what is the 
Significance of some of those people's advancing positions today for which 
they were not known in the past? 


"My answer covers three aspects, or probabilities: 


"First, it is likely that the writers suffer from the fear of expressing 
themselves about the period which they impulsively criticize and attack 
after it ends, without a plan or conscious procedure, 


"Second, while the ‘charismatic’ leader was present, it was likely that 
these wrtiers were dazzled by the halo that surrounded the ‘charismatic’ 
personality, and could not write objectively, while, as soon as the period 
ended, psychological balance and objectivity returned to the writers. The 
third relevant possibility also is that the information available might have 
been scanty and not adequate for the process of writing, and innovating, 
while, as soon as the veil was lifted from this information, the writer 
began to write and criticize. 


"I cannot ignore, either, the magnitude of the extreme hypocrisy 
characteristic of many people who play the hypocrite with every current 
president and tear away at every previous one." 
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EGYPT 





DIMENSIONS, FEATURES, RAMIFICATIONS OF DEFICIENCIES IN PHONE SYSTEM REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 31 Oct, 1, 2 Nov 83 

{Article by Ahmad ‘'Ismat: "The Longest Line in Egypt!"] 

[31 Oct 83 p 3] 


[Text] The longest line in Egypt now is the line of people waiting to have 
telephones installed! 


The magnitude of the people standing in telephone lines exceeds half a 
million! 


Indeed, a significant part of this horrifying number has been waiting conti- 
nuously, with nothing but hope, for about 20 years! 


This year a new line has joined them. It contains everyone who is affluent, 
and it is known as the line for luxury or immediate telephones. This line 
now has about 20,000 citizens. 


The bewildering question is, when will the dreams of the people standing in 
the longest line in Egypt be realized? 


No one, yet, can answer this question, because the telephone shortage (let 
us not say telephone breakdowns, here) has come to a head. 


The task of this series of journalistic reports, which AL-AHRAM's investiga- 
tions department is presenting, is not to answer this bewildering question; 
rather, our task here is to shed light on the longest waiting line in Egypt, 
which bears the title of "the line of half a million citizens." 


The long waiting list for telephones is no longer confined to applications 
for ordinary telephones, which come to half a million and some of which go 
back 20 years. Rather, there now is another waiting list, for luxury or 
immediate telephones, the "1,000-pound telephones," which consists of 20,000 
applications. Even though the long line has started to move, for those who 
are waiting, many areas are still suffering from extreme delays in installa- 
tion rates. 














While exceptions, in the past, took up inost of the available lines, the 
question which arises now, after the elimination of the exceptions, is, who 
will obtain telephones, or who will have priority? 


One Telephone for Every 100 Persons in Feypt 


While the installation of telephones in Egypt has been noticeably delayed, 
technical studies point out that the telephone density in Egypt has reached 
1 percent of the population. This number represents the anount of people who 
have telephones as measured by the total population figure. It is a very 
modest proportion when compared with other countries; for example, the 
proportion is 70 percent in the United States, 40 percent in Japan, and 25 
percent in France. 'lowever, the international average for the proportion of 
phones in the world is 7 percent, that is, seven telephones for every 100 
inhabitants in the world. This means that the nunber of telephone lines in 
Egypt at present must increase from about 400,900 to 4.5 million in order 
for the intecnational proportion of 7 percent to be reached. The 
government's plan has the goal of reaching this proportion in 2000, 


Al-Zamalik and Heliopolis Are the Areas with the Greatest Delays! 


While the overall proportion of telephones in TEpypt is generally low, the 
question that is being repeated by thousands of people who pass by the 
telephone utility every day is “When will our turn for the installation 
cone?" Everyone has his own seniority number, but does not know whether his 
turn has come or not. The people whose turn has come enter another strugple 
to look for a line or number, for a simple reason, which is that the coimit- 
tee that specializes in distributing telephone lines gives agreement to the 
subscribers’ numbecs before lines are arranged for them and allotted to then 
in the sheds and kiosks; as a result, the committee's apreement turns to ink 
on paper when the person with the telephone is surprised to find himself at 
the bottom of a new waiting, list, that of people waiting, in the kiosks. This 
period could go on for a number of years. These vexations could disappear if 
the Telephone Authority started to provide lines for their owners before the 
committee meetings were held, which would guarantee that each subscriber had 
a line ready, as a result of speed in reaching contracts. 


On the seniority of people waiting in the various exchanges, officials in 
the authority set out the seniorities which have received the agreement of 
telephone committees in all exchanges. These are telephones whose turn has 
come up in each section, phones where people who are waiting have the right 
to request that their telephones be installed. This seniority differs from 
area to area. While the installations in the al-Tabin area, for instance, 
have come up to March 1983, they are greatly delayed in the Ileliopolis 
exchange, for instance, coming up to August 1963, and the al-Zamalik 
exchange, October 1963. Perhaps the reason for this may be attributed to the 
intensity of demand for telephone service in these two areas, along with the 
delay of renovation work in the telephone system and the exchanges there for 
a long period in the past. In the other exhanges, installations have come up 
to October 1978 in the Ramsis exchange, May 1971 in the Opera, February 1965 
in Shubra, November 1974 in Qalyub, April 1975 in al-Qanatir, December 1965 
in al-'Abbasiyah, December 1972 in Madinat Nasr, May 1965 in Almazah, June 
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1970 in al-Duqqi, December 1975 in Giza, June 1970 at the Pyranids, February 
1973 in Bab al-Luq, December 1968 in al-Rawdah, February 1973 in al-Ma'adi, 
and September 1974 in Hilwan. The status of commercial applications is that 
they are ahead of the ordinary applications above by about 2 or 3 years. 


Exceptional Groups Also Have Seniority! 


However, there are groups that enjoy seniority by the agreement of various 
committees. These are groups which are directly connected by the nature of 
their work to telephone contacts cr have a basic need for telephones. The 
most important of these groups are doctors, doctors' clinics, professional 
and trade union offices, philanthropic societies, well known clubs, menbers 
of the armed forces and the police, the judiciary, private schools and 
pharmacies. Although these groups have priority, the completion of phone 
installations for their members is done on the basis of seniority within 
them, among, the members of each group. That is, a telephone will be provided 
for a doctor who has been waiting since 1979 before one is provided for a 
doctor waiting since 1981, for instance. In addition, the dates the instal- 
lations are made for people in a given group will be different from those 
for other groups that have priority. For instance, installations for police- 
men in Shubra have come up to March 1983, while these installations have not 
got beyond 1966 in the case of policemen in Heliopolis! These determinations 
are related to the degree of availability of lines in each individual 
exchange. However, the fortunate people in each group with seniority are the 
ones who live in the al-Tabin section, for whom the installations have come 
up to 31 March 1983, 


Although telephone installations in the post-exception period are being made 
in accordance with the agreement of committees only, subscribers are 
compelled to wait a number of additional years until their telephones can be 
provided, because of the patently slow installation measures. This slowness 
may be attributed to the failure to make proper preparations for committee 
meetings before they are held: the places of the persons waiting are sup- 
posed to be examined first of all, the shortages ‘n the kiosks of people 
making, applications in congested areas are supposed to be met, and the 
necessary papers and certificates are supposed to be filled out before, not 
after, the committee meets, so that the installation will not be delayed for 
traditional reasons, such as the lack of legibility of address, the lack of 
a certificate from the union, the absence of a line in the cabin, or an 
absence of numbers. One of the reasons for the slow installation work is the. 
deficiency in the capacity of the technical agencies carrying out the 
installations, which makes it necessary that an independent company be 
created within the authority which will be in charge of installations ana of 
the elimination of technical obstacles. Therefore, it is not reasonable that 
the telephone examination should be done over a number of months, for exam- 
ple, It is also necessary to declare the meeting of the committee a suffi- 
cient time before the date, so that it will be possible for citizens to 
follow the measures and conclusions of the committee, One blatant example of 
delay in the execution of agreements and the failure to carry s,ut e#xamina- 
tions of the homes of subscribers before the committee session was the case 
of the citizen Mahmud Riyad, retired, bearer of engineering, notice 42 dated 
22 June 1982. The committee passed him by fer 5 years of his seniority 











period for a reason which was no fault of his, namely, that it had regis- 
tered him in the Rainsis exchange rather than the Opera exchange which his 
original address belonged to. Although his seniority went back to 1966 and 
the installations in the Opera exchange had come up to 19/71, he was still 
left to drift among the offices after his situation was corrected and he was 
re-repistered in the Opera exchanye, and constantly met with the response 
that there were no lines. 


One installation that was delayed although agreement had been given to it 
was that of the Islamic Benevolent Society in al-Sharabiyah, whose seniority 
goes back to 23 September 1975, although it has not been able yet to install 
a telephone, notwithstanding, the activities it has been engaged in in admi- 
nistering, medical clinics to treat people in the section and classes on 
teaching memorization of the holy koran and helping poor people and people 
in distress, although the agreements by the telephone committee in the case 
of philanthropic societies have gone ip to 1931, 


The Telephone Distribution System Needs Review 


While Egypt for the first time has started to come out of the era of excep- 
tions in telephones, the post-exception stage has created a new situation 
which must be cemedied, and there are pressing, questions which inust be 
answered, 

Is seniority alone a suitable criterion for obtaining a telephone, or are 
there other circumstances which must enter into consideration? What will a 
person who has a serious ailment do if he needs to call a doctor, if this 
sick person does not have 1,000 pounds, which is the price for an immediate 
telephone for people who do not have the seniority which will qualify them 
to obtain a telephone? 

The problem is that the committee which distributes lines does not give 
agreement to nanes; rather, it just vives agreement to nunbers. These nun- 
bers are determined by seniority alone, in the case of homes or privileged 
groups. However, the comnittee does not agree to applications which are made 
by an official body to investigate a public department, 

What is required is that this problem be solved by having telephones which a 


, 


} 


public department needs installed by giving various bodies the authority to 
carry out internal coordination among the persons working in them, for 
irstance, by having the Ministry of the Interior take charge of determining 
priorities among people in it, having the Judges’ Club, for instance, take 
charve of coordinating its members’ applications, and so forth, or by having 
a new section added to the privileged groups which will be for public 
p2rsonalities who are are on the waiting list, such as higher government and 
public sector officiuls, officials in public utilities who are called on in 
emergencies, people working, in sectors of special sensitivity with respect 
to security, and other persons where the installation of telephones on their 
behalf will lead to the realization of the public interest and whose jobs 
might be connected to these telephones, that is, where the telephones will 
be removed when the official Leaves the position he had been occupying. It 
is also possible to study reinstating the system of department telephones 
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where telephones were installed for their owners on the basis of their jobs, 
and the costs of installing these phones were borne by the agencies they 
helonged fo, 


It is possiole to delegate to the chairman of the authority the power to 
evaluate the sensitivity of these positions or to assign this task to the 
telephone committee. It is also necessary to study the allocation of a 
limited amount of telephones to persons who are suffering from serious 
ailments, provided that these telephones just be kept while they are alive, 
and not be passed on to their heirs. 


The citizens demand that telephone committee meetings to distribute the 
lines that can be provided, however few they might be, and also to review 
the applications which the various bodies submit for the installation of 
telephones for their workers, be held on a periodic basis at a fixed time. 


A New Waiting List for Immediate Telephones 


If immediate telephones are a socialist solution, which has the aim of 
getting affluent persons to help bear part of the financial burdens of the 
facility, whose earnings will be used to improve service fo the other 
subscribers, this service must also be directed at people wio need it more 
than others. For example, the door must remain open on a continuous basis 
for the acquisition of immediate telephones for privilesed groups, such as 
doctors, pharmacies and professional offices, and that should not be connec- 
ted to specific periods of time for the submission of applications, pro- 
vided that the agreements given not exceed the 20 percent specified for 
these telephones. 


It is also necessary to increase the fees for immediate service in the case 
of investment companies and large commercial installations, as far as both 
velephones and telexes go, to 3,000 or 4,000 pounds, for example. These 
organizations earn profits in the millions and cannot be affected by these 
minor amounts. 


It is also necessary to think seriously of establishing joint or Egyptian 
companies to carry out the installations necessary to provide lines for 
people submitting applications for immediate telephones in exchange for 
payment of the costs of these telephones as well as a suitable profit margin 
which will be used to improve services. It is not reasonable that thousands 
of citizens should express their desire to pay 1,000 pounds while the autho- 
rity’s agencies are incapable of providing lines for then. 


[1 Nov 83 p 3] 


[Text] Telephones have become a commercial commodity, like refrigerators, 
washing, machines and color TV sets, not a government service. 

The expression “telephones for sale at the highest price” has become a cry 
in the world of advertising. 


Automobiles, Ideal refrigerators, or deeded apartments are no longer the 
only things that are being advertised; indeed, telephones have also gone 











onto the market and have become another commodity that has more than one 
price, the department price and the black market price. Just as the prices 
of cars difter froin one make to another, as the prices of apartments differ 
from one location to another, the prices of telephones differ froin one 
location to another; their prices are inflamed in al-Zamalik and Heliopolis, 
and relatively lower in Giza and Ramsis! 


The main reason for the emergence of a black mar\et in any commodity is a 
shortage in the amount of the commodity that is provided to the public, and 
this applies to telephones, 


However, this phenomenon has started to assume an unfortunate fomn as a 
result of the decree the authority issued more than a yeuc apo, which makes 
it permissible to give up a telephone to anyone, on condition that the sum 
of 1,000 pounds be paid to the authority, although the telephone contract 
explicitly specifies that the telephones do not belon:, to the subscribers 
but that they benefit from telephone service in exchange for the annual 
charge they pay to the authority, and, in the event the conditions of the 
contractual relationship are disrupted for any reason, the authority can 
abrogate the contract and the telephones will be returned to the authority 
so that other subscribers can benefit from them. The only relinquishments 
previously permitted were by inheritance and family relationship. This 
decree has given many subscribers a chance to dispose of their telephones 
for sale at the highest price, once the telephone had become their property, 
and consequently it drove other persons to compete furiously to acquire 
telephones in locked apartments in order to use these telephones for specu- 
lation and to dispose of them by selling them after "placating"™ the authori- 
ty by paying its share of the transaction, so that they themselves could 
obtain thousands of pounds from the sale, 


More serious than that was the fact that telephones turned into a means of 
investment, whereas they had once been a mass service, and became a commodi- 
ty for the people who paid more, rather than a hand to save sick persons who 
were calling for assistance or first aid! The price of an apartment which 
was sold with a telephone was now several thousand pounds greater than an 
apartment without a telephone! 


Officiais in the authority say that the reason for the decree which made it 
legitimate to relinquish telephones in exchange for the 1,000 pounds which 
would be paid to the authority was that the process of selling telephones 
was not new but was carried out in the past by drawing up forged mortgaged 
sale contracts between buyer and seller, and the authority was compelled to 
sanction them because they were repistered legal contracts. In addition, 
many subscribers sold their apartments with telephones, and the invoice 
remained in the name of the old subscriber and would be discovered only by 
chance! However, the main reason officials gave was that this decree was 
issued after the system of [selling] telephones for 1,000 pounds was put 
into effect, in order not to create a market for the sale of telephones 
outside the authority, and that it would be better for the subscriber to pay 
the 1,000 pounds to obtain an immediate telephone roi the authority than to 
pay more than double that amount on obtaining one by relinquishment fron 
another subscriber. 
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How Did Telephones Enter the Market? 


However, more than a year after the issuance of the decree, now that it has 
resulted in the creation of a black market in telephones, its failure has 
been proved for several reasons, which are that the sale of telephones in 
the past took place by violating the law, and the person who violated it 
faced many dangers, while now it is taking place under the protection of the 
law itself, since this situation has been legalized in exchange for the 
payment of the 1,000 pounds to the authority to bless the sale, 


While the operation of selling telephones in the past took place by viola- 
ting the law in order to circumvent turns and seniority, in particular in 
the case of companies and businessmen, these violations will slowly disap- 
pear with the expanded installation of immediate telephones (20 percent of 
the lines available), which are installed by the authority, as well as the 
authority's policy of giving businessmen and companies priority in the 
installation of immediate telephones, and the general increase in the number 
of lines throughout the facility, which will end all likelihood of viola- 


tions in the future, as the legal avenue will be easier than the illegal 
one. 


Consequently, there will be nothing to justify the continued policy of 
legalizing relinquishments, unless the authority does not want to give up 
the sum of 1,000 pounds it receives in exchange for its silence on the 
process of selling telephones at the expense of the general interests of the 
citizens, especially now that the condition bearing on the prohibition of 
relinquishment within 3 years of the signing of the contract has failed to 
limit speculation in the sale of telephones. 


Today, the new chairman of the Telecommunications Authority i; being reques- 
ted to issue an "immediate" decree abrogating the relinquishment of 
telephones among subscribers and restricting relinquishment to the authority 
only, except by way of family relationship and inheritance. As regards cases 
of violations, forged contracts and the use of telephones by other people, 
the authority's telephone investigation agencies and engineering inspection 
agencies should guarantee that these activities are kept under surveillance 
and that persons violating them are arrested, while the process of disposing 
of telephones is permitted only in the case of commercial sales contracts 
(by mortgage) whose seriousness is proved, so that we will not be surprised 
by the sight of a new waiting line of persons selling telephones. 


The Longest Line in Egypt Enters the People's Assembly: What Does the Latest 
Parliamentary Report on Telephone Service in Egypt Say? 


The subject of the longest line in Egypt has entered the halls of the 
People's Assembly, in the longest study the Committee on Transportation and 
Communications has made, in an attempt to devise a remedy to the chronic 
problem -- the problem of the distribution of open lines. 


The parliamentary report which the committee set forth under the chairman- 
ship of Eng Muhyi-al-din ‘Abd-al-Latif states that good service encourages 
businessmen and industrialists to carry out their business at great speed 
and attracts foreign investment, which leads to increased national income. 











Communications services are to be considered the nerve center of the various 
activities in the country, be they industrial, commercial, tourist, asricul- 
tural or social, and it will not be possible to advance the process of 
economic and social development unless the means of communication are 
capable of performing services in an excellent fashion and mastering addi- 
tional applications. It is necessary to provide telephone, telex, telegraph 
and information transfer services in volune and quality, employing the most 
modern present and future technologies through the use of electronic 
exchange, telephone numbering systems, and information transfer systems, and 
indeed video cables and the like. It is also necessary to raise telephone 
communications relative to the subscriber to the degree of perfection, which 
is measured by speed of communication, quality, comprehensibility and confi- 
dentiality of telephone conversations, tare occurrence of technical break- 
downs, the speedy repair of breakdowns, and speed in the adoption of modifi- 
cations to then. 


All Old Exchanges Must be Renovated 


Although the parliamentary report praises the policy the Ministry of Commu- 
nications has followed in upgrading, communications facilities and the re- 
sults it has achieved in the recent period, it stresses the need to complete 
the renovation of all exchanges and systems whose productive life has 
elapsed in the towns and villages, while making use of the resources of the 
National Service Projects Agency in the armed forces, so that telephone 
service in all areas of the republic can be raised to the desired level and 
the necessary measures inmay swiftly be adopted to complete the conclusion of 
contracts on the remaining stages of the European group project, so that the 
5-year plan's goal of raising, the number of telephone lines to 1.1 million 
from the current 400,000 may be achieved. 


Attention to the Provinces 


However, the report the Transportation and Communications Committee set out 
does not concentrate on Cairo alone. Rather, it emphasizes that devoting 
attention to the expansion of telephone service in the villages will lead to 
direct results in socially and economically advancing, the Fgyptian village. 
It demanded that such services in the villages be modernized and tied in in 
a manner which will effect direct communications between them and the towns. 
The committee members emphasized the rapid completion of general application 
of the automatic dialling system in the governorates of Upper Egypt and the 
other yovernorates that have been deprived of this service, in order to 
upgrade Upper Egypt and make use of its resources, 


Surveillance of Breakdowns Is Essential! 


The report demands that a system be set out which will bring about effective 
surveillance of repair work on telephone breakdowns by applying, positive and 
negative incentives for the people performing, this work, in a manner that 
will encourage them to perform it with the requisite competence, and also 
that a system for effective surveillance of long distance service be set out 
through a system of negative and positive incentives as well. 
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These recommendations also include expandiny, the system of public service 
telephones which the authority operates to cover all areas in the main 
cities, as is the case in the various areas of the world, in order to 
facilitate telephone service for citizens. The committee, under the 
chairmanship of Eng Muhyi-al-Din ‘Abd-al-Latiff, demanded that the construc- 
tion of the remaining stapes of the international exchange be completed 
rapidly so that automatic international service may be made generally avai- 
lable and we can thereby arrive at the requisite level of international 
service, in order to make the economic liberalization policy a success, and 
that construction of automobile telephone exchanges in the city of Cairo be 
completed, in view of the great demand for them, while seeking to introduce 
this service into the city of Alexandria, preparatory to making it generally 
available throughout the other capitals in the republic in the future. 


Since Egypt today is embracing the issue of “made in Egypt," the committee 
report asserts that it is necessary to strive rapidly to establish an 
advanced domestic telephone equipment industry, in accordance with the 
progress the worid has reached in this field, in a manner that is in keeping 
with the systems that will be used in the telecommunications network in 
Egypt, through the public sector, which is now producing this equipment, 


[2 Nov 83 p 3] 
{Text ] Now: 


How can we lead the longest Line in Egypt, which contains the half a million 
citizens waiting for telephones, onto the ground of solid hopes? 


How can we spare people who have been waiting about 20 years, to this day, 
the suffering of the long wait, and provide them a comprehensive chart so 
that each of the half million citizens can learn when his turn to have a 
telephone installed will come, even if that is in 2000? 


The fact is, for the first time in Egypt we are presenting a realistic, true 
chart representing hope for the line of anxiously waiting people. Indeed, we 
can name the specific date on which telephones will reach them, on an 
individual basis. 


The chart AL-AHRAM Reports is presenting today, along with a frank conversa- 
tion with the minister in charge, confirms that the longest Line in Egypt 
will not exist at all in 3 years! 


We are offering the chart of hope here to everyone who has been waiting a 
long, time, without preliminaries or stylistic phrases, so that he can know 
his exact place on the chart, by the month and year. 


If the chart of hope the minister is pres ?nting is to be considered a good 
initiative which all other facilities must emulate, in order to create a 
bridge of trust between what is said and what is carried out, he is presen- 
ting it because its first fruits will start to appear just 2 months from 
now, so that the long line may be eliminated for good. 
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What does the minister say about the problem, and the program for solving 
it? 


The question to the minister is: Is it reasonable that one should spend 20 
years on the waiting list to obtain telephones in a country that is 
suffering from serious communications and traffic problems and is facing an 
ambitious development plan? 


The minister considered, “The seniority goes back many long years, as a 
result of the backlog Egypt is suffering from because of the deferred rates 
of development in the sixties and seventies. However, the picture is now no 
longer so severe; signs of hope have started to appear in many places in 
Cairo and the governorates. This can be attributed to the fact that the 
problem is now being faced in a radical fashion and that many service 


projects have been introduced, 


"For example, some sections which were totally deprived of communications 
have now started to have them and there are some where the approvals have 
Started to get up to 1982 and 1983 in the case of priority groups, while the 
remaining, applications of ordinary persons on the waiting list will be 
responded to this year, as in Ramsis, Giza, Hilwan and al-Tabin in Cairo. 
However, there are some other sections where new installations have fallen 
behind and telephone service has deteriorated, because their systems and 
exchanges are old ones, such as Heliopolis, al-Qubbah, the Opera and al- 
‘Abbasiyah, and that is what we are concentrating on now." 


While Eng Sulayman Mitwalli is not offering any promises that everyone who 
applies for a telephone line will be given one immediately, he does offer a 
promise to finish responding to the applications of all the people who are 
now on the waiting list by the end of the years of the 5-year plan which 
will end in 1985-86, when the number of telephone lines in Egypt will come 
to about 1 million. 


Al-Ma'aci Is Scheduled To Be Relieved of the Crisis in January 


Regarding the indices of the program the minister is offering, we can see 
that the most fortunate exchange is the one in al-Ma'adi, where the first 
fruits of the projects for the ambitious telephone facility plan that has 
suffered a great deal are being readied. That will start to go into service 
next January 1984 and the remaining projects will continue to go into ser- 
vice subsequently, during 1984 and 1985, with the last to enter service in 
February 1986. That will be the al-Maks exchange in Alexandria. 


The minister identified the parties which are contributing to the plan to 
address the problems of Egypt's telephones. These are the American group, 
consisting of the companies that are in charge of carrying out the telephone 
projects the American aid agency finances, and the European group, which is 
represented by the Thompson and Siemen companies, as well as local produc- 
tion, which the authority is accommodating in full and encouraging in the 
light of the policy to encourage, develop and promote domestic industry. 
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the progran refers to the European and American groups’ projects. These have 
the goal of establishing 273,000 Lines in 1984, 233,000 lines in 1985 and 
15,000 lines in 1956, 


The chart refers to the projects that are to be carried out in Cairo and 
their completion dates, which are as follows: al-Ma'tadi, 20,000 lines, 
January 1984, al-Duqqi, 20,000 lines, March, New al-Ma‘adi, 13,900 lines, 
April 1984, al-Zamalik, 20,000 lines, May, Heliopolis, 40,000 lines, 30,900 
of those in July and 10,000 in December, al-Rawdah, 20,000 lines in August, 
al-Qubbah, 30,000 Lines in November, and Bab al-Luq, 25,000 lines in Novein- 


ber, 


) 
fo into service in February 1985, to be followed by the al-Fawwalah 
exchange, 20,000 lines, in May, then al-Karbah, 10,000 lines, in July, and 


al-Ma’sarah, 3,000 Lines, in August. 


80,000 Lines in Nine Exchanres in the Provinces 





In the case of the provinces, the dates in the progran Eng Sulayman Mitwalli 
is presenting the dates are just confined to 1984, That will start with the 
al-Zaqaziq exchange, 15,000 lines, in June 1984, the same time by which the 
bu Kabir exchange of 4,000 Lines will be ex leted, These will be followed 
by the Faqqus exchange, 4,000 lines, and the  ilbays exchange, 4,900 lines. 
The two exchanges will be completed in July. Then there are al-Mansurah, 
35,000 Lines, which will be completed in August, Sharbin, 2,000 lines in 
September, and Dikarnas, 2,000 lines in October, to be Followed by Tanta, 
20,000 Lines in November, and finally the Zifti exchange, 4,000 lines, in 
December. 


The Alexandria Exchanges Will Come in in 1985 


~ 


In Alexandria, three new exchanyes will come in in January 1985. The 
remaining exchanges will enter in in the course of the following months, 
up to the end of 1985. 


The first three exchanges in Alexandria will be al-Utu, 40,000 lines, Glym 
(20,000 Lines) and al-Ibrahimiyah (25,000 lines), followed by the Abu Oir 
axchange, 2,000 lines, in February, the al-'Ajami exchange, 4,000 lines, in 
March, al-Manshivah, 20,000 Lines, in August, then Glym, 25,000 lines in 
October, the Muharran Bey exchange, 30,000 Lines in December, and finally 
the al-Maks exchange in February 1986, with a capacity of 15,900 lines. 


Local [ndustry Will Provide 285,000 Lines 


To make full use of local industry in the area of exchange and commnunica- 
tions equipment manufacture, it has been decided to set up some new exchan- 
eas to fulfil the requirements of the governorate capitals and towns in 
Upper Egypt, with a total capacity of 285,000 lines, at an average of 30,900 


? 


a year, after which the company's production will shift to the production of 


? 


1dvanced electronic exchanes. 











The Suez Canal area will witness the construction of the largest telephone 
system with the establishment of local exchanges and their hookup to automa- 
tic dialling. These exchanges will be in the Port Said exchange (20,000 
lines), al-Isma*iliyah (10,000 lines), Suez (10,000 lines), al-Qantarah 
(1,000 lines), al-Tall al-Kabir (1,000 lines), Fayid (1,000 lines), Madinat 
Faysal (1,000 lines), al-Ghardaqah (1,000 lines), al-‘Arish (2,000 lines) 
and Port Fu'tad (4,000 lines). The authority has the objective of putting 
automatic dialling service in general use in new towns which do not yet have 
this important feature, especially in the eight governorates of Upper Egypt, 
and of increasing the capacity of the equipment in the existing automatic 
dialling exchanges in Cairo, Alexandria and Lower Egypt, to cope with commu- 
nications between the new exchanges and the automatic dialling system. The 
plan will include doubling this systen. 


The Troubles with Cables Have Ended and We Will Find Long Distance and 
Information 


The minister says, "The problems of underground cabies lead to difficulties 
in telephone communications in some areas and in order to overcome these 
problems and eliminate bottlenecks, the plan includes expansion of the 
microwave system in order to carry out the third stage of the Cairo micro- 
wave system and cope with the increase in the new exchanges in the capital 
as well as to construct the Alexandria microwave system, which will raise 
the capability of communications through the exchanges in this city, parts 
of which have started to be deprived of communications because of the dete- 
Tioration of the Linkage system in their exchanges. 


"To improve long distance and information service in Cairo and Alexandria, 
the authority has made contracts to replace long distance and information 
sites in Cairo. These come to 214 long distance lines and 50 information 
lines. In Alexandria these number 62 long distance Lines and 12 information 
lines in new up to date style locations, with financing from a Japanese 
loan, where contracts have been made for 300 new long distance sites and 50 
information sites in Cairo and 150 long distance sites and 20 information 
sites in Alexandria." 


The First Reply to AL-AHRAM's Reports: The New Telephone Chief: Eliminating 
the Relinquishment of Telephones Is under Study Now 


Following up on AL-AHRAM's reports, Eng Wajdi 'Abd-al-Hamid, the new chair- 
man of the Telecommunications Authority, declared that the authority was 
studying the subject of subscribers selling their telephones by 
relinquishment. These phenomena will be addressed in a serious manner 
through a study on prohibiting the relinquishment of telephones to other 
people except in cases of inheritance. 


The new chairman of the authority added, "This study is being made froin the 
premise of the authority's concern that the subsidy money the government 
pays out for telephone installations go to the people who are actually 
entitled to it, and not to speculators, in order that service may be made 
available to the public." 
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LIBYA 


PROBLEMS OF GOVERNMENT OVEREMPLOYMENT, JOB EXPLOTTATION LAID BARE 
Tripoli AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR in Arabic 7 Nov 83 p 3 


[Article: "To the Masses in the People's Conferences: Pay Attention to the 
Lines of Citizens Waiting for Provisions!"] 


[Text] AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR, in the context of its campaign of provocation, 
puidance and strategy, is presenting a new revolutionary warning to the 
masses in the people's conferences which hold the power, sovereignty and 
decisions in Libyan Arab soci2ty, as a revolutionary reminder of the decrees 
the masses in the people's conferences took at sessions they had previously 
held on reducing the administrative apparatus and transferring the capable 
people in it to production sites if they are not providing general technical 
services, using them to move the wheels of the productive factories and 
agricultural development projects forward. 


However, these aware decrees of the people have been dealt with in a decep- 
tive and devious manner by traditional employees heading the people's 
departments, leaving thousands of employees sleeping in offices and among 
drawers, not doing any work, and receiving fantastic monthly salaries that 
come to millions of dinars from your treasury, Libyan Arabs, without 
offering anything in exchange. Their sole preoccupation is to act as 
pobetweens, compose transactions, and crowd in lines that are packed before 
imarkets and installations during office hours. In addition, they fill the 
streets with lamentation and crowds, obstructing the movement of traffic, 
draining off thousands of liters of fuel a day, since the studies and 
statistics that have been carried out on this loathesome phenomenon indicate 
that more than 80 percent of the people to be found in the streets obstruc- 
ting the flow of mornings traffic, from 0800 hours in the morning to 1300 
hours in the afternoon, are employees who are going about the length and 
breadth of the streets, although it is their assignnent, during these hours, 
to perform services and offer daily administrative transactions for the 
masses of the people in various public facilities. 


What indicate that these lines are a phenomenon are the individuals who are 
surplus to the resources of these facilities and their need for employees, 
for whom these facilities have no need, and unproductive forces which do not 
perform any finction worth mentioning. 











This is one thing that will prompt the masses in the people's conferences, 
at the session they are to convene next, to adopt decisive measures with 
regard to them and transfer them to production sites in accordance with 
carefully studied scientific programming in which the human needs of each 
production site are taken into consideration. 


These exanples of parasitism which obstruct the revolutionary transformation 
through their vile behavior are not part of the nature of the mass society, 
the society of innovation, production, brilliance and good performance of 
service, which are the standards of people who are revolutionarily committed 
to the mass society. They cannot be considered part of the socialist ideolo- 
gical thesis and the revolutionary options to which the Arab masses have 
committed themselves, which they have chosen as a means for building a 
society in which man's needs will be liberated and in which they will be rid 
of the lethal specter of bureaucratic red tape and the roots of laxity, 
mediation, patronage, servitude, exploitation, hire, rental, trafficking and 
all the phenomena and forms of exploitative commerce. 


Let those people know that revolution does not mean laxity, it does not mean 
negligence, it does not mean the waste of public money or the fraudulent use 
of it, and it does not mean evasion of the performance of the duties they 
are assigned. Let the sick bureacuratic forces that are linked to the menta- 
lity of the yovernment and its reactionary culture know this. 


The revolutionary forces of the revolutionary comnittees will not permit 
them to steal the sweat, effort and money of Libyan Arabs through robbery, 
deceit and theft, and will never pay them a bonus for sinking deep roots in 
offices and among, the drawers of public service departments and facilities. 


We know that dozens, indeed hundreds, of employees in Department A and 
Facility B have no work, constitute part of the force that is surplus to 
these administrative sites, and appear at these facilities just to sign in 
and out and exchange cups of tea then after that leave these administrative 
facilities Like swarms of bees in order to clean out the goods in the 
markets, where you find them racing desperately against one another in the 
combined markets, specific markets, and dozens of installations, emptying 
out their drawers and warehouses. Some of them have been transformed into 
new exploitative merchants who sell everything the citizen needs, at the 
highest prices, on the sidewalks in front of these markets! 


Most of thein have elected to become dealers in automobiles, vegetables, 
spare parts and empty plastic bags, while at the same time receiving from 
the complex a monthly salary which is computed at the expense of the admini- 
Strative systen. 


Is it reasonable that society should defray the payment of the salaries of 
these people and others who spend most of their time outside their bureaus 
and departments? 


Building a productive society in which the individual possesses power, 
wealth and arms requires a peneration which believes in sacrifice for the 
sake of achieving these preat goals and in self-exertion for the sake of 














construction, and appreciates the value of freedom, so that we will be able 
to build new foundations for a productive mass socialist civilization which 
will transcend conplicated administrative and office red tape and will go 
beyond these Lines of parasitic employees. 


Will the coming, session of the basic people's conferences be the besinning 
of the affirmation of the proper exercise of the people's power? Through a 
review of the people's decrees that were adopted regarding the reduction of 
the administrative system, the application of internal administration and 
other decrees, and the holding to account of obstructionists and people 
preventing the execution of these people's decrees: 


The revolutionary committees which have declared their commitment to the 
attainment of power by the people and the affirnation of it in actual 
circumstances realize the implications of the continuation of these 
unproductive lines, the tremendous amount of material neglected among dra- 
wers in offices, and the equipment that goes unused by them in the various 
production sites, 


The basic people's assemblies, which contain all male and female Libyan 
Arabs without distinction or discrimination, realize, as they prepare to 
hold their coming, session, the importance of applyiny internal administra- 
tion and internal management of public service facilities and naking the 
shift to production. 


Let the decrees of the conning session be of a high enough order of responsi- 
bility to stress that the Libyan Arab peuple are a free, sovereign people 
who have pone beyond the age of kingdoms in museums and all obstacles to the 
era of the masses. 


Let it be a start of the execution of the program of internal management in 
the various facilities, so that all the masses may bear the responsibility 
of adopting the decrees related to that, and the consequences of carrying, 
them out. 
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LIBYA 


PROFLIGATE, SLOPPY ATMOSPHERE IN NATION'S UNIVERSITIES CASTIGATED 
Tripoli AL-ZAHF AL=AKHDAR in Arabic 7 Nov 83 p 7 

[Article by ‘Abd-al-Razzaq al-Dahish: "Visit the University!" ] 
[Text] Can You Visit the University? 


You will have to get into your car or put on your shoes and take the crowded 
Agricultural Road all the way to the end. You will be going toward the 
university. You will have to take a stab at entering by the main gate and 
you will not meet with any difficulties until you are inside that universi- 
ty; through your misfortune, you will find the Faculty of Education greeting 
you, and class notebooks also greeting you. I mean that a class notebook 
might fall on top of your head. That is just a hello kiss that is approp- 
riate for you, as a visitor who has been closely accompanied by misfortune. 
You will feel from the first moment that you are not in a university; it is 
the only place where you can establish in an absolute fashion that you are 
not in a university. I hope that you will not commit an act of stupidity and 
try to articulate this situation, or this disaster, will not say that the 
festivities were great but the groom fled, and will not commit the additio- 
nal act of stupidity of making yourself a stranger. That is, you must greet 
everything openly; you must even accept the packs of cigarettes openly, if 
they fall on your head, and you must let the cartons of milk lie underfoot. 
Stepping on such things is a very ordinary matter, and perhaps happens 

every day. You will observe the spectacle of someone striking someone else 
on the neck then running away in flight from him, then the latter catching 
up with him as he swears most intensely that he will not let this blow rest 
on his neck; then a third person will come in and put his arm most sympathe- 
tically about the first person's neck. The important thing is that this is a 
diverting gane, one which attracts you to it. Do not be curious, but drive 
its enticements away from you, and do not protest; that will cause you to go 
immediately to the Ibn al-Nafis Hospital, and you will be in a state of 
alienation and bewilderment. Close all your outer pockets so that cigarettes 
will not slip in and go into those pockets, then go into ashtrays and shout 
out in quest of a fire hose. Let me advise you to tie your shoelaces tight 
so that they will not be subject to strong kicks from strong feet. You are 
in the Faculty of Education and must immediately go toward the heavy crowds, 
because you will find yourself in the cafeteria, which means that you are 
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not a stranger and are entering houses through their proper doors, although 
the coffee shop is not at the entrance to the faculty. Take a little rest 
there, or feel a little concern; the concern, my dear friend, also comes in 
instalments. Pessimism enulates you as you pour a cup of tea into your 
stomach, and pessimism emulates you as you hear a discussion about a cat 
tnat has died or a rooster that has awakened late, Didn't I say that the 
university is the only place where you can establish that you are not in a 
university? If someone invites you to take a glass of drink with him that 
means that you cannot be ungracious and that you must agree t9 be an instr 
ment of temporary recreation. In any event, you will go out with bags full 
of talk in your chest. I advise you to keep every word to yourself, You will 
fo into other Faculties which are not much different, and, with thanks to 
God, you will have left the Education [Facuity] without anything loathesome 
-- if you have left at all! I warn that a bottle of Kitty Cola might fall on 
your head. Don’t shout at anyone lest you be accused of belonging to the 
clothing oversight committee, or someone tells you: 


"You will have to take it in color!" 


That is, even though you are not carrying a camera or even a cigarette 
lighter. 


You will find your way toward other faculties, and other faces, cars and 
trees will meet you. Perhaps another term paper will fall on your head and 
at that point you will have to consider yourself a dear, honored guest, on 
whom kisses are being rained abundantly. However, if one of them throws a 
weapon at you, do not answer, for he will inevitably stop you and present 
you with a group of provocative questions, such as a pleasant invitation to 
engage in a boxing, match without gloves, and you will be the one to lose, by 
points, if not to succumb to the fate of a knockout. 


How can you allow yourself to return the greeting, if you do not know the 
person, and indeed he tells you that it was not meant for you? 


The important thing is that you step forward harshly in the midst of the 
heaps of term papers and reference materials sitting on the fence around 
the science park, and, lest you cause yourself anxiety over this blatant 
waste of term papers and materials, I can tell you that it is most likely 
the people who wrote them are still at home, because a kilogram of “geology” 
ls heavy and burdensome. Be assured that these term papers will not fall on 
your head, for there is no hand to budge them. I know that whenever you see 
a paper you will put your hand on your head as a result of the passing 
blows, but try not to do thats loud voices will pierce your ears. Do not let 
that stir your interest; you are passing through the university, not through 
A student calling his colleague, who is half a meter a way fron 
him, at a loud voice is an ordinary thing. If you see a male student walking 
arm in arm with a male student, that is also ordinary, because he will be 
playing tug of war with him. Co peacefully, as if you did not see, lest you 
become the rope in this game. 


a cemetery. 


You will debate for a long time whether or not to go in. It would be better 
for you, and the hair on your head, not to go inj go, for the sake of your 








mdition, to other faculties. This time there is a very great Likelihood 
that a tern paper will not fall on you and that will remain just a possibi- 
lity -- I mean, it is not an absolute matter or a firm opinion. The impor- 
tant thing is that you will be drawn toward agriculture and you will find 
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of sandwiches -- alongside the normal plants. Do not get very close; you are 
not a technician at picking, flowers or an expert at trimming ocnanental 
trees. I know that you like crowds, and you will go toward then and find the 
cafeteria. Whenever you find a crowd, you will find a coffee shop. That is 


- . not 1 awe 
an 1utomatic cocollarv. 


If you find a table at which to eat, that will 

restaurant -- perhaps you are in a lecture hall or in a corridor. Be assured 
that a girl student is holding a luncheon part 

and you have now exerted a large amount of effort and patience. Ask God to 
sive you a further dose of patience so that you can get out of the universi- 


not mean that you are ina 
y foe coil2apues in pfeneral, 


ty safe and sound. I am fully assured that you will want to ask 
eople have any goals? However, because you are unfor- 


tunate and visited this university before the start of the soccer period, 
you will have to defer this question. 
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question: don't these fr 


You will go back where you came froin, and [ hope that God will cover your 


ilerves with ice until the end of this adventure, which is not a detective 
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story. I think that you will find another crowd and will say that that is a 
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sofftee shop, and, in order to cut through the doubt with the sword of 


ertainty, will go there and find a biz man, saying, in a loud voice, 





Do not try to look for your 
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versonal identity card; leave the door to the 
restaurant, indeed leave the univers I Orctant that the Facul- 
ty of Education tid you farewell with a term paper on educational materials. 


‘ake this gooabye kiss and leave where you came in. 


rhe important thing, my dear friend, 


1 
iniversity, I advise you not to commit such an act of stu 














MAURITANIA 


PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS IN EDUCATION REVIEWED 
Nouakchott CHAAB in French 18, 19, 24 Oct 83 
[Article by Yahfdhou Ould Zein] 

[18 Oct 83 p 3] 

[Text] Calm and Perseverance 


The beginning of the 1983-84 school year occurred yesterday on the primary 
and secondary levels in an atmosphere of discipline and industry. After long 
months of vacation, the students and teachers returned to class to embark 
upon a new school year full of promise, because both are determined to com- 
plete the program and succeed in the examinations through ardent work. 


The minister of national education has taken the necessary steps to ensure 
the beginning of classes under excellent conditions. 


This calm and this atmosphere which in recent years have characterized our 
educational establishments bear witness in themselves to the fruitful 
achievements in this department of which we have learned. 


Also, the portion of the national budget allocated for education (1/7 per- 
cent), the unceasing determination to adapt education to our realities, to 
make it profitable and to generalize it have led us to reexamine the situa- 
tion in primary and secondary education today, including the results achieved 
and the future prospects. 


On the level of primary education, 109,300 pupils are enrolled this year in 
671 schools. There are 2,/02 teachers, of whom 1,605 speak Arabic, 343 are 
bilingual and 754 teach in French. From this we can see that the number of 
children enrolled, which was insignificant just prior to independence, is 
growing constantly, although very few of them succeed in completing the cycle 
they begin. This year, only 35 percent of the candidates in the competition 
for acceptance in the first year of secondary school were accepted. Where do 
the other 65 percent go? No one knows. The fact continues to be that we 
still fall far short of the educational reform goal of 50 percent of the CM2 
graduates. 


Moreover, the number of students forced to abandon school prematurely is 


large, and the structures for accommodating students are nonexistent. This 
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is why it has become imperative to study the ways and means by which we can 
avoid this waste. An industrious policy of enrollment and recovery of these 
young people at the end of the primary cycle is required. Otherwise, they 
will be at the mercy of a life of vagrancy, coming into contact with the in- 
fluences in a society in the midst of change without any preparation for it, 
and the effort made with regard to them will be wasted to this same degree. 
Plans should be made for the orientation of the youngest and the most gifted 
at the end of their primary studies toward secondary education, while the 
others should be given a vocational preparation for life. 


A Functional Education 


In this connection, centers for apprenticeship and adaptation to vocational 
life seem to us the best solution. Moreover, education should fully serve 
our economic development. Also, the search for functional education should 
underlie the orientation of the educational sector in Mauritania. Now the 
rural sector is and will for a number of years to come remain the sector 
absorbing the largest part of the population. 


We should ask ourselves then to what extent and how the educational system 
encourages an increase in productivity and profitability in this sector, 
while allowing the development of techniques and the rationalization of crop 
raising. 


If education is a privilege of the urban residents, or again if rural young 
people who benefit from education do not want to return to crop raising and 
livestock breeding and the public or industrial sector cannot absorb them, 
the profitability of education may prove negative. 


This is why education for the future must be perceived above all as a means 
of developing the main resource of the country--its manpower (development) 
of education in Mauritania, May 1973) 


Education in itself is a luxury which this country does not have the re- 
sources to pay for. Is it not also one of the main factors in the modifica- 
tion of the stock of human capital? This question raises the tl orny problem 
of the profitability of our educational system. There does not seem to be 
then any prospect for change except through reform in depth. 


The logical consequence is that it would be difficult to speed up the process 
of school enrollment and thus to approach universal education. 


According to the director of school planning, Ely 0. Boubout, the rate of 
eurollment reached 30 percent this year.* In the next 2 years, it will 
approach 35 percent, in 1995 it will reach 50 percent, and it will pass the 
80 percent mark about the year 2000. 


* The figures contained in this portion are only approximate, as no other 
data is currently available or in our possession. 











To achieve the 50 percent level, it will be necessary to build 1,130 teaching 
units (classrooms) and to recruit 1,470 teachers. Now the ministry does not 
foresee the construction of more than 60 teaching units annually. 


On the other hand, with the establishment of the annual average rate of in- 
crease in the primary system at 10 percent, the five-year plan sets the 
annual demand for teachers at about 300. 


Adaptation of Programs 


This is but one aspect of the matter. Another, which is not negligible, in- 
volves implementing a rational program inspired by ovr true cultural values. 
Here we touch upon the heart of the mission of education--its content. It is 
a question of drafting school manuals adapted to our specific national reali- 
ties. 


This is the more necessary since the students need a tool for identification, 
a manual adapted to our environment in order to consolidate and complete the 
oral instruction they receive in the classroom. This manual serves at the 
same time to advise and to provide a reference for the teacher. It guaran- 
tees homogeneity in education. This aspect pertains equally to the primary 
and secondary levels. 


Ministry of National Education Circular [by Yahfdhou 0. Zein] 


Henceforth, beginning with the 1983-1984 school year, there will be no free 
auditing. Only those enrolled on the official class lists sent last year to 
the ministry will be able to continue to benefit from the free auditor 
status. 


This information is provided in a Ministry of National Education circular 
sent to the directors of educational establishments. 


Based on Law No 69269 dated 1 August 1969 and governing the reorganization 
of secondary education, and further provisions in MEFS Circular No 14 dated 
18 Dec 1980 regulating the acceptance of free auditors in secondary educa- 
tion, the department of national education has just put an end to this prac- 
tice for the following reasons: 


Distortion of the quality of education (overloading classes), making staffing 
difficult; 


Abusive consumption of public funds; 

Violation of the law. Young people do not take the examinations which con- 
stitute the only reference point for authorizing advancement from one cycle 
or one class to another without discrimination; and 

Injustice, to the extent that this is a favor granted to some. They are 


students who have not been accepted on entrance competition for the first 
year of secondary school, or students who failed their end-of-the-year 
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examinations. In both cases, this often involves students whose levei of 
achievement is not satisfactory. Their presence constitutes an injustice and 
encourages laziness, resulting in a drop in the level of education. 


The parents’ view is that the success of some students provides proof. They 
believe that the selection on the competitive level deprives their children 
cf the opportunity to continue their studies, for which reason the doors 
should not be closed to them. 


The answer of the ministry is very clear: there are examinations and competi- 
tions organized on all levels, but only for those who qualify to continue. 


An opportunity (private education) is developing today for those who have the 
resources. At a given point, it serves to contribute to the national effort 
in the educational sector. 


[19 Oct 83 p 3] 
[Text] Satisfactory Results 


This year, 2,186 students are enrolled in the final classes at the secondary 
schools, and the majority (1,225) are studying the scientific disciplines. 
This is a positive sign of the direction of secondary education, which will 
allow a higher percentage of admissions in the C and D series in the coming 
baccalaureate sessions. 


In the 1982-1983 school year, there were 1,138 admissions out of 2,843 can- 
didates who in fact applied, or 39.8 percent. Where do the other 60.2 per- 
cent go? Here we no longer have the question of structures for accommodation 
or recovery, because the entire secondary cycle offers a range of choices and 
preparation for life. Here we have instead the question of the level of edu- 
cation. 


A study of the situation in secondary education will give us a clearer 
notion. To this end, we met with Mohamed El Hafedh Ould Tolba, director of 
secondary education, who was good enough to discuss with us, one by one, 
during a general conversation, the regionalization of education, the causes 
of the decline in the student level, and the limitations encountered by edu- 
cation in our country. 


Concerning the regionalization of secondary education, there is reason for 
satisfaction. Currently there are 15 higher-level and 15 lower-level second- 
ary schools, or a total of 30 establishments, thus responding to the concern 
of the Ministry of National Education, which has plans to establish a second- 
ary school in each administrative department, and one of the higher-level 
high schools in each of the regicnal capitals. The purpose is obvious--to 
keep the student in his home environment, while at the same time lightening 
the material burden, since any travel for educational purposes necessarily 
involves covering the cost of boarding facilities. 














Progress in Regionalization 


And so the lower-level secondary schools in Zoueratt and Aleg are becoming 
higher-level secondary schools. In Nouakchott, an applied arts high school 
is planned for 1985. The departmentalization of the secondary schools has 
been begun. Such are already to be found in Boutilimitt, Mederdra, 
Chinguetti, M'Bout, Timbedra, etc. Such a program of regionalization re- 
quires an adequate and competent teaching body. In this connection, effort 
to obtain Mauritanian teachers is being actively pursued. Of the 1,014 
teachers in the secondary schools this year, 634 are Mauritanians, or 

61.54 percent, while the other 390 (38.46 percent) include 300 from Arab 
countries. At this rate, it cannot be denied that in the years to come the 
teaching body in Mauritania can be totally nationalized, and the policy of 
regionalizing secondary education becomes possible. 


If we realize that 66 of the 1,014 teachers are responsible for staffing, 
there are 948 remaining who are actually serving this year in the 633 teach- 
ing sections (classes). Thus the class size will be about 40 or 42 students, 
which is entirely within pedagogical norms. In this connection we can con- 
gratulate ourselves on satisfactory results. 


Secondary Education 


1960-1961: 528 students 
1969-1970: 3,012 students 
1973-1974: 4,030 students 
1983-1984: 26,663 students 


This table shows a significant development in student numbers on the second- 
ary educational level, above all beginning with the 1973 reform. In particu- 
lar we note that this reform urged an annuai increase of 9 percent. 


We should not lose sight of the movement determining the development of stu- 
dent volume: 35 percent of the candidates in the competition for acceptance 
in the first year of secondary school, and the rate of dropouts for social 
reasons or due to incapacity. 


Many Factors Affect Declining Level 


However, a drop in the level of education has characterized these recent 
years. In the opinion of the director of secondary education, “this phenom- 
enon is not specific to Mauritania, since the level has dropped everywhere 

in the world. The attraction of audiovisual media and the increased interest 
in films are exerting a negative influence on young people enrolled in 
schools.” These students are quite distracted, irresistibly drawn to the 
entertainment these modern media offer, although they do not provide a 
healthy education. Thus the student makes his schoolwork secondary, instead 
of devoting himself to it at home. 


The responsibility of parents here is clear to everyone. The task of the 
school has its limits, while that of the parents is total. This is why their 
contribution must make itself felt more forcefully than in the past. 











Parents’ Responsibility 


The reactivation of associations of students’ parents is in this connection 
essential, in order to make them more aware of the primary role they must 
play in the great task of education. 


The varying level of recruiting of general-level teachers between 1975 and 
1979 had a negative effect on education. Class size (between 60 and 90 stu- 
dents), for its part, made the activities of teachers inefficient, since the 
greater part of their time was needed to impose discipline and organize the 
classes. 


The inadequacy of school infrastructures, above all in the urban sector, 
limited educational organization because the majority of teachers had two 
overloaded classes. 


The fact that the foreign teaching body comes from various countries with 
educational systems differing from ours, with initial experience in cther 
programs, and also the variety of schools and societies which formed them-- 
none of this is unrelated to the drop in the level of education about which 
there are many complaints today. 


To this is added the problem of free auditors, or more precisely students 
trying by this means to get back into the system, on all levels, after having 
dropped out for lack of capacity to advance. These hangers-on with a very 
low level of achievement are not an encouragement to competition where the 
students are concerned. Quite the contrary. 


Also, inspection difficulties due to the scattering of our educational estab- 
lishments over such a vast territory as ours contributes to the fact that 
this basic task cannot be carried out more than once or twice a year at the 
very most. All of these factors contribute tc the decline in the level. 
Naturally, it is normal to be concerned. 


But what is not normal is the comparison of the educational system at the 
beginning of the 1960s with the present one, because this represents a fail- 
ure to understand education today, which is popular and oriented toward demo- 
cratization, while at that time, only the elite attended school. At chat 
time it was a minority of the privileged who were enrolled, the children of 
those circles best prepared to benefit from education. 


The tremendous financial costs required for education in Mauritania today, 
the increasing population pressure and the influx in the schools make it 
necessary to review this judgment as to the level of education in our 
country. 


The limitations of all sorts are much more important today than in the past. 
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[24 Oct 83 p 3] 
[Text] Adjustments Are Essential 


In the preceding issues (CHAAB, 18 and 19 October) we carried the first two 
parts of a series devoted to education in Mauritania. 


We discussed in particular the situation with regard to the primary and 
secondary educational sectors as regards the 1983-1984 school year. 


Today we will discuss the development of our educational system and the 
limitations it is encountering. 


It is particularly clear that reforms in the educational sector are following 
one upon the other throughout the world, and in particular in the countries 
in the process of development. 


In the West, anxious questions are being raised about the educational system. 


In our country, a long route has enabled us to prepare the ground and create 
the conditions necessary for radical reform. It has taken 2 decades to 
achieve these results. 


But what future lies before us now? 


This concern is justified, because our educational system has during the 
first 2 decades since we won our independence shown many signs of notable 
inadequacies and lack of adaptation to the sociocultural realities in our 
country. These were the direct reasons for the successive reforms in 1959, 
1967, 1973, and, finally, 1979. 


The result has been four generations, each benefitting from a different 
program. 


Thus the overlapping of the reforms has undeniably introduced a lack of con- 
tinuity with nefarious consequences on the profitability and homogeneity of 
education, as well as a certain sometimes legitimate confusion, in view of 
the fact that any reform is essentially provisional. 


Reorganization Without Reorientation 


As early as 1959, when our access to national sovereignty was dawning, we 
found ourselves faced with this dilemma: how to be ourselves while drawing 
from our own human and cultural potential? [t was impossible to provide any 
satisfactory answer, because the activities of tie pubiic authorities re- 
mained framed by the concepts inherited from the colon’.al era. 


This is why a year before we won our independence, education in the 
Mauritanian schools was advancing timidly. 


For a number of years running, educational reform was to regroup the educa- 
tional system in our country without challenging it basically. 








In the process of this search, a first effort was to iead to the 1967/7 reform. 
It did not basically move education out of its initial conceptual context, 
but it did theoretically upgrade Arabic by introducing the bilingual prin- 
ciple. It was above all to make it possible to understand, to a certain 
extent, the problems in education as they existed in Mauritania. Its un- 
deniable merit lies in the fact that it did prepare the ground for the third 
reform and made it possible to assess our real potential, our shortcomings 
and the terms in which our needs must be seen for the future on a practical 
basis. 


Its failure led to another reform in 19/73, the purpose of which was “the 
adaptation of our school system to our specific realities and real cultural 
independence.” 


In practice, this was to lead to making our educational system profitable and 
to adapting and generalizing it. 


Thus this situation, which was characterized by successive reforms which were 
never conclusive, led to a certain atm:sphere and favored all kinds of dis- 
cussions about cultural issues in Mauritania. Sometimes these debates took 
on worrisome aspects. 


It was under these conditions that the CMSN [Military Committee for National 
Salvation] decided on an equitable and just solution with the reform approved 
in October of 1979. 


The goal is above all to guarantee our country its own cultural identity. 


This new policy stresses the value of our national languages for the first 
time. 


This is why the current process should be seen as an affirmation of our 
sovereignty, to the detriment of foreign interests. 


Within the framework of this option for authenticity and rehabilitation of 
our cultures, it was decided to make every effort to transcribe and teach our 
national languages. 


No other path was possible, because “the survival of these languages is 
necessary to the preservation and enrichment of our cultural heritage, since 
they constitute the methods of expression of the creative genius” of all the 
components of our people. 


This 1979 reform is thus designed to introduce our various national languages 
into the educational system in the coming years. This inclusion will be 
effected thanks to the establishment of a body, the Institute of National 
Languages, which was created in December of 19/79 and which already has all of 
the resources enabling it to carry out its mission successfully. At the same 
time, a provisional system was decided upon and has been implemented since 
October of 1980. 
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Where these schoolsare concerned, sacrifices should be made to encourage the 
young people of modest means. The public authorities should in turn sponsor 
legislation benefitting them and incorporate their activities within the 
framework of the national educational system. 


The traditional education which continues to make a substantial contribution 
to the national effort in the realm of instruction and advancement of culture 
should be t’.e focus of specific concern. 


Free, available to the people and effective, this form of teaching needs to 
be given new value. ‘his is why it is imperative to organize and contribute 
to it, but also and above all to create bridges on all levels linking it with 
modern education. 


In this connection, our ulemas, who dispense their knowl ;e free of charge, 
should be incorporated in any reform of the present and .u.ture system. It is 
at this price, and only thus, that the modern schools and the mahadras can 
work side by side to guarantee the continuing cultural diffusion of which our 
city-oases, such as Chinguetti, Tichitt and Oualata, were once the inexhaust- 
ible centers, at the crossroads of West Africa and the Arab Maghrib. 


The accounts of travelers and historians about our prestigious cultural heri- 


tage bear eloquent witness to this past, the influence of which spread far 
beyond our national frontiers. 


It is a question today of pursuing this task witn even more energy and self- 
sacrifice, because the progress of a nation is measured by the health of its 
education. 


FOOTNOTES e 


l. The figures provided in this section are approximate, in view of the 
inadequacy of the data available or in our possession. 


2. According to UNESCO studies. 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


SDAR AMBASSADOR DISCUSSES NORTH AFRICAN AFFAIRS 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 29 Oct 83 pp 1, 13 


[Interview with Ahmedu Suelem, SDAR ambassador to Angola; date and place not 
given] 


[Text] With a view to discussing various aspects having to do with the 
Saharan issue, in particular since the failure of the mini-summit meeting of 
the implementation committee of the OAU in Addis Ababa because of Moroccan 
intransigence, the ambassador of the SDAR [Saharan Democratic Arab Republic] 
accredited to the RPA [People's Republic of Angola], Ahmedu Suelem, recently 
granted JORNAL DE ANGOLA an interview. 


During the course of this exchange, the text of which we are carrying on p 13 
of this issue, the diplomat also discussed the relations of his country with 
Spain, which is mainly responsible for the conflict, and also with the capi- 
talist nations of Western Europe. 


Meanwhile, Bachi Mustapha Sayed, a member of the Executive Committee of the 
POLISARIO Front, stated in Paris last Thursday that “there will not be a 20th 
OAU Summit Meeting without the prior initiation of implementation of the 
resolution calling for a referendum on the Western Sahara.” 


In principle, the 20th Summit Meeting should be held in June of 1984, in 
Conakry, Guinea. 


[In speaking to a group of newsmen in the French capital, Sayed added that the 


majority of the African countries which sent representatives to France to 
attend the Congress of the French Socialist Party in Bourg-Presse agreed with 
this resolution. In conclusion, Mustapha Sayed stated that “the isolation of 


Morocco is complete.” 


The ambassador of the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic accredited to our 
recently granted JORNAL DE ANGOLA an interview, in 
which he discussed variot ispects pertaining to the Saharan question, one of 


country, Ahmedu Suelem 
the leading burning .ssues in current African affairs. 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: [n view of the refusal of the regime in Rabat to undertake 
negotiations with the POLISARIO Front, consistent with the recommendation of 
the 19th OAU Summit Meeting, what is the vanguard of the Saharan people plan- 


ning to do in order to convince Morocco to reconsider its position? 








Ahmedu Suelem: First I want to make it clear that the rejection of peace by 
Hassan II has to do not only with the proposals of the SDAR authorities, but 
also the plan drafted by the OAU at its 19th Summit Meeting. 


The stubbornness of Morocco against the OAU and the total contempt shown for 
its decisions have reached the limit. 


Meanwhile, the POLISARIO Front has responded and will continue to respond in 
the field to this stubbornness by intensifying military operations against 

the troops of Hassan II. On the other hand, we believe that the responsibil- 
ity of taking up the Moroccan challenge and enforcing respect for its deci- 
sions falls to the OAU, particularly when it is a question of the right of a 
people to independence. We also believe that the countries which approved the 
Addis Ababa resolution are inherently committed to its implementation. ‘The 
challenge permits no possible flexibility. Either the OAU abdicates its 
principles and ceases to exist, or Morocco must submit to legality and law.” 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA: In your view, how should this resolution be defined? A 
victory or a diplomatic defeat for the SDAR? 


Ahmedu Suelem: I believe that the resolution was a political victory for the 
Saharan people and ror the OAU. For the Saharan people, to the extent that 
the resolution recognizes the POLISARIO Front and the SDAR, defines the two 
parties--the POLISARIO Front and Morocco-~and recognizes the colonial nature 
of the occupation of the Western Sahara by Morocco. 

To the extent that it recognizes that this is a decolonization issue in all 
its dimensions, this means addressing the heart of the question for the OAU. 
The unanimity of the vote for the resolution, finally, clearly reveais this 
aspect and the defeat of Morocco, which continues to distort reality. If the 
administrative aspect of admitting the SDAR was resolved within the OAU, this 
resolution represents a great step toward the solution of the political 
aspect of the issue, 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: If the period established by the OAU for the holding of 
the referendum, that is by December of this year, elapses and Morocco has 
still not come to the negotiation table, will the government of the SDAR be 
able to change its attitude on the diplomatic level? 


Ahmedu Suelem: I want to point out that our diplomatic attitude is not com- 
promised by the resolution. It is yet another endorsement and legitimization 
of our diplomacy. If you refer to our attitude as a member nation of the 
OAU, I can tell you that this question has been definitively resolved. If 
you mean the availability of the SDAR authorities to implement the Addis 
Ababa resolution, I can tell you that we continue to be prepared to negotiate 
directly with Morocco and to cooperate with the OAU in this connection. 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: [t was because of the intransigence of Hassan II that the 
Saharan People's Liberation Ariny (ELPS) has launched various large-scale 
offensives in recent months against the positions of the Morcccan occupiers. 


Can you make a provisional assessment of these actions 
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with the region. The Spanish policy is the prisoner of 
ind thi rime committed against our people. ‘The present government of Felipe 
Gonzalez has betrayed all the promises made to the POLISARIO Front and has 
yielded to the blackmail by Hassan Ul.” {[t is clear to the Spanish authori- 
ties that the Saharan people are not allowing themselves to be intected with 
the virus, and sedatives are being administered. 

JORNAL DE ANGOLA: Do you think that Spain could (or should) feel 
to do something in order to put an end to the impasse? 


‘alled upon 


\hmedu Suelem: If Spain is called upon to play a role in the problem of the 
Saharan people, that role should be a total reconsideration of its position. 
In other words, it should revoke the now outdated and invalid Madrid agree- 
ment and recognize the SDAR. This would be an honorable and positive posi- 
tion tor Spain. And it should deal with all of the states in the region on a 
footing ot equality. Any other position on the part of Spain would mean con- 


tinuirg to play the game of Morocco. 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: We would Like you to say something about your contacts 
with the capitalist countries in Western Europe, some of which are major sip- 


pliers f weapons to Rabat. 


\hmedu Suelem: We have excellent relations with many parties in the Western 
countries which support our struggle and are pursuing activities to inform 
the public in a way favorable to the Saharan people. 


Despite the fact that some of these parties are in power today, we do not as 
t maintain relations on the state level. While we are not surprised that 
these intries supply weapons to Morocco, it is clear that the basic problem 


ror r iS not weapons. 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: What does the failure to deal with the Saharan problem at 





the 10th Franco-African Summit Meeting mean, inherently? 
\I du Suelenr It has no special significance, since the Franco-African con- 


ference does not have the authority to deal with our problems, much less to 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: nm the other hand, a certain hesitation on the part of 
ome socialist yuntries can be seen, particularly in Eastern Europe, with 


ird » the Saharan issue. What can you tell us about this situation? 


\hmedu Suelem: In reality, the position of the Eastern European countries 

is a little surprising. We note that the lack of a clear position on the 

part f these ountries with regard to the liberation struggle of the Saharan 
ypli reat 2 certain puzzlement in the progressive countries, above al] 


following | years of armed struggle. 


We believe that solidarity is not something for which one begs, and that it 
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ISRAEL 


MILLIONS OF DOLLARS TRANSFERRED TO FOREIGN BANKS 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 11 Oct 83 pp 1, 15 


[Text] Commercial companies and private business owners transferred tens 
of millions of dollars in cash over the last few days to banks in 
Switzerland and Monaco. These facts emerged when MA'ARIV conducted an 
examination of security and protection services in Tel Aviv. 


The funds were transferred in cash in suitcases, by bonded agents hired 
precisely for that purpose. 


The tirms and business owners, who over the last few weeks have moved 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in cash abroad, move the cash around 

from place to place within Israel on an almost daily basis to prevent 

theft. ‘'People with a lot of cash in dollars behave like criminals on 

the run. Every day they look for another place to hide their money. 

When I ~aw with my own eyes the amounts of money that had to be transferred, 
I was shocked. I wouldn't have believed that groups and private individuals 
could accumulate such cash fortunes," the general manager of one of 

Israel's largest security and protection services told a MA'ARIV 
correspondent. The protection services have been asked to step up their 
presence near the homes of businessmen and wealthy investors and to guard 
safes containing hundreds of thousands of dollars. 


Beni Tal, general manager of the firm Beni Tal International Security, 

Ltd., told MA'ARIV: '"'My security officers have been putting in a lot of 
overtime lately. Firms and private business owners have asked for private 
body guards when they transfer funds. They're afraid of being mugged. 
Sometimes I am asked to provide ten security guards to transfer one suitcase 
filled with dollars. We have also been asked to guard safes in private 
homes.” 


David Korah, marketing director for the firm Nationa! Trust, said: "Dozens 
of private citizens have called us, asking to remain anonymous, for our 
services. Recently, we installed dozens of sophisticated electronic 
security systems in private homes and factories. They are hooked up to the 
central alarm out of fear that they would fall prey to some act of breaking 
and entering." 
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ISRAEL 


CLASSIFIED IDF, IMI DOCUMENTS DUMPED IN GROVE 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 11 Oct 83 p 15 


[Text] Classified documents belonging to the IDF and Israel Military 
Industries have been lying around for a few months now near a grove in 
central Israel, in breach of the law stating that such documents must be 
burned or destroyed. A local Rishon Letzion resident reported the phenomenon 
to security officers at the base in Be'er Sheva, Tel Hashomer and the 

General Staff--to no avail. 


In June of this year, Ya'ir Mish of Rishon Letzion was wandering through 

a eucalyptus grove in central Israel and found documents stamped classified. 
Mish turned the documents over to his neighbor, an air force officer. The 
officer turned the documents over to a security officer at Tel Hashomer. 

But that was not the end of it. One month later, Mish returned to the 

same location and found new piles of classified material. Again he turned 

to his friend and neighbor, the air force officer, handing the material 
over to him. The officer, who is studying at Be'er Sheva University, 

turned this time to a security officer at the base in Be'er Sheva, giving 
him the documents. 


One month ago, Mish returned again to the same grove. Not far from the 
eucalyptus grove, he again found a pile of material, some of which was 
marked classified. 





This time Mish decided to go directly to the general staff. Armed with 
documents from the grove, he planted himself at the gate of the base and 
asked to be allowed in to see someone in charge. He stood there for an 
hour or more, but was not allowed to go in. By chance, a second lieutenant 
was passing by and he took Mish inside, at which time Mish handed over the 
documents and explained the course of events. 





At the beginning of this week, Mish visited the grove one more time. Again 
he found classified documents. This time he decided to turn to MA‘ARIV, 
in the hope that this would help eliminate the problem. 


In fact, an IDF spokesman has been assigned to investigate the situation 
and steps are being taken to ensure that it will not happen again. 
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ISRAEL 





NEW TAX ON PARENTS OF SCHOOLCHILDREN DESCRIBED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 1 Nov 83 p 9 


[Text] As is fitting and proper for the approaching year of 1984, the 
meaning of common daily terms is changing and even peing turned upside 
down. For example: "Until recently the accepted meaning of the term 
"cut," according to the Even-Shoshan dictionary, was "decrease" or 
"lessening"; and correspondingly a "budget cut" meant a "lessening of 
government expenses." Not any more: At the end of 1983 "cut" took on the 
meaning of "increase" and "addition"; and "budget cut" came to mean 
“finding new sources of financing that would permit an increase in income 
to finance the inflated expenditures. 


This is an inescapable conclusion of the fact that within the framework 

of the budget cut for the Ministry of Education and Culture, the ministries 
of Treasury and Education have agreed to increase state income by levying 

a tax on parents who send their children to school as required by law. 


While the ministries have had difficulty agreeing on cuts according to 
the old meaning of the term, they have gotten together rather easily on 
this cut. The debate as this is being written centers on its size: 
while the education ministry wants to charge 400 to 500 shekels a month 
to the free income of every family represented in the educational 
system, the treasury ministry would make do with a 1000 shekel ceiling 
(with adjustment of that sum according to the family's economic means). 
We imagine that in the end a compromise will be reached which will add 
2-3 billion shekels to the state coffers annually. 


It has already been said in this column that the solution to the budget 
problem is not to be found in increasing the public's tax burden. The 
reason for that is not that this burden is already unreasonable (even 
though that is also true; Israel ranks in one of the highest places in 
the world in terms of tax burden as a percentage of gross national 
product); the reason is that the very growth of the public sector and | 
the scope of its activity within the overail economic activity are among 
the factors which are hurting the cowitry's econolic situation, both 
with regard to the acceleration of inflation and the balance of payments 
and the freeze in economic growth. The levying of new taxes will not 
correct the problem but will only aggravate it. 








The new treasury minister apparently does not accept this line of reasoning. 
The imposition on parents of schoolchildren is final and irrevocable--it 
is desirable to establish guidelines on the amount and to emphasize that 
this is not a "fee."" A fee is a pyament in exchange for a government 
service, the necessity or nonnecessity of which can be decided by the 
recipient (for example: the TV and radio fee). As long as there is 
obligatory education in Israel--the imposition on parents of children who 
go to school by law is not a "fee" but a tax. Since we are talking about 
a tax, we should consider whether a tax on parents is the most justified 
tax for the goal of raising another 2-3 billion shekels. If there is no 
way out of a tax, it might be preferable to have a tax on trips abroad, 
on nightclubs or on luxury apartments. 


Nevertheless, if the ministries of Education and Treasury are desirous 
of having a "fee," then it would be better to impose it, at reasonable 
levels, on families of pupils in the three highest post-elementary grades. 
Since study in these grades is not obligatory under law, it makes sense to 
use the term "fee" here, or a "study charge."" The fee could also be 
imposed according to the ability of the parents to pay--a "graduated study 
charge." There is one uncorrectable problem with this proposal: If 
it were accepted the question would immediately be asked why the government 
some years back (and against the opinion of a professional commission) 
did away with the system of graduated study charges in the post-elementary 
schools--a system that worked fairly well. 


This is a question to which there is no answer, and it is therefore 
reasonable to suppose that the cancellation of the study charge which 
Mr Zevulun Hammer bestowed upon us will not be revoked and in its place 
the government will, despite everything, impose a tax on parents. 
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ISRAEL 


WAR WIDOWS GROUP SEEKS GOVERNMENT AID 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 1 Nov 83 pp l, 15 


[Article by Emanu'el Rosen: "We Car't Provide for our Children, IDF 
Widows Complain" ] 


[Text] The women in question are those whose husbands fell while on 
reserve status and the wives are therefore not entitled to a monthly 
salary like the wives of regular IDF soldiers. 


A pressure group of hundreds of widows of IDF soldiers and men who fell 

to terrorist acts has initiated a struggle for "our right to live in 
decency." The women complain that they cannot survive and provide for 
their children on Ministry of Defense benefits and that the rehabilitation 
center in the Ministry of Defense and the Yad Labanim [organization for 
survivors of war victims] do not represent them. 


The activism was born in the wake of great ferment among the widows 

which increased after the Peace for Galilee war. The question here is 

of hundreds of women whose husbands fell while serving in the reserves. 
These women enjoy benefits only, while regular army widows also receive 

a monthly salary and their overail payment is double. "How can you get 
up and say that in a situation like this all widows are equal?" they ask. 


The initiator of the organization,the mother of a 10 year old boy whose 
father was killed in the Yom Kipur war says: "The State of Israel is 
committing a terrible crime against those who survive the men who gave 
everything they had." 


At the head of the organization, among others, are a well-known stage 
actress whose husband died in the War of Independence and a woman whose 
husband died at the hands of terrorists in a hostile act. They are 
enlisting the aid of thousands of reservists, lawyers, members of the 
Knesset and public officials, who show great readiness to help. 


"All that we ask is a decent living. Money is recompense for pain. It 

is sustenance," one of the women argues. The women ask that a commission 
be established which would decide what is a decent living and would 
include economists, public officials and representatives of the IDF widows. 
"For 10 years now we have been hearing from the defense ministry that we 
are young and pretty and will still get married, but the fact is that only 
16 percent of the IDF widows with children remarry." 


97 











One of the organizers tells that she and her friends were roused to 
activism after the Peace for Galilee war. "We had already learned to 
maintain ourselves and to live, despite everything. But suddenly we saw 
these new widows, how every month their overdraft at the bank grew, and 
we understood that something is rotten in this system. We saw widows and 
orphans in a desperate frightening situation. I saw a friend of mine, 

a mother of two children, whose husband was killed in Lebanon, unable to 
get through the month and I couldn't stand it." 


The widows cite a number of examples as proof of their claim that their 
salary has been constantly eroded: In October 1978 a widow with one child 
rec ived 809 shekels a month while the average salary was 699 shekels 

and the average salary of a civil servant was 605 shekels. Five years 
later, in January 1982, such a widow received 8,863 shekels a month while 
the average salary for a wage earner was 15,010 shekels and for a civil 
servant, 13,214 shekels. "According to my calculations," one of them says, 
"a worker who in 1978 received about 500 shekels today receives 69,000 
shekels. We who then received about 800 shekels, today receive about 
31,000 shekels. 


Among other things the widows complain about the fact that the salary 
paid them drops by 40 percent when their children reach age 21, and today 
stands at about 20,000 shekels a month. "How can we assist our children 
with this salary, or, for example, how can we occasionally buy a gift 

for a grandchild," they ask. 
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ISRAEL 


CHIEF OF NORTHERN COMMAND DRORI DEPICTED 
Tel Aviv KOTERET RASHIT in Hebrew No 49, 9 Nov 83 p 17 
[Article by Amir ‘Oren: "The Bunker Is on its Way Out"] 


[Text] When Napoleon examined his generals, he asked above all that they 
have luck. Amir Drori is now finishing his disaster-ridden term as 
general of the northern command. An introverted, hard, impenetrable man, 
he would not have passed Napoleon's test. 


Amir Drori wanted to stay in the northern command. When Defense Minister 
Moshe Arens wanted to appoint General Dan Shomron in his stead and even set 
an explicit date (1 September), Drori objected. The Chief of Staff, Lt 

Gen Moshe Levi, supported Drori's stand. Levi preferred to wait until 
Shomron was given anoth2t assignment and then appoint one of Drori's close 
associates in his place. Drori won this struggle: He remained at his 
post, won the withdrawal from the Shuf and th deployment south of the Awail. 
He was also senior commander of IDF forces at the time of the strike in 
Tyre--a lethal strike which stemmed from a command failure and not just 
frou a lapse in intelligence. This was not the first failure to which 
Drori‘s name was connected. 


Drori, 46, prepared himself for army life as early as the first cycle of 
the military boarding school in Haifa. There, in conjunction with the 
math and science school, he was an outstanding cadet and a mediocre 
student. As junior commander, he advanced in the Golani, served as 
operations officer to Gen Ari'el Sharon's Southern Command and reached 
the Yom Kippur war as commander of the brigade from which he evolved. 
The Golani losses in the two assualts for the reconquest of the Hermon 
can be attributed in large measure to the frontal break-throughs which 
Drori insisted upon. In the second battle he was seriously wounded. 

The event~ of the war did not delay his advancement. On the contrary, as 
a regular member of the “northern group,” he was appointed Janush Ben- 
Gal's deputy in the armored task force. He was later given command of 
the task force. 


Drori attained the rank of general when he was appointed head of the 


general staff's training department. IDF war studies and training 
during Drori's tenure prepared the army for a war in which the fighting 
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would be mobile and armored. The war in Lebanon required other prepara- 
tions. As it progressed serious defects were revealed in IDF training for 
battle in built-up areas, in inter-corps cooperation, in night fighting, 
etc. The heads of the training department will not reap any glory from 
this war. 


Together with Ben-Gal and Levi, Drori opposed Defense Minister ‘Ezer 
Weizmann's plan to prepare a field forces’ headquarters. When he threatened 
to resign his post in the training department, Weizmann threatened to 

accept his resignation. Drori backtracked; at that very time he became 
next in line for the northern command. 


When he was appointed general of the command in the fall of 1981, he got, 

as commander, the opportunity of his life. The combination of Menahem Begin 
at the head of the government, Sharon in the office of defense minister 

and Rafa‘el Etan as chief of staff assured Drori of a reasonable prospect 
of commanding the war on the Leganese front and possibly aiso on the 

Syrian front. But this personal combination also prevented Drori from 
having active command of the front. Sharon took charge of operations; 
Drori, two ranks below him, in effect, went back to being his operations 
officer. It could be said therefore that his part in the failures of the 
war was less than that of Sharon and Etan. 

After that the kidnapping of the eight Nahal members from their post in 

the Bahamdun area (captives of Fatah and Ahmad Jabril) and the murder of 
the six in the ambush of the bus in 'Alayh--were the first conspicuous 
failures in the enforcement of discipline and security. Drori emerged 
unscathed from the slaughter in Sabra and Shatilla: the Kahan commission 
came down harder on Drori's command, task force commander ‘Amos Yaron 

and his commander, Chief of Staff Etan. As for Drori, the commission made 
do with some uncomplimentary remarks ("insufficient vigilance...isolation... 
violation of duty...one could expect a commander at this level and rank 

to take more initiative... sit back and do nothing.") 


Stubborn Gloom 


At the height of the investigation, the blow at Tyre A landed on Drori, 
the crisis of tne government building. Few of his officers succeeded in 
penetrating the bunker of feelings in which he entrenched himself, armed 
with silence, confusing thos who came into conta t with him with words 
such as "to stay with the troops until the last moment" or "nobody will 
be able to tell me anything that I do not already know about Lebanon." 


His positions were not always accepted but more than once he was actively 
able to dictate policy to superior ranks. The chain of command in 

Lebanon has not yet been perfected along the lines of the West Bank and 
Gaza--political control by the defense minister via an activities 
coordinator in the territories and regional commanders (or civilian 
administration heads), alongside the military responsibility of the command 
general to the chief of staff. There is, in fact, a coordinator in 
Lebanon, too, but Uri Lubrani cannot implement Arens' policy (for example, 
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contact with the Shiites in the south and through them perhaps also with 
those in the north), without the assistance of those already in the 
territory. 


Arens did not derive any satisfaction from Drori's independence. Unlike his 
predecessor Ben Gal, Drori has made sure to assert this independence 

fully, especially in the scope of his command. But in recent months, 

Drori has been thought of more and more as an additional element that 

the Defense Ministry must contend with and maneuver around alongside the 
assorted personalities and groups in Lebanon. As far as is known, Drori 

has acted loyally toward Chief of Staff Levi, but within the IDF it is 
expected that the new command general, identified with Levi, and owing 

his advancement to him, will more enthusiastically reflect the line of the 
chief of staff, whatever it may be. 


Amir Drori will not be in Israel when the policy change occurs, if it 
occurs. He is set to take a study vacation in tke U.S. and to wait for 
his appointment as the next deputy chief of staff, a position he did not 
want when Levi was appointed chief of staff and the position became 
vacant. At that time Levi saw him as a convenient deputy, but Arens 

felt that the Levi-Drori team would likely be too conservative, especially 
on the question of the structure of the land forces. In another year 
Drori may be in an inferior position to a possible Arens' candidate 

(Gen Dan Shomron and another one of Levi's (Gen Uri Ur). 


It seems for now that Drori's career will end outside the chief of staff's 
office. The precedents teach us that this will not be the result of the 
failures to which he was a party but of the position which he held until 
this week. Following every Israeli war, the commander of the IDF's main 
front did not advance into the office of the chief of staff--not Yig'al 
Alon in 1948, not ‘Asaf Simhoni (who was killed at the end of the Sinai 
campaign), not Yishayahu Favish in the Six Day War not Shmu'el Gonen 

in the Yom Kipur War. He can take comfort in the fact that he was not 

the most serious casualty of the war in Lebanon. 
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ISRAEL 


_ SECRET RAISE GRANTED TO HEALTH MINISTRY WORKERS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 11 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] The treasury secretly raised salaries throughout the Ministry of 
Health by 10-29 percent more than the class agreement allowed for, a 
situation similar to the raises awarded to staff and administrators in 
government hospitals. The content of the agreement was leaked to members 
of various national committees and government offices and has resulted 

in labor unrest and new demands for increases. One that stands out from 
among the rest is the demand made by workers at the Ministry of Labor and 
Welfare, this after lengthy negotiations and threats of a prolonged strike. 
Ministry of Justice workers also plan to re-open wage negotiations for 
similar increases. 


A HA'ARETZ correspondent was told that the raise was signed by Israel 
Kaisar, chairman of the professional union branch of the Histadrut working 
committee. Aharon Handelman, who heads the Histadrut committee on workers 
relations in the Ministry of Labor and Welfare, reacted yesterday to the 
agreement: “I recommend approving the increase first for workers in the 
Ministry of Labor and Welfare, but I will also propose equal increases 

for all government workers to the Histadrut committee." 


The raise amounts to a 29 percent increase for entry level positions and 
decreases as the level goes up, amounting to only 10 percent for senior 
positions. The increases are not part of the salary base and therefore 
are not calculated for purposes of compensation, retirement funds or as a 
b-sis for overtime payment. 


As it turns out, the increases were demanded by clinic workers from the 


Ministry of Health due to those received by hospital workers, nd workers 
from other ministries simply followed suit. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


ELAT-CAIRO BUS LINE--A direct bus line from Elat to Cairo via Sharem will 
be opened early next month. The line will be operated jointly by the 
Egyptian firm of Naftun and the Elat firm Juni Tours--Desert Excursions. 
The general manager of Juni Tours, Juni Len, said that the agreement 
between both firms was signed in Elat on 6 October (the anniversary of 
the outbreak of the Yom Kipur War). Travelers and tourists will be 
offered four choices: a one-way ticket tu Cairo; a round-trip ticket; 

a round-trip ticket with meals; or a round-trip tour package of 5 to 8 
days. The price of the trip from Elat to Cairo and back will be $50, 

$10 more than the fare from Tel Aviv to Cairo. The line will also provide 
a run to (Nueba) at a cost of $10, to Dahab for $13 and to Sharm for 

$15. A one-wey ticket from Elat to Cairo will Cost $30. From Elat to the 
Egyptian border at Taba, passengers will ride in an Israeli bus; and from 
Taba to Cairo, they will ride on luxurious, air-conditioned Egyptian tour 
buses. The trip from Elat to Cairo will take about 9 hours, including 
the border crossing in Taba and a lunch break in Sharem. June Len said 
that in the beginning, the line will run twice a week, on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, but the frequency will increase according to demand. Both 

firms believe that the line will attract Israelis, tourists vacationing 
in Elat, and others. [Text] [Tel Avid HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 11 Oct 83 p 8] 
9811 


HULA VALLEY NATURAL GAS--"'Large quantities of natural gas are to be found 
in the Nutara and Gonen areas of the Hula Valley. The extraction problem 
is simply a technical one," said American investor Samuel Eizenstat, 

whose company holds most of the drilling rights in the area. Eizenstat, 
who appeared before the leaders of a symposium on oil exploration in 
Israel, said that the drilling contractor, an American firm, can complete 
a new drill site every week. Thus far, three have been completed and 
tests will be performed in he near future. In this area, 10 more gas 
drilling sites are planned to develop fully the natural gas potential in 
Hula. The speaker attacked the partial, sometimes misleading, information 
given to the media on the subject of oil exploration, saying that the 
reports had been overly optimistic and were damaging Israel's credibility 
on the international market. He added that the professional level of 
geonhysical study has improved, but that there is still more room for 
improvement. He also complained about the high cost of drilling in Israel, 


as compared with the United States. "The idea that simply waving the 
Israeli flag in front of potentially large American investors will bring 
in a fortune for oil exploration projects in Israel is misguided", he 
said in conclusion. [Text] Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 10 Oct 83 p 10] 
9811 
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KUWAIT 


NEW STOCK MAXK#sT RwGULATORY LAWS CRITICIZD 
Kuwait AL=QAKAS in Arabic 22 Oct 83 p 15 


/Article by Muhammad al-Shiti: "An Anticipated Decline in the Popularity of 
the Stock Market in the Light of the New Laws: The 'Option' System for Long- 
Term Dealings As Opposed to the Past, which was Responsible for Providing 
Avenues for Adventurers and Speculators'"/ 


[Text] A senior official has informed AL-QABAS that the securitics market might 
be confronted with a critical unprecedented situation in coming months. 


The official saic that this situation will arise when the Securities Market 
Committee formed by the Council of Ministers under the chairmanship of the 
minister of commerce finishes studying and amending the covering of laws and 
for regulating dealings in these securities in the state of Kuwait this week. 


Government intervention in the securities market, through these laws and regu- 
latory rules will mean that the age of "improvisation" and “"persuasion' and the 
abscnce of investment awareness of the nature of stocks as an instrument for in- 
vestment, not speculation, will irrevocably end, causing the securities markets 
to lose the ‘allure" which they possessed, which was embodied in the chaos that 
prevailed. 


The change in a specific style of transaction, the constant rise in prices 

which continued to prevail for a long time in official form, will mean that 
traders' tastes will not find the flavor of these laws to their liking and 
consequently they will turn elsewhere, where they will find freedom. For this 
reason, the official supported the notion that the stock exchange will experience 
a decline in the number of people patronizing it or wanting to invest in stocks 
on which all relevant material is openly declared and put at the disposal of 
dealers in a manner which leaves no room for speculation. 


A Temporary Prohibition 


The oificial said, ‘The current prohibition on long-term sales is temporary and 
will not continue inaefinitely. Rather, long-term dealings will be regulated 

in accordance with methods used throughout the world, the system of ‘options, ' 
such as those followed in the London Stock iixchange and elsewhere. What happened 
here was that long-term purchasers of stocks would present the seller a check, 
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for a term, for the amount of the transaction, and the ownershiv of these stocks, 
as a result of the submission of the check, would be turned over to the purchaser, 
who would dispose of them os he liked, providing an easy opportunity for speculators 
and adventurers to Lind 2 mesns for svcculation. We all know that some dealers 
would buy stocks at tac price of 1.25 dinar: for a year, and, ncrore receiving the 
transfer ot ownershin of those shares, would ccll them on the market for cash for 
a guorter of u diner or 300 ils, in order to be able to finances: themselves "at 
once,” in «a temporacy Cashion, thus crestiny scope for the reckless disposition 

of people's money. fonsequently these speculators were driven to continuc this 
type of purchase activity could be covered only by turther vurchases, further 
deferments end further intercst. Thus everyone: became implicated. I1t is true 
that everyons: 16 responsidle Vor his own involvement, but the fact that the means 
for involvement were oroviued in an casy, facile manner, through term payments 

and the immediate delivery of 'the poods,' was what constituted u basis from which 


i 


these adventurers could tuke olf. 
conviction 


"Therefore the new regulatory Laws will prohibit the transfcr of ownership of 
purchased stocks until after their term has clansed; that is, the term buyer 

Will have for example a soecific belicf that the price of a given stock will rise 
in 3 months, for instance, as a result of specific facts or personal expectations 
or in accordance with prior knowledge of a strong livelihood of a rise in the price 
of that stock by thnut dute, on the basis of a large project the company in which 

he has stock is carrying out, the exvectation of a high level of profits which the 
share will obtain from annual figures, and so Llorth. 


"Therefore, the ourchaser will complete the process of buying a specific quantity 
of these shares ond will pay « small percentage of the price of these stocks as 

a ‘down payment;' while the ownership of this stock remains with the selling 
entity. If the oeriod eclanses, the vurchisor will be able to finish paying the 
price olf the trensaction and will obtain the stocks. In addition, he will con- 
tinue to have the ontion of obtaining these chures ab any moment ne wishes during 
the neriod of the purchase, and the seller will be compelled to offer the buyer 
these stocks at any moment he requests them, even if these stocks realize a fane 
tastic increas: or resp high profits; these stocks will continue to be available 
to the buyer during the period of time in which he bought the shares. In the 
event the period ends, and the purchaser chunges his mind ebout these stocks or is 
unable to psy the remaininy orice for them that purchaser will lose his right to 
ask for these ctock: iter the period onus and will lose the deposit he had oro- 
viously paid when makings the berm contraclk. 

The otficinl continuca, “this method will prevent sveculation, will bring about 

4 Legitimate nabbern of torm buying and selling on sound bases which are not 
marred by risks, and will deprive rceekless persons of an instrument for reckless’ 
ochavior.” 


The offielal raised another point, which was the absence of awareness among 
investors, resulting trom an absence of information. In order to remedy this 
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KUWAIT 


CONSTRUCTION GicTOK “XP acD NGS ateviVaAL 
Kuwait SLeSTYAGAH in Arabic 26 Oct 533 pY 


Article by Hikmat Jarur: ‘After the Kevercussions of the Al-Manakh Crisis 
on Various Sectors, including the Construction Sector, The Latter lias ‘merged 
from the Kecvssion" 


[fext/ The construction sector regained its vitality recently in the context 
of the local murket, in the relative sense. All evidence indicates thet con- 
struction activity has recently reached an average level which has resulted 
in the intensification of demand for building materials, which suffered from 
nearly total recession Lor more than a year. 


Market sources claim tht building activity, which has assumed an encouraging 
form, has stimulated the market and enabled merchants to dispose of the large 
quantities that had been in the companics' warehcuses, so that some companics 
have been given an opportunity to pay their debts to banks and exporters abroad. 


fhe point which draws one's attention is the sharp drop in prices; some commodi-~- 
ties, for instance wood and iron, have suffered a drov of more than 30 percent, 
and it has been observed, through mrchants' invoices, that sales in the last 4 
months were done by invoice in most cases, that is with capital, as a result of 
the suspension of murket activity in the wake of the securities market crisis 
which to some extent stopped buliding activity. 


Mr Masa'id ale'Ali, the manager of a construction company, asserted thet the 
activity in the market is now better than before and that the companies are 

now in good condition. He added that construction activity and the investment 
structure are starting to revive, with the appraisal process and stock market 
traders' tendency to deai in real estate once again, after the al-Manakh market 
CT1LS1LS. 


Masa'id al-'Ali pointed out that the drop in the price ot Jand and construction 
materials has encouraged citizens to turn toward investment building, which 
covers large arcus in sections such as al-Jabiriyah, al-Farwaniyah and al-'Ab- 
basiyah. He asserted that the orientation toward investment construction would 
lead to activity in the construction sector, but not as much as in the previous 
period, since the Kuwaiti mcrket depends on forcign trade and neighboring markets 
such as Irsag and Saudi Arabia. The suspension of imports in these markets has 
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produced an obvious effect on the Kuwaiti companies, which are too big for the 
capacity of the local market. He added that the tremendous amount of compan- 
ies thut exist now would in the long run be compelled to shut down, and only 
companies connected to projects or contracts or comnanies that were active in 
the construction sector would be able to continue to operate. He added that 
there were more than 400 construction companies in Kuwait, and about 25 percent 
of them had frozen their activites because of conditions in the market. 





some companics arc now trying to diversify and increase the number of :ctivitio.s 
in other arens so that they can guarantee that their work continues. iowever, 
companies which decal in insulation materials, which are relatively limited, 

are still functioning normally. 


These companies have been exporting insulation materials to Gaudi Arabixs in 
large volumes, softer the issuance of the recent decree in Saudi Arabia which 
stinulst:s that the owners of buildings and residences will be compelled to 
use insulating materials in construction. A number of construction companies 
arc procecding to carry out a number of specialized projects to manufacture 
insulating materials and norcelain, for which a number of productive plants 
with Large capacities have been established. 


Another merchant, Ibrahim al<Hamad, stated that the securities market crisis und 
the Irsai-[raninn war have crushed the construction market and that the real 
blow come in the financial market because construction activity has been sus- 
pended sinc: August of last year. However, the most recent law for dealing 

With the stock market crisis has given citizens hope, and orders for construc- 
tion matcrials have indeed started, in the wake of the issuance of the draft 
law. lic considered that activity in the market is now better than in the past 
and that the recent appraisal activities would give the market a new impetus. He 
added that the government projects would witness activity next year, in addition 
to the improvement and increase in investment construction and the demolition 
activitic:s which construction work has to contend with. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


SECRET MEETINGS REPORTEDLY HELD TO DISCUSS TERRORIST CFERATIONS 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 194, 29 Oct-4 Nov 83 pp 15-16 


/Article by Salih Qallab: "AL-MAJALLAH Reveals Important Information 
About a Plan to Undertake an Overall Coup Inside the PLO: Secret 
Palestinian Meetings in a European Capital City Discussed the Matter 
of Going Back to ‘Terrorist Operations'"/ 


/Text/ The leaders of the organization Fatah gave their last deadline 
for Arab mediation efforts to put an end to the disputes between the 
Palestinians and the Syrians and the crisis spreading throughout the 
ranks of the organization. They said that, at the end of this month, 
they would announce that they have been unable to reach a solution 

and would reveal information which so far they have refused to reveal 
concerning the circumstances which have colored the relations of Fatah 
with Syria and which contributed toward the emergency of a schism 
within the ranks of Fatah last June. 


The announcement of this deadline was made at a time when Damascus was 
predicting the imminent emergency of a new PLO which would be composed 
of Palestinian groups and individuals loyal to Syria. In the meantime, 
AL-MAJALLAH has obtained significant information to the effect that 
secret initiatives have, for some time, been undertaken outside the 
arena of the struggle which has been going on between Yasir ‘Arafat and 
his opporents--initiatives which have the objective of overcoming the 
current crisis by means of creating a third alternative which would 

be characterized by distinctive traits, the most important of which 
would be an emphasis on the military aspect. 


Sauci Arabia is undertaking the mediation which the leaders of Fatah 
set their hopes on during the meeting of the Central Committee which 
was held in Kuwait and which was not attended by ‘Arafat or his deputy, 
Khalil al-Wazir (Abu Jihad), because they were under siege in Tripoli 
(Lebanon). The latest phase of this mediation was a letter sent by 
King Fahd to President al-Asad via the Saudi minister of information, 
"ali al-Sha'ir. Two days after the letter was sent, Khalid al-Hasen, 

a member of the Central Committee of Fatah, arrived in Damascus after 
visiting Saudi Arabia. In Damascus al-Hasan held a 6-hour meeting with 
President al-Asad. AL-MAJALLAH has learned that the Palestinian leader 
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told the Syrians that the Palestinians were definitely ready to go along 
with what Syria wanted from the PLO and were ready to discuss various 
aspects of cooperation and ccordination between the PLO and Syria. 
Authoritative Palestinian sources have told AL-MAJALLAH that the 
Palestinian position conveyed to the Syrians by al-Hasan was based on 
statements made by ‘Arafat during some of his private meetings. The 
position was basically that the PLO was prepared to march ten steps 
behind Syria and to allow Syria to lead the march, "but on the condition 
that we are nct put in Syria's hip pocket."' After this meeting, Mr Hani 
al-Hasan announced that a meeting would probably soon take place 

between al-Asad and ‘Arafat. 





The Syrian military attack against the Palestinian forces loyal to the 
leaders of Fatah in North Lebaror., which ‘Arafat has been warning 

about for about a month now, has not taken place. Probably the Syrians 
have shelved this operation anc the reason for this might be partly due 
to various pressures which have been put on Damascus. But, instead of 

a military offensive, Syria has launcked a violent verbal offensive 
against the head of the PLO via the Syrian minister of defense, 

Mustafa Talas. Through him, Syria has accused ‘Arafat of "treachery" 
and has threatened to "burn his fingers" because he is "playing with 
fire.'' When mentioning the business of playing with fire, Talas had 

in mind the bloody skirmishes which took place 2 weeks ago in Tripoli 
which resulted in dozens of killed and hundreds of wounded. The faction 
being attacked in these skirmishes was the Islamic Unity Movement, which 
is loyal to ‘Arafat. The attack was aimed at the va-ious parties of the 
Lebanese National Movement which were previously allies of ‘Arafat. 
Talas said that ‘Arafat was respcrsible for these bloody events, and 

his lead was followed by Palestinian leaders who, up till that point, 
were not known to be openly hostile to ‘Arafat's leadership. 


Scme Palestinian leacers believe that the Syrian military offensive 

which did nct take place was delayed in order to provide an opportunity 
for the "peaceful" elimination of ‘Arafat's leadersnip of the PLO by 
creating a schism inside the PLO which would cause some previously 
neutral factions to abandon 'Arafat--as a prelude to the establishmert 

of a PLO which would be a total alternative to ‘Arafat's PLC end would 

be led by Nimr Salih (Abu Salih), a member of the Central Committee 

of Fatah who, together with Abu Musa, is the leader of the schism in 

the PLO. These leaders talk abovt pressure being put on the PFLP 
/Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine/ ana the DFLP /Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine/ to adopt a position which is 
clearly in opposition to ‘Arafat's leadership. However, it appears 

that this pressure has not achieved the desired results. The PFLP and 
DFLP issued a joint platform at the conclusion of deliberations which 
they held 2 weeks ago. This platform broedly criticized the leadership 
of the PLO for going along with U.S. plans to bring about a settlement 

in the Middle East and for exaggerating its difference with the "national 
regimes" (which, in this case, was a reference to Syria). In the opinion 
of these who issued this statement, these two phenomena led to "financial 


110 




















and administrative negligence.''’ The statement also demanded that the 
leaders be called to account for the mistakes which occurred when 
resisting the Israeli invasion of Lebanon last year. Those issuing 

the stateme:.c left no rcom for doubt that they were criticizing the 
leadership of ‘Arafat. Nevertheless they also emphasized their support 
for the legitimate Palestinian organizations and the fact that this was 
more important than the issue of personalities. Although press 
conferences are not an appropriate occasion for proposing programs of 
reform, this step was not regarded in a negative light by the leaders 

of Fatah. In fact, the opposite was true. The leaders of Fatah hastened 
to announce the fact that they fully accepted the platform /proposed Ly 
the PFLP and DFLP/. The approach which did not work with the PFLP and 
the DFLP did work completely with the Sa'iqabh organization which is loyal 
to Syria. In Damascus this organization stated, in an announcement 
distributed by SANA /the Syrian Arab News Agency/, the fact that it 
rejected the authority of ‘Arafat and demanded "that the Palestinian 
soldiers declare their loyalty to the opposition movement inside Fatah." 


Khalid al-Fahum, chairmen of the Palestine National Council, has also 
taken a step in the same direction. Al-Fahum accused ‘Arafat of being 
behind the events in Tripoli. ke told some foreign journalists that 
about 70 percent of the people in the Palestinian military forces are 
against ‘Arafat. Al-Fahum demanded that the head of the PLO make 
concessions to Syria and ccoperate with that nation. 


The same sort of step took place in the military realm when Brig Gen 
Muhammad Tariq al-Khadra, the chief of staff of the Hittin Forces in 
the Palestine Liberation Army, announced his rebellion against the 
leadership of ‘Arafat ana said that he was joining the "revolutionary 
uprising." He said that he considered this to be the "legitimate 
leadership" whcse orders he was prepared to carry out. Al-Khadra said 
these things in a statement which he issued to the press in Damascus, 
and in this statement he also attacked ‘Arafat for "his deviation and 
assault against Syria" and for the fact that "he has been cutting off 
the Palestine Liberation Army from money and appropriations for the 
last 7 years." 


The leaders vr Fatah took action to deal with these developments by means 
of having the Central Committee hold a meeting in Kuwait. ‘Arafat and 
Abu Jihad were absent from this meeting, but they kept in constant 
contact with those at the meeting and gave their approval to the 
declaration which was issued at the conclusion of the meeting. The 
declaration dealt with the various developmerts of the schismatic 
movement and with the mediation efforts which were taking place to 

dezl with it. However, the declaration did not go into any new details 
because people are still awaiting the results of the Arab mediation 
efforts which will be allowed to continue till the end of this month. 

The declaration also attempted to forestall any efforts to exploit the 
political anc organizational situation. It emphasized that Fatah adheres 
to the decisions made by the Palestine National Council regarding the 
Reagan plan, relations with Egypt, and rejection of the Lebanese-Israeli 

















agreement. The Central Committee decided that the Fatah general 
congress should be held aext January, the members of the Preparatory 
Committee fcr this congress were chcsen, and this committee was called 
upon to begin its work immediately. 


The declaration of the Central Committee did not deal with what al-Fahum 
said. However, it did mention the mediation efforts of the Committee 

of 18--chaired by al-Fahum--which were undertaken to put an erd to the 
schism. The declaration criticized the statement made by this committee 
when its mediatior efforts failed. It accused the Palestinians, and not 
the Syrians, of net committing themselves to stopping the attacks in the 
media. As for the al-Khadra schism, it was dealt with in a different 
manner and was considered to be an actior undertaken by an individual. 
Outside the meeting, Palestinian leaders mertioned a declaration made 

by the staff officers of t!2 Palestine Liberation Army to the effect 
that they are still loyal to ‘Arafat's leadership anc still prepared 

to carry our his orders. 


It is also said that al-Khadra announced his disassociation from ‘Arafat's 
leadership in 1976 when the Syriaris began their intervention in Lebanon. 
Since that time the Hittin Forces have been stationed in Damascus, have 
been associated with the Syrian military, and have refused to receive 
orders and instructions from ‘Arafat. A Palestinian source has told 
AL-MAJALLAH that there is no truth tc al-Khadra's claim that his forces 
have been cut off from eppropriations. The source said that, in fact, 
the opposite was true anc that these forces have been receiving $5 
million every year. This source went on to say that there is a trenc 
inside the Palestine National Council toward isclating al-Khadra from 
the leadership of the Hittin Forces. But this source then added that 

no decision had been issued in this regard because the Palestine 
National Council does not wish to spoil relations with Syria. 


Secret Plan for an Cverall Coup 


In the meantime AL-MAJALLAH has laid its eyes or a plan which is secretly 
being carried out, which has the objective of creating more schisms 
within the Palestinian resistance movement, and which threatens to 
destroy all of the political gains achieved by the PLO throughout its 

18 years of military operations and political initiatives. 


During the last 3 weeks a series of meetings were held in a European 
capital city by Palestinian leaders of the secondary level. The meetings 
were attended by representatives from the following five Palestinian 
organizations: Fatah, the PFLP, the DFLP, the PLF /Palestine Liberation 
Front/, ana the Frent for the Popular Palestinian Struggle. Those at 
these meetings discussed the current situation of the Palestinians aiter 
the exit from Beirut and the crisis which has occurred with the ranks 

of the PLO. These Palestinian representatives affirmed tke necessity 

of "renewing the blood of the revolution and undertaking an overall coup 
within it." Althcugh thcse present at the meetings agreed tc continue 
the discussions and to determine the zero kour for a collective split 
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from each of the /PLO/ groups as well as from the PLO as a whole, it 

was agreed that it was necessary to cnce again work in secret and 
undertake a review of Palestinian policies on both the internal and 
external level from 1973 till the present. Many voices were heard at 
these meetings demanding the elimination of the prohibition of 
"revolutionary terrorism" and emphasizing the necessity of undertaking 
high-visibility operations both inside and outside the occupied larids 
"in crder to force the whole world tc respect the Palestinian resistance 
movement, because the world pays no attention to those who are weak!" 
Some of those at the meetings wert beyond merely demanding the elimination 
of the prohibition of "terrorist operations" and proceeded to demand the 
formation of a terrorist organization similar tc the Black September 
organization, demanded that this orgenization be called the "Revenge for 
Sabra and Shatila"” organization, and demanded that a series of special 
operations be carried cut against anyone corcerning whom it can be 
proved had any connection of any sort with the massacres which took 
place at the Sabra and Shatila camps. In crder to consolidate this 
point of view, one of those present at the meetings presented a 
statistical study which contained figures indicating the fact that the 
majority of Palestinian soldiers in all of the grcups anc organizations 
are in favor of resuming secret operations, are in favor of eliminating 
the prohibition of "terrorist operations," and feel that "the 
Palestinian people have come to expect some progress in this regard in 
view of the low point which has been reached by the Palestinian resistance 
movement." 


Revolutionary Violence 


When AL-MAJALLAH asked one of the top Palestinian leaders a question 

about this new aspect of the Palestinians' course of action after the stage 
of maturity which has been prevalent since the mid-seventies, he answered: 
"The most dangerous thing about the movement led by Abu Musa ard Abu 

Salih is the fact that it has thrown the dcors wide open to schisms 

inside the Palestinian arena and this mcvement has flagrantly taken the 
liberty to commit deeds which have been forbidden with the Palestinian 
revolutionary movement, including having Palestinian use weapons against 
other Palestinians and attacking the PLO and those who have come to 
symbolize the leadership of the Palestinian pecple." 


The fact is that the schism led by Abu Musa within the ranks of the Fatah 
movement has spread fear and apprehension among those belonging to the 
other groups. This has been particularly the case because the experience 
of the Palestinians has shown that the beginning of any new phase in the 
Palestinian arena is always accompanied by a series of splits and schisms 
which reflect the nature of the crisis being experienced at that given 
time by the Palestinian resistance movement. 


AL-MAJALLAH has learned that this situation and developments anticipated 


in the Palestinian arena have impelled some Palestinian groups to follow 
a new policy based on not concentrating their forces in one given area, 
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especially as far as the leadership is concerned. It is said that some 
of these groups have gone to Algeria in order to have Algeria be their 
headquarters, whereas some of the other groups have gone to Aden. 


Apparently these developments--both those which are openly known and 
those which are uot yet openly known--nave impelled the Palestinian 
leaders to start thinking about ccming up with ar answer to the 
following question: In which direction is the Palestinian resistance 
movement headed, and what will be the fate of the PLO? These leaders 
(the secretaries general of the various Palestinian groups and some 

of the members of the Executive Committee, in addition to Khalid al-Fahun, 
chairman of the Palestine National Council) recently held a meeting in 
Dainascus which was the first of its kind--with ‘Arafat not attending 

the meeting--in order to discuss the new situation which had been brougkt 
about by the schismatic movement in the Palestinian arena. 


Authoritative Palestinian sources informed AI-MAJALLAH that this meeting 
dealt with the schisms which have taken place in the Palestinian arena 
after the emergence of Abu Musa's mcvement. The meeting also dealt with 
some of the demands which have been made to get rid of ‘Arafat and bring 
about a radical change in the structure of the Palestinian leadership. 
These same sources also indicated that both the PFLP and the DFLP, at 
this meeting, took a strong position against ary change taking place in 
the structure of the PLO leadership outside the framework of the 
legitimate Palestinian organizations--with the Palestine National 
Council being at the top of the list. They said that these two 
organizations als» rejected a proposal calling for the holding of 

an emergency session of the Palestine National Council and warned 
against the dangers of having a schism in the Palestinian arena. 


Will these warnings do any good? Will they prevent what is going on 
inside the Palestinian arena? It is difficult to find answers to these 
two questions. The fate of the PLO remains unknown, even though ‘Arafat 
claims that the PLO is no longer a political organization which can be 
absorbed or tamed. /He says that the PLO represents/ the entity of an 
entire people--above all the Palestiniar people inside the occupied lands. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


YSP CHIEF WRLTES ON PARTY'S ROLE IN COUNTRY'S LIFE 
Moscow PARTIYNAYA ZHIZN' in Russian No 12, Jun 83 pp 70-75 


fArticle by Ali Nasir Muhammad al-Hasani, general secretary of the Yemeni 
Socialist Party Central Committee, chiarman of the presidium of the Supreme 
National Soviet, prime minister of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen: 
"Development of the Revolutionary Process and Leading Role of the Party in 
Democratic Yemen" ] 


[Excerpt] As the joint work of the national patriotic forces has increased 
and their political and ideological solidarity has strehgthened, and as their 
general class and ideological approach to the problems of further revolutionary 
development has formed, the task of creating a party vanguard has become more 
urgent. 


Under these conditions, in October 1975, the Unification Congress of the three 
leading groups of the patriotic forces took place. At the congress, the de- 
cision was made to create the National Front United Political Organization 
(NFUPO). This, in turn, paved the way to the establishment of the Yemeni 
Socialist Party (YSP) in October 1978. This party is the successor of the 
fighting traditions of the Yemeni revolutionary movement, the organization of 
the working class and its allies. 


During the time between the Unification Congress and the first congress of the 
YSP, the principles of collective leadership and democratic centralism were 
further consolidated. The libertarian left-wing opportunistic trend, which was 
the result of recidivism of petty-bourgeois ideology in the ranks of the re- 
volutionary democrats during the transitional phase toward the ideological 
positions of the working class, was liquidated. 


Thus, we can examine the initiation and development of a basic leadership core 
in the party that is closely connected to fundamental revolutionary reorgani- 
zation and the ideology of the working class, according to whose principles 
the NFUPO members and all working people have been educated. 


Characteristic Features of the Party's Leading Role 
The process of carrying out the national democratic revolution's tasks that are 


characteristic of the transitional phase from a colonial semifeudal society to 
a new socialist order with a socialist perspective is proceeding in a conscious, 














orderly, planned manner. This process gives the YSP the leading role in 
political activity among other subjective factors of public develcpment and 
makes the party the decisive leading force in the next phase of the revolutionary 
process. The development of the economic, social and cultural life of society 
takes place under the influence of this factor and as a result of the construc- 
tive and purposeful activity of the masses. The organic unity between economics 
and politics in the course of building of a society in the stage of national 
democratic revolution is shown vividly in this context. In this, the activity 
of the people in the sphere of creating a material and technical base for the 
national economy and the leadership through secial processes depend on the 
breadth of the participation of the masses in the political life of the country 
and on the dissemination of democratic traditions, which are necessary for 
social progress. 


The YSP's program emphasizes that "As the national democratic revolution de- 
velops and strengthens in the future and moves to a new phase of social develop- 
ment, the leading role of the party will grow. This arises from the necessity 
of implementing new tasks related to economic development and scientific and 
technical progress, social, ideological and cultural life, and related to in- 
creases in the activity of the masses, the development of democracy, and a 
higher level of ideological and educational work." In connection with this, 

the party has set before it a full assortment of urgent tasks connected with 

the development of interparty life, strengthening of the ideological, organiza- 
tional, and political solidarity of the party, consolidating of its class com- 
position, and broadening of its social base. The party is trying to accomplish 
these organizational tasks in the process of daily activity at the same time as 
carrying out the work of political and economic guidance of society. In this, 
the party proceeds from the fact that organizational guidance is an indissoluble 
whole with political and economic guidance, and they rest on general principles: 
the principles of democratic centralism and collectivity. The bond between the 
party and society is strengthened through this unity. 


Strict adherence to the principle of collectivity gives the party the best con- 
ditions to provide society with scientific and conscious guidance. Activity in 
accordance with this principle embodies the class character of the YSP, the or- 
ganized revolutionary vanguard of the Yemeni working class and its allies from 
the peasants and other groups of workers. The implementation of collective 
guidance in our party is inseparably linked with democratic centralism. 


The YSP's activity is characterized by an effective combination of theory and 
practice, which has been expressed in the organic unity of the program and 
regulations of the party, the mutual complementariness of political and econ- 
omic tasks and organizational forms in which these tasks are carried out. 


As the experience of revolutionary activity accumulates and progressive achieve- 
ments are accomplished, the methods of party operations improve, and the in- 
fluence of the party on society increases. The YSP program states that ''The 
party, as all other social phenomena, is a living organism; it is constantly 
developing and is never at a standstill or idle; it cannot be satisfied with 

the successes that it has already achieved. For this reason, in its continual 
development, the party tries and does everything necessary to improve the forms 
and methods of its activity and to increase the effectiveness of the struggle”. 
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How the Party's Policy is Put into Practice 


Since the YSP's class policy reflects the interests and tendencies of all 
workers, it is not carried out only by party members. Workers of industrial 
enterprises, students, and military workers take an active and efficient part 
in this process. This requires great skill in organizing concrete tasks, in 
establishing the conditions necessary for mobilizing the energy of the masses, 
attentive control of their frame of mind, and ensuring of all means and forms 
which would guarantee their effective participation in building a new society. 


In this context, our party's program establishes the concrete tasks for the 
present stage, and the special congress of the YSP (Ocotber, 1980) worked out 
the basic directions for the 2d Five-Year Plan of economic development of the 
People's Democratic Republic of Yemen (PDRY), which, in essence, is the second 
party program for the coming years. In addition, the special congress estab- 
lished the basic directions for the political and ideological operations of the 
public organizations of the masses. All this ensures dissemination and develop- 
ment of progressive revolutionary experience, strengthening of new democratic 
traditions and values which emerge during the process of economic changes, en-~ 
couragement of the spirit of initiative and competition among workers in 
different areas of the national economy and culture, deepening of the workers' 
understanding of the necessity of maintaining public ownership, and a more con- 
scious regard for labor. This was not and could not have been the case in 
Yemen before the revolution. 


The experience of the YSP's leading activity confirms the fact that the party's 
class policy not only ensures the possibility of scientifically correct accomp- 
lishment of routine tasks, but aiso opens the way to establishing the main 
directions of future social development. This has become possible because of 
the party's participation in all spheres of public life. This participation is 
expressed in the following forms: establishing and carrying out of basic prin- 
ciples of the governmental departments' activities, conducting of scientific 
class policy regarding the question of training, selecting and placement of 
personnel who are entrusted with the task of implementing and checking the 
implementation of the party line in the different areas of material and 
spiritual activity, the development of democracy, the encouragement of diverse 
forms of participation of workers in directing society, joint work and wide- 
spread cooperation of governmental departnents and public organizations in 
implementing the party's policy and decisions, ensuring the best conditions 

for uniting the party and workers through their public and professional organ- 
izations, strengthening of the scientific bases for guiding society, ensuring 
of compliance of the state machinery's work with the objective laws of social 
development, implementation of party and people's control of the content of the 
party and state machinery's work, political and ideological work with the masses 
and their education in the spirit of the ideas and principles of the theory of 
the working class through the guidance and direction of the operations of the 
organs of mass information, and control of the development of the people's 
spiritual life. 


The YSP's program emphasizes the party's leading rele, which is carried out in 
the forms recounted above through party organizations, department members and 
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candidate members of the party closely joining the theory of scientific 
so_ialism with the conscious progressive practical actiivty which takes into 
account the nature of the tasks of the Yemeni and Arab revolutions. This points 
to the influence of the methods of party guidance on the work of the state 
machinery and public organizations, methods which contain the organizational 
principles on which interparty life is based and which are becoming characteris- 
tic in the life of the whole society. 


The party brings about its influence on the development of society to the same 
extent by political and ideological work with the national population. This en- 
sures the education of workers in the spirit of the ideas and principles of 
scientific socialism and proletarian internationalism, contributes to the 
strengthening of people's conscious attitude to their public duties and further 
unification of the people around the party. 


On the basis of the experience and features of the Yemeni revolutionary movement 
and supported by the experience of the revolutionary movement in the entire 
world in whose vanguard the socialist friendship is proceeding, and supported 

in the first place by the rich experience of the Great October Socialist Re- 
volution of the Soviet communists, it is possible to say that the first state 

in the Arab World with a new social order has been created in democratic Yemen. 
The basis of this order is the workers' participation in the administration of 
society through their governing party, the Yemeni Socialist Party, whose creation 
is a great achievement, not only of Yemen, but also of the entire Arab national 
liberation movement. 


The YSP's leading role in the life of society is growing constantly. This 
happens by strengthening of progressive change and accomplishment of the tasks 
of the national democratic revolution on a planned basis. As we advance in a 
conscious and orderly manner in this direction, we overcome the legacy of cus- 
toms, traditions, and values that we inherited from the old society. This pro- 
cess does not happen by itself, but is closely connected with the implementation 
of the party's role in the life of the country, the extension of its influence 
and the strengthening of its organizational and ideological-political unity 
operating on the principle of scientific socialism.and proletarian inter- 
nationalism. Our union with the CPSU was always the reliable basis of the 
development of the Yemeni revolution. This union helps the defense of our 
national sovereignty and the solution of democratic Yemen's social problems. 
Our revolution was convinced by the CPSU's devotion in practice to the cause 
of internationalism. 


The Yemeni-Soviet friendship, supported by the treaty on friendship and cooper- 
ation concluded by our countries, represents one of the most important factors 
in the life of the Yemeni people. 


The Soviet Union has played a prominent role in strengthening universal peace 
and in repulsing the attempts of the USA to aggravate the international situ- 
ation. We value highly the peaceful efforts and initiative of the Soviet Union, 
its constant support of the just cause of the Arab people fighting against 
American imperialism and Zionism. 
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As recent events in the Near East have shown, the imperialism of the USA is in- 
creasing its presence in the Arab World, resorting to force, blackmail and ter- 
ror. The imperialist circles, 'srael and its allies in our region, should learn 
that it is impossible to turn history back and that our people, who fought 
against traditional colonialism and put an end to its supremacy, are able 

to defend themselves and their choice of patriotic and international course 

and to defend their independent development. 


We call for solidarity of all those who advocate the cause of peace and social 
progress to struggle against the aggressive course and policy of international 
terror conducted by the imperialism of the USA. 


Our people are marching shoulder to shoulder with the Soviet people, with other 
socialist countries and with all the forces of peace and democracy in the 
struggle against imperialism, Zionism and racism, for peace, democracy and 


socialism. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo TsK KPSS "Pravda". "Partiynaya zhizn'". 1983 
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PAKISTANI PAPER WARNS AGAINST INTERFERENCE IN HORMUZ STRAIT 
GF180916 Karachi DAWN in English 11 Nov 83 p 7 
[Editorial: “Hands Off the Strait"] 


[Text] The statement of the Qatar Government that the GCC states would 

not ask the United States to intervene militarily in the Gulf will be 
received with a measure of relief. Although this by itself does not ensure 
that foreign powers will actually keep their hands off the region if Iran 
carries out its threat to close the Strait of Hormuz, the Gulf Cooperation 
Council's stand on the issue should at least help to discourage outside 
powers from adopting a threatening posture which could only intensify the 
conflict. 


In the last few weeks, the fighting between Iran and Iraq has been concen- 
trated in the north, but tension has focused on the Strait of Hormuz which 
has become central to the strategic planning and diplomacy of the two warring 
states as well as other countries in the region and outside powers. It 

is obvious that the Gulf war which has dragged on for 3 years is now 

assuming the dimension of an economic conflict as both combatants are 

seeking to inflict economic losses on each other. 


Iraq, which has been more seriously affected because of the closure of its 
port at Basra, has now been threatening to block Iran's shipping in the 
Gulf with the help of the sophisticated aircraft it has now acquired fron 
France. In such an eventuality, the Iranian Government has warned that it 
would retaliate by blocking the Strait of Hormuz. 


Any Iraqi action against Iran's oil installations and the closure of the 
Gulf navigation lines by Iran would have serious repercussions on security 
and stability in the region. In the first place, the area of conflict 
would be widened considerably for other states which have so far not been 
involved in the fighting will be drawn in. Thus the six Gulf kingdoms 
have let it be known that they would take measures to defend shipping in 
the water-way if it is important that the Gulf should remain open not 
simply to enable them to export their oil but also to import their food 
supply, 80 percent of which comes from abroad. 
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Of even greater concern is the position adopted by the United States which 
has repeatedly stated that it will act to keep the navigation lines in 

the Gulf open for international shipping, if Iran blockades the waterway. 
The American Government's statements have serious implications for the 
region, because intervention by the U.S. could provoke counter-intervention 
by Moscow. Moreover, Washington's statement that the members of the GCC 
were not strong enough militarily to ward off the Iranian blockade points 
to the American desire to undertake the role of the policeman in the area, 
That the regional states will not welcome such a move is underlined by the 
Qatar Government's statement that the GCC would not invite the U.S. to 
intervene. It is understandable that the Gulf states should be wary of any 
American involvement in the war since that would internationalise a conflict 
that has so far been confined to two Gulf states. This would only un)eash 
greater destruction on the states in the region. 


Foreign intervention would also deprive the local governments of whatever 
initiative they have in the area since the strategic interests and goals 
of the outside powers are not identical with those of the states in the 
region. 


In such a situation, it is in the interest of the Gulf states themselves 
actively to seek an end to the Iran-Iraq war. So far they have adopted 
an ambivalent approach to the war. While they have spent over 20 billion 
dollars on arms for Iraq, the Gulf states have not perhaps done enough to 
bring the twe combatants to the negotiating table. 


But now it is clear that after Iran and Iraq those who stand in danger of 
being most seriously affected are the GCC states themselves. Any escala- 
tion of the fighting or blockade of the Strait of Hormuz will disrupt their 
economic lifeline. Their cause will not be helped by the political 
destabilisation of the region and foreign intervention, which is likely 

if the war continues. 


It is time the Gulf countries worked more vigorously to persuade both 

Iran and Iraq to agree to a cease-fire. If they feel they do not have the 
influence on the warring parties necessary to prevail over them, the Gulf 
states could seek to work through the UN secretary general's representative 
who has visited the region five times since 1980 and is still acceptable 

to both Iran and Iraq. But in no case should the effort to bring the war 
to an end be abandoned. 
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ACTIVITIES OF IRANIAN 'STUDENTS' IN PHILIPPINES REPORTED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Nov 83 p 6 
[Article by Jesus Bigornia] 


[Excerpt] Quick to react to even more overtones of home-grown subversion, 
the Philippines' intelligence community appears insensitive to an imported 
revolution. Alarm bells set off in education circles about the mushrooming 
number of Iranian "students" in this country seem not to have registered 
with either the military or the police. Participation of many of these 
"students" in recent rallies and violent demonstrations has drawn no pro- 
test from government. From all visible official actions, the Iranian 
"presence" is dismissed as no threat to the security of the country. But 

a recent editorial of the Iranian magazine, PAYAM-E VAHDAT, a weekly pub- 
lication of the Iranian Islamic Association in the Philippines, reveals 
their true mission here: To spread Islamic revolution in the Philippines. 


"As of today, more than five million pieces of propaganda materials have 
been published in the form of books, articles, manifestos and pamphlets on 
revolution,’ the editorial says. These we have distributed among our 
Filipino Moslem brothers in this country and we say that we have awakened 
them from their slumber. We have succeeded in enlightening and effectively 
provoking the Filipino masses--Moslems and Christians alike--to take overt 
actions against the corrupt regime of prostitutes and dictator. We have 
witness them stage grand demonstrations and rallies all over the country 
and most recently in Cebu. [as published] They have learned what we taught 
them in the art and science of revolution and can proudly say now that they 
have already established their underground movements patterned after the 
one we started in Iran." [as published] 


By their own words, the members of the pro-Khomeini Iranian Islamic Associ- 
ation here have convicted themselves of treason against their host country. 
They have forfeited the privilege of staying here. Their leaders, at 
least, should be rounded up, investigated for fomenting revolution among 
Filipinos and, if found guilty, jailed or deported. Government has enough 
security headaches as it is to be further burdened with the Iranian threat. 
Since the military has been so assiduous in internal house-cleaning, it 
should be as diligent in purging evil foreign infuence from the nation's 
body politic. 
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